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DIEGO GARCIA

!Í¡r. lebbit has aeked- for an erplanation of trCO telegnan 29 to
the High CoûDissloner, Pont Louis, about Diego Garcla. Copies of
re]-evÊnt telegrans are at B.

2. I[e have been lnforüed. by the Araerleans that the new a¿iministra-
tion wish to go ahead. wlth a pnoposa3- (in abeyance slnce the
Presid.ential. glectiont) to constrr.rct an rraugtere coronunications
facilitytt on Diego eancia in the Chagoe Archipelago 1n B.I.O.T. A
backgrountl note on this proposa]- is subnitted. here,!Íith. Congres-
slonal approval for thls proposal wilL be sougbt toward.s the end. of
March by a c].âssLfled. Budget lten ìirhich, b.o.wever, may ther,r:].eak and.
arrangements are therêfore being nacle to infor.n the Ind.ian ancl

Mauritian Goventmsn¡g about the proposal confi¿ieatially 24 hours
before it is laid. before Congress.

3. The .¡li nei have lnforned. us that Í111 reguire the
removaL f¡:om

now on the island. Th.ey total about l8O. Tb.e alternatl
are: -
a) to relocato then all on Parog Banhos and. Salonon.Isl-and.s (also
in the Chagos A:rchipelago) where with the labour alreaãy there they
r¡ou1d. enable the plantations on those islandg to be rurl as co¡nmer-

enterprisea.
"stùi1í the

¡

Archipelago by send.lng a]-]. the ]-e at
back to Mauritius an¿l Seyehelles

whence they cane.
4. The argunents in support of these alternatives are finely balan-
ceai.. Alternative a) poseesses shortterm aôvantages but.alternative
b) is prefenred in the long run because i.t will avoid..the growth of
a 8.I.0.T. populatlon (a11 child.r.en born in tbe islanaiÊ after Nov.
t965 ean cl-ain B.I.O.g.'citj-zerlshlp and. aot ¡[auritfus or geyehelles
citizenship) ancl consequont t.N.O. pnoblègs. In assessing the
re].atlve arguments the attltud.e of the Mauritlus. Gove¡.nment to the
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enforcec! return of some 5OO .I].oie òf alter4ative h) 1s adopted w111
be an lnportant factor anA ti¡fs teJ-egraû seek6 the nigh Connlssionerts
opimloD about the l[aurlti'aa ne-action. There wou1cl be no pnob].em
rega¡ritlng the ÈeturB to tbe Seychelles of the Seycb.ellois now in
the Chagos.

,. Since the creation of B.I.O.T. tlre plantâtionslD the Chagoe
have been rur¡ aloum wlth the result that there are alrea¿ly
t nale IJ.ols plus their fa¡nlJ.ieg now 'ron the beachl ln

tius repres a
about thelirivhlch we dtavetl off by offeplng their return -
but ln tbe event no transport ve
tÌìe Mauritlus eoverament w1l:fe:cflect trs to accept, and. we will be r¡¡abLe
to escape, responslbl].1w for the re-settlenent of.these people a[d'
any others like then.

6. nthen tbe angì¡ûents in support of botb aLter.aativea have been
fu11y narshatletl, the dlternativee wil]- be put to ninlsters for a
atecision.
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