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 STOP Act of 2018  Issue 1: Ohio Election 
Referendum 

TN Together legislation 
(HB1831/SB 2257)  

Description This act now requires the US 
Postal Service (USPS)  to 
scan all incoming packages, 
particularly those that are 
international shipments,  for 
fentanyl and opioids. It 
includes a clause the require 
the USPS to pay civil fines if 
electronic scanning 
standards are not met. This 
act specifically targets 
packages from China.  Data 
that will be collected is:  

● Name of Sender  
● Address of Sender  
● Contents of Packages 

(as detailed by the 
sender)  

Furthermore the bill provides 
funding for research to be 
done on alternative 
painkillers and authorizes 
Medicaid to provide 
treatment to infants who has 
prenatal exposure to opioids.  

A constitutional amendment 
in the state of Ohio that would 
: 

● Reduce the current 
classification of drug 
related felonies to 
misdemeanors.  

● Encourage the use of 
rehabilitation in 
prisons through the 
use of “sentence 
credits”  

● Increase state 
spending on drug 
treatment programs, 
rehabilitation 
programs, and victim 
service  

This Tennessee law limits 
the amount and length of 
time that opioids can be 
prescribed for in new 
patients. Doctors are only 
allowed to prescribe patients 
a three-day supply of 
opioids at any given time.  
This law also requires that 
pharmacist check a database 
in order to how often an 
individual is refilling an 
opioid prescription.  

Location  Congress, specifically the 
Senate. It was co-sponsored 
by Senators Portman (R-OH) 
and Brown (D-OH) and it 
experience bipartisan 
support.  

Ohio; a ballot referendum for 
the 2018 Midterm Elections  

This bill was passed during 
the summer of 2018 in 
Tennessee as part of the 
state’s efforts to curb opioid 
addiction.  

Implementation This bill aims to stop the 
flow of synthetic opioids 
into the US, specifically to 
stop the flow of synthetic 
opioids from China. Seventy 
percent of package entering 
the US would have data 
collected on:  

The referendum aims to 
reduce the number of people 
in prison for non-violent drug 
crimes. It would reduce drug 
crimes to the level of a 
misdemeanor and would 
reduce most sentences to 
probation. It would not affect 

The law heavily restricts the 
use of prescription opioid: 

● When prescribing it, 
doctors must specify 
why a person is 
being prescribed 
opioids  

● Pharmacists are now 
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● The sender  
○ Name  
○ Address  

● Contexts  
○ As detailed 

by the sender 
It increases funding for 
research into alternatives to 
opioids and requires 
Medicaid to treat infants 
with prenatal exposure to 
opioids.  

sentencing around the creation 
or distribution of drugs. 
Furthermore, it would 
encourage inmates to 
participate in rehabilitation, 
education, and work program 
by promising the decrease of 
sentences.  

allowed, and 
expected to discuss 
the dangers of 
opioids with their 
clients  

● Prescriptions and 
refills of opioids are 
tracked in a 
statewide database  

● Opioid prescriptions 
are limited in dose 
and duration  

Advantages ● Aims at halting the 
flow of opioids  

● Increase the options 
for alternative 
treatments  

● Provides care for 
prenatal infants  

● Encourages the 
improvement of 
rehabilitation 
programs 

● Moves away from the 
view of drug abuse as 
criminality to the view 
of an illness  

● Increases the 
attractiveness of rehab, 
education, and work in 
prisons  

● It targets the 
prescription of legal 
opioids, which is a 
main source or 
origin for illegal 
addiction  

● Pharmacist can can 
instruct patients on 
how to properly 
utilize opioids 

Disadvantages  ● No focus on 
rehabilitation  

● No aid for children of 
opioid abusers  

● No restriction on 
pharmaceutical 
provides  

● Does nothing for the 
families of those 
affected by opioid 
abuse  

● Does nothing to target 
the origins of the 
epidemic (over 
prescription of 
opioids)  

● Does nothing for the 
rehabilitation of 
those already 
addicted  

● Does nothing to curb 
illegal addiction to 
opioid (ie: heroin 
abuse)  

Limitations  The biggest limitation of this 
law is that it does not 
mention rehabilitation at all. 
It provides no resources for 
those who abuse opioids. 
And the data that must be 
collected could be vague.  

The biggest limitations of this 
referendum is that it does not 
target the providers of opioid 
prescriptions  

The biggest limitation of 
this law is that it does not 
mention rehabilitation at all  

Financing  Provides funding to the The money saved on the This bill, along with others, 
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FDA, but it is not clear if the 
USPS will receive extra 
money as well.  

reduction of the amount of 
inmates in prison, must be 
used on drug treatment 
programs 

set aside $16 millions 
dollars in the Tennessee 
state budget to fight opioid 
addiction. 

Failure or 
Success 

This bill has just passed, 
therefore its results are 
unknown.  

Unknown at this time, the 
election is on November 6th; 
but currently polling suggests 
support on the issue (45% yes, 
35% no, 20% unsure)  

This bill does not go into 
effect until January of 2019, 
therefore, the results are 
unknown.  
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