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Abstract
While the enslavement of humans has been occurring even before the dawn of written 

KLVWRU\��WRGD\¶V�IRUP�RI�VODYHU\�RFFXUV�RQ�DQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�VFDOH�LQ�ERWK�VFRSH�DQG�UHDFK��7KLV�ZRUN�

attempts to understand the most vulnerable sectors of population groups and the strength of the laws 

LQ�6RXWKHDVW�$VLDQ�FRXQWULHV�WKDW�DGGUHVV�WKH�KXPDQ�WUDI¿FNLQJ�HSLGHPLF�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��7KLV�HQGHDYRU�

uses quantitative analysis through the linear regression function of the SPSS program to operationalize 

and see whether the factors of gender parity, educational attainment, or political representation show 

VWURQJ�DQG�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRUUHODWLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�VWUHQJWK�RI�DQWL�WUDI¿FNLQJ�ODZV��7KH�¿QGLQJV�

UHYHDO� WKDW� SULPDU\� VFKRRO� HGXFDWLRQ� KDV� ERWK� SRVLWLYH� DQG� QHJDWLYH� HIIHFWV� RQ� WKH� FRXQWU\¶V� ODZV�

depending on the year they were passed. The research is consequential in understanding how policy 

proposals in each country have varying effects on the susceptibility of certain demographic groups as 

ZHOO�DV�WKH�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�RI�KXPDQ�WUDI¿FNLQJ�ODZV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�FRQWH[WV��7KH�IXQGDPHQWDO�TXHVWLRQ�WKLV�

article seeks to examine is to what extent gender parity, political representation, and education levels 

IRU�ZRPHQ�DIIHFW�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�DFWLRQ�WDNHQ�DJDLQVW�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�LQ�6RXWKHDVW�$VLD�

+XPDQ� WUDI¿FNLQJ�KDV�EHFRPH�D�ZLGHVSUHDG� LVVXH� WKDW�DIIHFWV� ���� FRXQWULHV�DQG�RYHU�����

PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�DW�DQ\�JLYHQ�WLPH��,/2���������:LWK�D�YDULHW\�RI�HVWLPDWHV�UDQJLQJ�IURP�

��������WR���������SHUVRQV�D�\HDU��LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VH[XDO�WUDI¿FNLQJ�KDV�UHDFKHG�ZRUOGZLGH�µHSLGHPLF¶�

SURSRUWLRQV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�2I¿FH�RQ�'UXJV�DQG�&ULPH��'XEEHG�E\�D�SURPLQHQW�KXPDQ�

WUDI¿FNLQJ�VFKRODU�.HYLQ�%DOHV�DV�³PRGHUQ�GD\�VODYHU\�´�WKH�WUDI¿FNLQJ�RI�KXPDQV�WDNHV�D�ZLGH�YDULHW\�

of forms that include forced labor, begging, and sexual exploitation. While the signs and symptoms 

RI�WUDI¿FNHG�YLFWLPV�YDU\��RQH�SDWWHUQ�WKDW�HPHUJHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�WUHQG�LV�WKDW�LW�\LHOGV�LQFUHDVLQJO\�KLJK�

SUR¿WV� DW� YLUWXDOO\� OLWWOH� WR� QR� ULVN�� (YHQ� WKH�PRVW�PRGHVW� HVWLPDWLRQV� UHYHDO� WKDW� SUR¿WV� IURP� VH[�

WUDI¿FNLQJ�\LHOG�DSSUR[LPDWHO\��������ELOOLRQ�D�\HDU�RU���������SHU�YLFWLP��,/2���������7UDI¿FNHUV�

have historically faced very little opposition from both their national governments and the international 

FRPPXQLW\�DW�ODUJH��2QO\�LQ������ZLWK�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�WKH�81�SURWRFRO�RQ�+XPDQ�7UDI¿FNLQJ�GLG�

FRXQWULHV�HYHQ�EHJLQ�WR�KDYH�DQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VWDQGDUG�E\�ZKLFK�WR�GH¿QH�WKH�SUREOHP��3ULRU�WR�WKDW��

WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�FRXQWULHV� LQ�6RXWKHDVW�$VLD�XVHG�YDU\LQJ�GH¿QLWLRQV�RI�KXPDQ�WUDI¿FNLQJ�WKDW�HLWKHU�

undermined the gravity of the issue or ignored the problem altogether. Based on the United Nations 

WUDI¿FNLQJ�SURWRFRO��KHUHE\�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�WKH�3DOHUPR�3URWRFRO��(UH]��(���,EDUUD��3��5���	�0F'RQDOG��:��
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)����������KXPDQ�WUDI¿FNLQJ�LV�GH¿QHG�DV�

The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of persons, by means of the 

threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the 

abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or 

EHQH¿WV�WR�DFKLHYH�WKH�FRQVHQW�RI�D�SHUVRQ�KDYLQJ�FRQWURO�RYHU�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ��IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�

RI�H[SORLWDWLRQ�������

8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�EUHDGWK�DQG�SDUDPHWHUV�RI�WKLV�GH¿QLWLRQ��VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�LV�SDUW�RI�D�PXFK�

larger problem that plagues most countries regardless of its political or economic context. While the 

VWXG\�RI� VH[� WUDI¿FNLQJ�DV� D� JOREDO� WUHQG� LV�KXJHO\� LPSRUWDQW�� D� UHJLRQDO� IRFXV�RQ�6RXWKHDVW�$VLD� LV�

a more viable and useful area of focus because of the prevalence of sex work throughout the region. 

&XUUHQWO\�WKH�UHJLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�LQYROYHG�LQ�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ��ZLWK�HVWLPDWHV�LQ�

WKH�XSSHU�����PLOOLRQ��6RXWKHDVW�$VLD�FRQVWLWXWHV�����RI�DOO�KXPDQ�WUDI¿FNLQJ�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ZRUOG�

�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�/DERXU�2UJDQL]DWLRQ���������&RXQWULHV�ZKLFK�WKLV�SDSHU�ZLOO�DQDO\]H�LQ�WKH�6RXWKHDVW�

Asian region include Thailand, the Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia, Viet Nam, Singapore, Indonesia, 

Cambodia, Lao PDR, Burma (Myanmar), and Brunei. In particular, this paper will examine three 

YDULDEOHV�ZLWKLQ�HDFK�FRXQWU\������ZRPHQ¶V�HGXFDWLRQDO�DWWDLQPHQW������JHQGHU�SDULW\��DQG�����SROLWLFDO�

participation. The task of this analysis is to ask which of these three factors, if any, is a good predictor of 

WKH�OHYHO�RI�JRYHUQPHQW�DFWLRQ�EHLQJ�WDNHQ�WR�UHJXODWH�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�

As the results will show, despite the data returning inconclusive, one variable did show 

VWURQJ� VWDWLVWLFDO� VLJQL¿FDQFH²WKH� OHYHO� RI� HGXFDWLRQDO� DWWDLQPHQW� RI� JLUOV�� 7KH� ¿QGLQJV� UHYHDO� WKDW�

SULPDU\�VFKRRO�HGXFDWLRQ�KDV�ERWK�SRVLWLYH�DQG�QHJDWLYH�HIIHFWV�RQ�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�ODZV�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�

year they were passed. Interestingly, secondary and tertiary education did not come up as statistically 

VLJQL¿FDQW��:LWK�WKH�GLVWXUELQJ�WUHQG�RI�DQ�LQFUHDVHG�GHPDQG�IRU�\RXQJHU�JLUOV�E\�DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�����

IURP������WR�������0DDFN���������PHQ�VHHNLQJ�WR�SD\�JLUOV�IRU�VH[�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�\RXQJHU�WKH�JLUO��WKH�

likelier they are to be virgins and free of HIV and other STDs.

Rival Views
Modern-day human slavery can be viewed from a variety of angles. In the past it has been 

analyzed as a legal problem, a gender equality issue, a consequence of systematic poverty and a lack of 

basic education, a human rights problem, a public health issue, and a multi-national crime problem. 

While many rival views and explanations exist, this analysis will focus on three main paradigms 

ZLWKLQ�HDFK�FRXQWU\�WR�H[SODLQ�WKH�VWUHQJWK�DQG�HI¿FDF\�RI�WKH�ODZV�SDVVHG�DJDLQVW�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ²WKH�

educational attainment level of women, gender parity levels, and the political representation of women 

ZLWKLQ�HDFK�FRXQWU\¶V�JRYHUQPHQW��

These three variables repeatedly come up in the current academic and political debate 

UHYROYLQJ�DURXQG� WKH� VXEMHFW� DQG�DUH� FRPPRQO\� OLVWHG�DV� ³SXVK�DQG�SXOO� IDFWRUV´� LQ� VHYHUDO� UHSRUWV�

WKDW�H[SODLQ�KRZ�ZRPHQ�DUH�OXUHG�LQWR�WKH�WUDS�RI�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ��:ROIH��������0DDFN��������81*,)7�

������+RGJH�DQG�/LHW]��������HW�DO���,W�LV�DOVR�LPSRUWDQW�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�HDFK�RI�WKHVH�IDFWRUV�KDYH�

SURIRXQG�HFRQRPLF�HIIHFWV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�PDUNHW�GHPDQG�DQG�PDUNHW�VXSSO\²KHQFH��LI�DQ\�HIIHFWLYH�DQWL�

WUDI¿FNLQJ�SROLF\� LV� WR�EH� FUDIWHG�DQG� LPSOHPHQWHG� LQ�DQ\� FRXQWU\�� HDFK�RI� WKHVH� IDFWRUV�� VKRXOG�EH�

carefully considered. As explained in the table below, the three hypotheses that explain the strength of 
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ODZV�SDVVHG�DJDLQVW�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�ZLWKLQ�HDFK�FRXQWU\�DUH�FRPSDUWPHQWDOL]HG�LQWR�WKUHH�FDWHJRULFDO�

explanations. 

Reason H0:

H1: Gender Parity Societies that permit women equal access 
to education as males are more likely to 
create laws and take steps to ensure that 
women in society are protected from sex 
WUDI¿FNHUV��0HDVXULQJ�JHQGHU�SDULW\�WDNHV�LQWR�
consideration cultural contexts that are more 
or less likely to provide a place for women to 
become educated and be better equipped to 
take part in the licit economy.

H2: Educational Attainment Countries with women who have higher 
educational attainment (primary, secondary, 
and tertiary education) are more likely to pass 
laws and take action. Women become better 
equipped to take part in different sectors of 
the economy with higher education levels– 
moving away from low paying domestic and 
agricultural labor to skilled higher paying factory 
RU�RI¿FH�MREV�WKDW�PDNH�WKHP�OHVV�YXOQHUDEOH�WR�
WUDI¿FNHUV���

H3: Political Representation Countries with governments that have higher 
percentages of women representatives are 
more likely to pass laws that are sympathetic 
WR�ZRPHQ¶V�ULJKWV��UHFRJQL]H�WUDI¿FNHG�ZRPHQ�
and children as victims, and punish only the 
WUDI¿FNHUV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�FULPLQDOL]H�WKH�WUDI¿FNHG�

Table 1

While all three factors are related to some degree, a distinction must be made in order to 

XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO�IDFWRU�DIIHFWV�WKH�VWUHQJWK�RI�OHJLVODWLRQ�LVVXHG�DJDLQVW�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ��

Current dialogues between scholars and researchers tend to have a particular focal point when 

DGGUHVVLQJ�VXFK�D�FRPSOH[� LVVXH�ZLWK�D�ZLGH�DUUD\�RI�VRFLHWDO�FRQVHTXHQFHV��)RU�H[DPSOH�� WKH� LVVXH�

of gender parity is examined closely by Maack and Kuo. Educational attainment, on the other hand, is 

analyzed by Jan and Mark Rodgers. Lastly, Ekberg and Wolfe expound upon political representation 

of women in parliament. These viewpoints, while distinct, often times inform and reference each other 

and acknowledge the importance of the contributions each vantage point brings to the overall analysis. 

:LWK� WKLV� FRQVLGHUHG�� WKH�FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ� WKH� WKUHH�YDULDEOHV�PD\� UHYHDO�SDWWHUQV�RI�RYHUODS²D�

rise in educational attainment may lead to greater levels of gender parity and political representation 

RI�ZRPHQ� LQ� SDUOLDPHQW�� RU� SHUKDSV� DQ� LQFUHDVH� LQ�ZRPHQ¶V� SROLWLFDO� UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ� LQ� SDUOLDPHQW�

may result not only in better legislation for the protection of women and children in the issue of sex 

WUDI¿FNLQJ�EXW�LQ�WKH�LVVXH�RI�LQFUHDVHG�HGXFDWLRQDO�DWWDLQPHQW�DQG�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\�DV�ZHOO��

*HQGHU�3DULW\�DQG�WKH�&DVH�RI�/HJDO�3URVWLWXWLRQ
$PRQJ� WKH� VFKRODUV� DGGUHVVLQJ� WKLV� LVVXH�� DOO� VHHP� WR� DJUHH� WKDW� WKH�QDWXUH�RI� WUDI¿FNLQJ�

LV� KLJKO\� JHQGHUHG� �+RGJH� DQG� /LHW]�� ������ (PPHUV�� 5DOI�� %HWK�� DQG� 7KRPDV�� ������ .XR�� ������

Lozada
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/HXFKWDJ��������(NEHUJ���������$PRQJ�WKH�URXJKO\���������RI�WKRVH�WUDI¿FNHG�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�����

����DUH�ZRPHQ�ZKLOH�����RI�WKHP�DUH�FKLOGUHQ��$PRQJ�WKHP������DUH�WUDI¿FNHG�IRU�SURVWLWXWLRQ�DQG�

VH[XDO�H[SORLWDWLRQ� �8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�6WDWH���������:KLOH� WKH�ZRUNLQJ�GH¿QLWLRQ�SURYLGHG�E\� WKH�

8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�ODUJHO\�LJQRUHV�OHJDO�IRUPV�RI�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�DQG�DVVXPHV�WKDW�WKH�VWDWH�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�

IRU� DOO� YLFWLPV�RI� WUDI¿FNLQJ�� RWKHUV�ZRXOG� DUJXH� WKDW�PDQ\� YROXQWDU\�SURVWLWXWHV� VHH� WKHPVHOYHV� DV�

ZRUNHUV�VHHNLQJ�WR�LPSURYH�WKHLU�HFRQRPLF�FRQGLWLRQV�DQG�QRW�DV�YLFWLPV��.XR���������

,Q�KHU� DUWLFOH�� ³$VLD¶V�'LUW\�6HFUHW�´�.XR�DUJXHV� WKDW�SROLF\� VKRXOG�EH� FOHDU� WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�

between voluntary sex work and those who are coerced or deceived into working. While many of its 

SURSRQHQWV�VHH�WKDW�D�FOHDU�OLQH�EHWZHHQ�YROXQWHHULVP�DQG�FRHUFLRQ�LV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�GUDZ��WKH\�GR�VHH�WKH�

need to expand economic opportunities for women who have limited options for work. In focusing on 

WKH�SROLWLFDO�IDFWRUV�WKDW�VKDSH�DQG�LQIRUP�D�ZRPDQ¶V�FKRLFH�WR�EH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�VH[�WUDGH��.XR�IRFXVHV�

in on the issue of gender parity and the prevalence of patriarchal and misogynist cultures in Southeast 

Asia. In the study, Kuo reveals how female prostitutes are often times abused and exploited by their 

pimp or partner, “Studies have found a direct correlation between the extent of violence against the 

SURVWLWXWHV�DQG�WKH�OHYHO�RI�LOOHJDOLW\�RI�WKH�ZRUN´��.XR�������������

While Kuo sees prostitution and legal sex work as an integral part of the Southeast Asian 

economy, Maack argues for better distinctions in the law between sex slaves and professional 

SURVWLWXWHV��:KLOH�KXPDQ� WUDI¿FNLQJ� LV� LOOHJDO� LQ�DOO�6RXWKHDVW�$VLDQ�FRXQWULHV��SURKLELWLRQ� LV� UDUHO\�

enforced because of culturally ingrained attitudes about women and the fact that sex is a highly lucrative 

HQWHUSULVH��0DDFN���������7KH�RYHUW�FRPPHUFLDOL]DWLRQ�RI�ZRPHQ�LQ�PDQ\�6RXWKHDVW�$VLDQ�VRFLHWLHV�

IURP�%UXQHL�WR�9LHWQDP�OHDGV�WR�D�UHLQIRUFHG�QRUPDWLYH�UHDOLW\�WKDW�ZRPHQ¶V�VH[XDOLW\�FDQ�EH�ERXJKW�

ZLWK�D�SULFH��%HFDXVH�ZRPHQ�DUH�WUHDWHG�DV�VHFRQG�FODVV�FLWL]HQV�LQ�WKHVH�FXOWXUHV��VFKRROLQJ�DQG�MRE�

RSSRUWXQLWLHV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�DUH�OLPLWHG��0RVW�OHJDO�DQG�ZHOO�SD\LQJ�MREV�DUH�JLYHQ�WR�PHQ�EHFDXVH�PRVW�

girls do not get the kind of educational training their male counterparts receive. Hence, women are 

OHIW�ZLWK�YHU\�IHZ�RSWLRQV�IRU�OLFLW�DQG�JDLQIXO�HPSOR\PHQW²DQG�ZLWK�VH[�ZRUN�EHLQJ�RQH�RI�WKH�PRUH�

lucrative options for women to engage in, many end up entangled in a web of abuse and exploitation in 

the sex-trade industry. 

:LWK�0DDFN¶V�FDOO�WR�D�YLFWLP�FHQWHUHG�SHUVSHFWLYH�RI�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ��PRUH�DGHTXDWH�UHVSRQVHV�

DQG� SROLFLHV� FDQ� EH� LQVWLWXWHG� WR� KHOS� UDWKHU� WKDQ� KXUW� WKH� ������� RI� WUDI¿FNHG� ZRPHQ� WKURXJK�

empowerment. Using both expansive economic and educational opportunities, women go from being 

SRWHQWLDO� WDUJHWV�RI� WUDI¿FNHUV� WR�SURSRQHQWV�RI� FKDQJH�DQG�SROLWLFDO�DGYRFDWHV� IRU� WKH� WKRXVDQGV�RI�

other women trapped beneath the glass ceilings of brothels and misogynistic cultures. According to 

Maack,

Women and children are not viewed on an equal platform with men, their human rights 

are not fully recognized within their own societies and cultures. Prostitution is often viewed as 

completely acceptable or normative as a pervasive social phenomenon, and not as a violation 

of human rights […] When women and children are forced into sexual slavery they fall under 

the same laws regarding professional prostitution, rather than recognizing that involuntary 

VH[XDO�VODYHU\�LV�D�YLRODWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�LQQDWH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�����

While there are many ways to address how women and children are lured into the sex trade 

WKDW�LQFOXGH�GLVEDQGLQJ�OHJLWLPDWH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WKDW�WUDI¿F�FKLOGUHQ�WR�LQFUHDVLQJ�DWWHPSWV�DW�VWRSSLQJ�
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and apprehending large crime syndicates and transnational organizations that kidnap children (Hodge 

	�/LHW]���������WKLV�YLHZSRLQW�VHHV�WKDW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�VH[XDO�VODYHU\�EHJLQV�E\�HPSRZHULQJ�ZRPHQ�WR�

UHFRJQL]H�WKHLU�LQKHUHQW�HTXDOLW\�DV�SHUVRQV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�DV�PHUH�REMHFWV�RI�VH[XDO�JUDWL¿FDWLRQ��

Increasing Education Levels for Women

General consensus shows an upward trend in the quantity of children being educated as well 

as a general increase in higher levels of education. Scholars such as Jan and Mark Rodgers have seen 

how general education can be a good preventative measure that equips women and children against 

SRWHQWLDO� WKUHDWV� IURP�VH[� WUDI¿FNHUV� DQG�RWKHU� VH[XDO�SUHGDWRUV��$FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH�5RGJHUV¶� UHSRUW��

“the lack of public education about sexual abuse and domestic violence, coupled with poverty, low 

HFRQRPLF�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�ODFN�RI�MRE�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�WKH�VH[XDO�H[SORLWDWLRQ�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�

JLUOV´��5RGJHUV��������

 In order to better understand the relationship between education levels and the gravity of 

DQG�UHVSRQVH�WR�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ��WKH\�XWLOL]HG�WKH�3UHYHQWLRQ��(GXFDWLRQ��$VVHVVPHQW�&RDOLWLRQ�0RGHO�

�$%$�/$/,&�� LQ�(FXDGRU²D�PHDVXUH�RI�D�QXPEHU�RI� IDFWRUV�VXFK�DV�� ³����RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DURXQG� WKH�

FRXQWU\�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WUDI¿FNLQJ�DQG�WUDI¿FNLQJ�UHODWHG�LVVXHV������PDMRU�WUHQGV�WKHPHV�LQ�WKH�WUDI¿FNLQJ�

DQG�DQWL�WUDI¿FNLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV�� ����JDSV� LQ�VHUYLFH�DQG�SXEOLF�SROLF\�DV�ZHOO�DV� WKH�H[LVWLQJ� OHJLVODWLYH�

IUDPHZRUN�IRU�SURVHFXWLRQ��DQG�����UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�$%$�/$/,&�SURMHFW´��5RGJHUV���������

In crafting the study, the ABA/LALIC focused on public awareness and education. Targeting local 

communities, parents, schools, libraries, victims/survivors, and service providers, the ABA/LALIC 

SURSRVHG�WKLQJV�VXFK�DV�D�³VWD\�LQ�VFKRRO�SURJUDP´�ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�TXDOL¿HG�WHDFKHUV�WR�NHHS�FKLOGUHQ�

RII� WKH� VWUHHWV� DQG� OHVV� YXOQHUDEOH� WR� WUDI¿FNHUV�� 7KLV� IUDPHZRUN� RI� PHDVXULQJ� SUHYHQWLRQ� RI� VH[�

WUDI¿FNLQJ� UHFUXLWPHQW� WKURXJK� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG� FRPPXQLW\�EDVHG� LQLWLDWLYHV� LV� DGRSWHG� WR� VXLW� WKH�

question of whether greater levels of educational attainment will improve the kind of legislation present 

in a country.  What the ABA/LALIC noted in the study was the willingness of students to organize and 

start movements about the issue. 

<HW��ZKLOH�WKH�JRRG�LQWHQWLRQV�H[LVW�WR�EDWWOH�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�LQ�PDQ\�FRXQWULHV��WKHUH�VHHPV�

WR�EH�D� ODFN�RI�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�VD\�WKDW�WKH\�NQRZ�ZKHUH�WKH\�FDQ�¿QG�KHOS��:LWK�WKLV� LQ�PLQG��

WKH�$%$�/$/,&�VXUYH\HG�ZRPHQ�ZKR�FODLP�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�YLFWLPV�RI�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�WR�VHH�ZKDW�OHYHOV�

RI�HGXFDWLRQ�WKH\�KDG�DWWDLQHG��:KDW�WKH\�IRXQG�ZDV�D�YDULRXV�VSUHDG�ZLWK�����KDYLQJ�SRVW�JUDGXDWH�

GHJUHHV������KDYLQJ�FROOHJH�OHYHO�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�����ZLWK�KLJK�VFKRRO�HGXFDWLRQ��7KH\�IROORZHG�WKLV�

XS�ZLWK�D�SRVW�WUDLQLQJ�HYDOXDWLRQ�VXUYH\�WKDW�KDG�TXHVWLRQV�FOHDUO\�DERXW�WKH�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�LQGXVWU\��

Their conclusion states,

6LJQL¿FDQW� ¿QGLQJV� VXJJHVW� WKDW� WKHUH� ZDV� NQRZOHGJH� JDLQHG� E\� WKH� VWXGHQWV� DERXW�

KXPDQ�WUDI¿FNLQJ��,W�DOVR�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�WUDLQLQJ�LQFUHDVHG�WKHLU�PRWLYDWLRQ�WR�VWDUW�D�VWXGHQW�

organization. Knowledge is important to help children and students to protect themselves 

which is crucial in the safety of children. Results indicate that training is an effective method 

LQ� KDYLQJ� FKLOGUHQ� JDLQ� NQRZOHGJH� RQ� WKH� VXEMHFW� RI� KXPDQ� WUDI¿FNLQJ� DQG� KDYH� WKH� WRROV�

necessary to protect themselves and to organize student organization to support and help 

others (11).
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7KH�GDWD�JDWKHUHG�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�WKH�OHYHO�RI�VNLOOV�LQ�DVVHVVLQJ�YLFWLPV�RI�KXPDQ�WUDI¿FNLQJ�

by professionals increased and also suggested that education is a powerful and effective model in 

ZRUNLQJ�WR�HPSRZHU�ZRPHQ�WR�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ��

Empowering Women through Political Participation

While gender parity and educational attainment levels are good suspects for what kind of 

ODZV�DUH�FUHDWHG�WR�SURKLELW�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�ZLWKLQ�D�FRXQWU\²/HVOLH�:ROIH�DQG�*XQLOOD�(NEHUJ�ZRXOG�

DUJXH� WKDW� WKH� OHDGLQJ� VXVSHFW� LV�� LQ� IDFW�� WKH�QHHG� IRU�ZRPHQ¶V� LVVXHV� WR�EH�EHWWHU� UHSUHVHQWHG�DQG�

championed by greater numbers of women in parliament. Shirley Chisholm who served in Congress in 

WKH�����V�VWDWHG��³7KH�ODZ�FDQQRW�GR�WKH�PDMRU�SDUW�RI�WKH�MRE�RI�ZLQQLQJ�HTXDOLW\�IRU�ZRPHQ��:RPHQ�

PXVW� GR� LW� IRU� WKHPVHOYHV�� 7KH\�PXVW� EHFRPH� UHYROXWLRQDULHV´� �(NEHUJ�� ������� � 7KH� IDFW� WKDW� ODZV�

DUH� LQ�SODFH�WR�SURKLELW�KXPDQ�WUDI¿FNLQJ� LQ�DOO�FRXQWULHV�\HW�DUH�XVXDOO\� WUHDWHG�ZLWK� LPSXQLW\�DQG�

RIWHQ�WLPHV�SHUVHFXWH�WKH�YLFWLP�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�WUDI¿FNHU�JRHV�WR�VKRZ�WKH�ODFN�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�SXUSRVH��

reach, and scope that is necessary for such laws to protect the rights of women who are victims of sex 

WUDI¿FNLQJ��:ROIH�DUJXHV�WKH�QHHG�IRU�PRUH�ZRPHQ�DQG�IHPLQLVW�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�LQ�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�

KHU�WUHDWLVH��³)LJKWLQJ�WKH�:DU�RQ�7UDI¿FNLQJ�RI�:RPHQ�DQG�*LUOV��7KH�5ROH�RI�6WDWH�/HJLVODWXUHV�´�,Q�

LW��:ROIH�DUJXHV�WKDW��³WDVN�IRUFH�PHPEHUV�PXVW�LQFOXGH�WRS�OHYHO�VWDWH�RI¿FLDOV²DWWRUQH\V�JHQHUDO�DQG�

VHFUHWDULHV�RI�KHDOWK��KXPDQ�VHUYLFHV��DQG�VRFLDO�VHUYLFHV²DV�ZHOO�DV�VWDWH�DQG�ORFDO�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DQG�

NH\�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�VWDWH�OHJLVODWXUH�>«@�2I�XWPRVW�LPSRUWDQFH��H[SHUWV�RQ�ZRPHQ¶V�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�PXVW�

EH�OHDGLQJ�PHPEHUV�RI�WKHVH�WDVN�IRUFHV´��:ROIH���������2UJDQL]DWLRQV�VXFK�DV�WKH�&HQWHU�IRU�:RPHQ�

Policy Studies is currently paving the way to craft the proper legal and policy framework that enables 

ORFDO�DQG�QDWLRQDO�JRYHUQPHQWV�WR�SURVHFXWH�DQG�SXQLVK�WUDI¿FNHUV�ZKLOH�SURWHFWLQJ�WKH�ZRPHQ�DQG�

JLUOV�ZKR�DUH�YLFWLPV�RI�VH[�DQG�ODERU�WUDI¿FNLQJ��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�:ROIH��WUDI¿FNLQJ�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�LV�D��

³GLVHDVH�RI�SDWULDUFKDO�VRFLHW\��WKH�TXLQWHVVHQWLDO�YLRODWLRQ�RI�ZRPHQ¶V�DXWRQRP\�DQG�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DQG�

WKH�XOWLPDWH�UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�ZRPHQ¶V�VWDWXV�DV�WKH�SURSHUW\�RI�PHQ��DV�FRPPRGLWLHV�DQG�DV�FUHDWXUHV�ZKR�

H[LVW�SULPDULO\�WR�VHUYLFH�PHQ¶V�VH[XDO�GHVLUH´��:ROIH���������%HFDXVH�DOO�JRYHUQPHQWV�DQG�VRFLHWLHV�

ZLWKLQ�6RXWKHDVW�$VLD� WHQG� WR�EH�PDOH�GRPLQDWHG²ZRPHQ¶V� LVVXHV�DUH�RIWHQ� WLPHV�SLJHRQ�KROHG�DV�

ZRPHQ¶V�ULJKWV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV��:ROIH�DQG�(NEHUJ�DWWHPSW�WR�UHPHG\�WKLV�E\�LQFUHDVLQJ�WKH�

QXPEHU�RI�ZRPHQ¶V�ULJKWV�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�LQ�ERWK�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�SROLWLFV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�:ROIH�

[Governments] must include advocates for refugee and immigrant women, providers of 

VHUYLFHV� DQG� VXSSRUW� IRU� VXUYLYRUV� RI� GRPHVWLF� YLROHQFH� DQG� VH[XDO� DVVDXOW�� DGYRFDWHV� IRU� ZRPHQ¶V�

human rights in multiple arenas, community based organizations that serve women and girls and the 

IHPLQLVW�VFKRODU�DFWLYLVW�ZKRVH�UHVHDUFK�LV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKHVH�LVVXHV��:ROIH������

����������

,Q� SODFHV� VXFK� DV� 6ZHGHQ� ZKHUH� ¿JKWLQJ� VH[� WUDI¿FNLQJ� LV� D� SULRULW\� RI� WKH� FRXQWU\¶V�

government, these efforts are seen as crucial to creating a democratic society where “full gender equality 

is the norm” and recognizes the right for men and women equal participation in all areas of society. 

While Wolfe and Ekberg only provide a single case study in understanding the role of increased female 

UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�LQ�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�¿JKWLQJ�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ��6ZHGHQ�LV�VHHQ�DV�D�SLRQHHU�LQ�FKDPSLRQLQJ�

ZRPHQ¶V�ULJKWV�DQG�HTXDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�IRU�KLJKO\�JHQGHUHG�LVVXHV�VXFK�DV�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ��

Lozada
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Relevance
7KLV�VWXG\�LV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�VHYHUDO�UHDVRQV��)LUVW��VH[XDO�H[SORLWDWLRQ�DQG�WUDI¿FNLQJ�DUH�RQ�

WKH�ULVH�DQG�LQFUHDVLQJO\�PRUH�JOREDOL]HG�WKDQ�HYHU��:KLOH�VH[�ZRUNHUV�IURP�$VLD�DUH�WUDI¿FNHG�WR�WKH�

most numerous regions, Europe remains to be the largest recipient of sex workers from the widest 

range of destinations. The Americas also make up the second largest demographic of sex tourists in 

Southeast Asia.  Even Japan has an entire underground economy created with the sole purpose of 

LPSRUWLQJ�VH[�ZRUNHUV�IURP�7KDLODQG�DQG�WKH�3KLOLSSLQHV���,Q�������WKHVH�WKUHH�HFRQRPLHV�DQG�$XVWUDOLD�

FRQWULEXWHG�QHDUO\�¿YH�PLOOLRQ�VH[�WRXULVWV�LQ�7KDLODQG�DORQH��EULQJLQJ�LQ�������ELOOLRQ²WKLUWHHQ�WLPHV�

PRUH� OXFUDWLYH�WKDQ�WKH�H[SRUWLQJ�RI�FRPSXWHUV� LQ�7KDLODQG��6RPH��������ZRPHQ�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�

WUDI¿FNHG�LQWR�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�HDFK�\HDU��PDLQO\�IURP�$VLD�DQG�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��81�*,)7����

6HFRQG��WKH�ULVH�RI�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�LV�LQH[WULFDEO\�WLHG�WR�WKH�ULVH�RI�+,9�$,'6�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�D�UHFHQW�TXDQWLWDWLYH�VWXG\�GRQH�E\�WKH�81'3�HQWLWOHG�³6H[�7UDI¿FNLQJ�DQG�67,�+,9�LQ�

6RXWKHDVW�$VLD�´�³¿QGLQJV�UHYHDOHG�D�FRQVLVWHQW�SDWWHUQ�WKDW�ZRPHQ�ZKR�ZHUH�YLFWLPV�RI�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ��

appear to suffer qualitatively and quantitatively different and greater levels of sexual risk [and…] 

SURYLGH� FRQVLVWHQW� HYLGHQFH� WKDW� WUDI¿FNLQJ� RI�ZRPHQ� DQG� JLUOV� IRU� VH[XDO� H[SORLWDWLRQ� SODFHV� VXFK�

LQGLYLGXDOV�DW�KLJK�ULVN�IRU�+,9��67,�LQIHFWLRQ´��81'3�����������:KDW��ZDV�VHHQ�DV�DQ�HSLGHPLF�LQ�WKH�

$IULFDQ�FRQWLQHQW� LQ�WKH�����V�KDV�LQFUHDVLQJO\�EHFRPH�D�KHDOWK�FDWDVWURSKH�LQ�WKH�6RXWKHDVW�$VLDQ�

UHJLRQ�DV�ZHOO��,Q�D�VSDQ�RI�MXVW����\HDUV��6RXWKHDVW�$VLDQ�FRXQWULHV�WKDW�KDYH�UHODWLYHO\�KLJK�UDWHV�RI�VH[�

WUDI¿FNHG�ZRPHQ�DOVR�H[SHULHQFH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�KLJK�UDWHV�RI�WKHLU�SRSXODWLRQ�OLYLQJ�ZLWK�+,9��$FFRUGLQJ�

WR�WKH�PRVW�UHFHQW�VWDWLVWLFV��7KDLODQG¶V�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�SUREOHP�LV�RQO\�VOLJKWO\�EHORZ�WKDW�RI�*KDQD��

0LQGLQJ�WKH�*DSV�LQ�'DWD
In the course of research and data collection, it has become evident that there is a huge 

JDS�RI�NQRZOHGJH�GXH�WR�WKH�ODFN�RI�UHOLDEOH�DQG�XVHIXO�VWDWLVWLFDO�GDWD�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�VXEMHFW��7KHUH�LV�

considerable variety and inconsistency in the quantitative data available. Most of the studies pertaining 

WR�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�LQ�6RXWKHDVW�$VLD�WHQG�WRZDUGV�FDVH�VWXGLHV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�VWDWLVWLFDO�DQDO\VLV��%HFDXVH�RI�

WKDW��VWXG\LQJ�ERWK�OHJDO�DQG�LOOHJDO�IRUPV�RI�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�RIWHQ�\LHOGV�TXHVWLRQDEOH�DQG�LQFRQFOXVLYH�

results because the numbers most social workers use are rough estimates. Each organization collects 

its own data and operates with the assumption that their data is the most accurate. Unfortunately, 

the gap between estimates is often so large that institutions and governments craft policy that either 

RYHUHPSKDVL]HV�VH[�WUDI¿FNHG�YLFWLPV�RU�XQGHU�UHSUHVHQWV�WKHP��VHH�'DWD�&RPSDULVRQ�6KHHW����EHORZ���
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Despite these setbacks, what can be better understood is whether gender parity, educational 

attainment, or female political participation is a better predictor of sex trade supply in Southeast Asia. 

In order to do so, this review examines the data readily available from reliable data sets from the UN 

*OREDO�,QLWLDWLYH�WR�)LJKW�7UDI¿FNLQJ��81�*,)7���8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�(GXFDWLRQDO��6FLHQWL¿F�DQG�&XOWXUDO�

2UJDQL]DWLRQ��81(6&2���WKH�:RUOG�%DQN��DQG�81,&()�LQ�RUGHU�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�JHQHUDO�FRQVHQVXV�

LQ�HDFK�FRXQWU\¶V�DWWLWXGHV�WRZDUGV�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�GHEDWH�RYHU�ZKDW�LV�WKH�EHVW�SUHGLFWRU�

RI�ZKDW�ZLOO�SURGXFH�EHWWHU�ODZV�DJDLQVW�KXPDQ�WUDI¿FNLQJ��

Research Design

In order to operationalize how gender parity, educational attainment, and female 

representatives in parliament affect the laws being passed in each country, we begin by establishing 

both dependent and independent variables. While other factors such as the size of the economy, 

poverty rates, drug use, and prevalence of birth control could have been used as independent variables 

WR�PHDVXUH� WKH�VWUHQJWK�RI�DQWL�WUDI¿FNLQJ� ODZV� LQ�HDFK�FRXQWU\��PDQ\�RI� WKH�H[LVWLQJ�¿HOG�UHVHDUFK�

�0DDFN�� ������ 5RGJHUV�� ������:ROIH� HW�� DO�� ������ UHIHU� WR� JHQGHU� SDULW\�� HGXFDWLRQDO� DWWDLQPHQW��

DQG�IHPDOH�SROLWLFDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�V\PSWRPV�RI�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�ZKLFK�LQFOXGH�KLJK�

levels of violence against women, a low availability of licit and gainful employment for women, and 

OLPLWHG�RU�IDLOHG�FDVHV�RI�SURVHFXWLRQ�RI�WUDI¿FNHUV��,QGLYLGXDOO\�FRQVLGHUHG��JHQGHU�SDULW\�LV�XVHG�DV�

DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOH�EHFDXVH�ZH�H[SHFW�WR�VHH�ZHDNHU�ODZV�DJDLQVW�WUDI¿FNLQJ�LQ�FRXQWULHV�ZKHUH�D�

low level of gender parity exists. A level of educational attainment is also considered because we expect 

WR�VHH�VWURQJHU�ODZV�DJDLQVW�WUDI¿FNLQJ�LQ�FRXQWULHV�WKDW�SODFH�D�KLJK�SUHPLXP�RQ�ZRPHQ¶V�HGXFDWLRQ��

)XUWKHUPRUH��HGXFDWLRQDO�DWWDLQPHQW� LV�D�NH\� IDFWRU� LQ�VRFLDO��SROLWLFDO��DQG�HFRQRPLF�GHYHORSPHQW��

Lastly, we consider female political representation as an independent variable because of the role 

IHPDOH�SROLWLFDO�¿JXUHV�SOD\� LQ�HQVXULQJ�VWURQJ� ODZV�DUH�SDVVHG�WR�SURVHFXWH�WUDI¿FNHUV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WR�

SURWHFW�WKH�YLFWLPV�RI�WUDI¿FNLQJ�
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Ideally, a perfect dependent variable would be to measure the real numbers of enslaved sex 

WUDI¿FNHG�ZRPHQ�LQ�6RXWKHDVW�$VLD��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��QR�RI¿FLDO�QXPEHUV�RI�VH[�ZRUNHUV�H[LVW�EHFDXVH�

prostitution is technically illegal in all Southeast Asian countries. While the best estimates are provided 

E\�&RDOLWLRQ�$JDLQVW�7UDI¿FNLQJ�LQ�:RPHQ��&$7:��WKDW�UDQN�7KDLODQG�DV�WKH�FRXQWU\�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�

QXPEHU� RI� SURVWLWXWHV� UDQJLQJ� IURP� HVWLPDWHV� EHWZHHQ� �������� WR� ����PLOOLRQ� ZRPHQ²D� WKLUG� RI�

whom are minors, the data estimates provided are extremely unpredictable and leave a huge margin of 

HUURU�ZKHQ�DQDO\]HG��+HQFH��DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�ZD\�RI�PHDVXULQJ�VH[�WUDI¿FNHG�ZRPHQ�LV�WKURXJK�WKH�SUR[\�

YDULDEOH�RI�WKH�7UDI¿FNLQJ�LQ�3HUVRQV�5HSRUW��7L3�UHSRUW��GRQH�DQQXDOO\�E\�WKH�8�6��6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW��

The tier systems, while an imperfect measurement of the effectiveness of the laws, at least follow the 

WUHQG�RI�QXPEHUV�LQYROYHG�LQ�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ²ZLWK�7KDLODQG�KDYLQJ�������RI�LWV�SRSXODWLRQ�LQYROYHG�LQ�

WKH�LQIRUPDO�HFRQRP\�IROORZHG�E\�������LQ�WKH�3KLOLSSLQHV��

Dependent Variable
         Tier Ranking

Tier 1 Description

Countries whose governments fully comply 
with the TVPA’s minimum standards for the 
HOLPLQDWLRQ�RI�WUDI¿FNLQJ��7KH�VWDQGDUGV�DUH�DV�
follows: 

(a) The government of the country should 
SURKLELW�VHYHUH�IRUPV�RI�WUDI¿FNLQJ�LQ�SHUVRQV�
DQG�SXQLVK�DFWV�RI�VXFK�WUDI¿FNLQJ�

(b) For the knowing commission of any act of 
VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�LQYROYLQJ�IRUFH��IUDXG��FRHUFLRQ��
RU�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�YLFWLP�RI�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�LV�D�FKLOG�
incapable of giving meaningful consent, or of 
WUDI¿FNLQJ�ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�UDSH�RU�NLGQDSSLQJ�
or which causes a death, the government 
of the country should prescribe punishment 
commensurate with that for grave crimes, such 
as forcible sexual assault.

(c) For the knowing commission of any act 
RI�D�VHYHUH�IRUP�RI�WUDI¿FNLQJ�LQ�SHUVRQV��WKH�
government of the country should prescribe 
SXQLVKPHQW�WKDW�LV�VXI¿FLHQWO\�VWULQJHQW�WR�GHWHU�
DQG�WKDW�DGHTXDWHO\�UHÀHFWV�WKH�KHLQRXV�QDWXUH�
of the offense.

(d) The government of the country should make 
serious and sustained efforts to eliminate severe 
IRUPV�RI�WUDI¿FNLQJ�LQ�SHUVRQV�

Tier 2 Countries whose governments do not fully 
comply with the TVPA’s minimum standards 
EXW�DUH�PDNLQJ�VLJQL¿FDQW�HIIRUWV�WR�EULQJ�
themselves into compliance with those 
standards.

Lozada
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Tier 2 Watch List Countries whose governments do not fully 
comply with the TVPA’s minimum standards, 
EXW�DUH�PDNLQJ�VLJQL¿FDQW�HIIRUWV�WR�EULQJ�
themselves into compliance with those 
standards AND:

a) The absolute number of victims of severe 
IRUPV�RI�WUDI¿FNLQJ�LV�YHU\�VLJQL¿FDQW�RU�LV�
VLJQL¿FDQWO\�LQFUHDVLQJ�

b) There is a failure to provide evidence of 
increasing efforts to combat severe forms of 
WUDI¿FNLQJ�LQ�SHUVRQV�IURP�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU��
including increased investigations, prosecution, 
DQG�FRQYLFWLRQV�RI�WUDI¿FNLQJ�FULPHV��LQFUHDVHG�
assistance to victims, and decreasing evidence 
RI�FRPSOLFLW\�LQ�VHYHUH�IRUPV�RI�WUDI¿FNLQJ�E\�
JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV��RU

c) The determination that a country is making 
VLJQL¿FDQW�HIIRUWV�WR�EULQJ�LWVHOI�LQWR�FRPSOLDQFH�
with minimum standards was based on 
commitments by the country to take additional 
steps over the next year.

Tier 3 Countries whose governments do not fully 
comply with the minimum standards and are not 
PDNLQJ�VLJQL¿FDQW�HIIRUWV�WR�GR�VR�

7DEOH��

 

Independent Variables                 

                   Index

Description

Gender Parity Index (GPI) The ratio of girls to boys in primary, secondary, 
and tertiary education as recorded annually by 
the Institute for Statistics of UNESCO.

Level of Educational Attainment The level of educational attainment as 
measured by the number of females over the 
total number of students measured annually by 
the World Bank Data Systems. This is broken 
down into Primary, Secondary, and Tertiary 
education.

Political Representation The ratio of females to males in each country’s 
government as provided by the World Bank 
Data Systems.

Table 3

In order to best understand the relationships between the independent variable of each 

FRXQWU\¶V�WLHU�UDQNLQJ�DQG�WKH�GHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOHV�RI�JHQGHU�SDULW\��HGXFDWLRQDO�DWWDLQPHQW�OHYHOV��DQG�

political representation, each variable in the compiled data set was run through a linear regression for 

HDFK�\HDU�EHJLQQLQJ�LQ������ZKHQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�WLHUV�ZHUH�HVWDEOLVKHG�XS�XQWLO�WKH�SUHVHQW�GD\��

Lozada
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This endeavor primarily entailed quantitative analysis operationalized using the linear 

UHJUHVVLRQ�IXQFWLRQ�RI�WKH�6366�SURJUDP��7KLV�SURFHVV�DWWHPSWV�WR�¿QG�VWURQJ�VLJQL¿FDQW�UHODWLRQVKLSV�

and positive or negative correlations as well as counter-intuitive patterns that may be revealed after 

WKH� GDWD� KDV� EHHQ� SURFHVVHG�� 7KH� VLJQL¿FDQFH� OHYHO� FXW�RII� LQ� RUGHU� IRU� D� YDULDEOH� WR� EH� GHHPHG� DV�

VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�LV�IRU�WKH�3�YDOXH�WR�EH�OHVV�WKDQ������7KH�HIIHFWV�DUH�VLJQL¿FDQW�DW�WKH�����OHYHO��

In order to better understand the basic general trends and movements of each variable, graphs are also 

included to measure each variable over time . 

Data
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Analysis

After running linear regressions on each of the dependent variables over the independent 

variables, results returned inconclusive. Although it is important to note that two variables were deemed 

KLJKO\� VWDWLVWLFDOO\� VLJQL¿FDQW��7KH�¿UVW� VLJQL¿FDQW� IDFWRU� LV�D�PHDVXUH�RI� VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI� HGXFDWLRQDO�

DWWDLQPHQW� OHYHOV� DQG� KRZ� WKH\� UHODWH� WR� FRXQWU\� WLHUV� LQ� ������:KDW� WKH� GDWD� UHYHDOHG� LV� D� �����

VLJQL¿FDQFH�WKDW�SDVVHG�WKH�WHVW�IRU�QHHGHG�YDOXH�LQ�RUGHU�IRU�LW�WR�EH�GHHPHG�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�DW�

WKH�����OHYHO��$V�WKHUH�LV�D����LQFUHDVH�LQ�7LHU�UDQNLQJ��PHDQLQJ�WKH�ODZV�JRW�ZHDNHU��DV�WKHUH�ZDV�DQ�

LQFUHDVH�LQ�QXPEHUV�RI�SULPDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�DWWDLQPHQW�IRU�JLUOV�LQ�������,QWHUHVWLQJO\��WKH�GDWD�UHYHDOHG�

RSSRVLWH�UHVXOWV�IRU�WKH�VDPH�YDULDEOH�LQ�������$V�WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�IHPDOH�PDOH�SULPDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�

DWWDLQPHQW�URVH��D������GHFUHDVH�LQ�7LHU�UDQNLQJ�RFFXUUHG��PHDQLQJ�WKH�ODZV�EHFRPH�VWURQJHU��

%DVHG�RQ�WKH�GDWD��QR�¿UP�SUHGLFWLRQ�FDQ�EH�PDGH�FRQFOXVLYHO\��%HFDXVH�WKH�VDPH�YDULDEOH�RI�

SULPDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�ERWK�FRQ¿UPV�DQG�UHMHFWV�+��IRU�GLIIHUHQW�\HDUV²�����UHMHFWV�WKH�K\SRWKHVLV�ZKLOH�

�����FRQ¿UPV�LW��WKH�UHVXOWV�DUH�VDLG�WR�EH�LQFRQFOXVLYH��%XW�WKLV�LV�QRW�WR�VD\�WKDW�JHQHUDO�LQIHUHQFHV�

cannot be made. Based on general trends of the graphs that account for the primary levels of education 

IRU�ZRPHQ�DQG�WKH�JUDSK�WKDW�DFFRXQWV�IRU�WKH�HDFK�FRXQWU\¶V�WLHU�UDQNLQJ��ZH�FDQ�LQIHU�D�FRUUHODWLRQ�

between the increase in primary educational attainment and Tier Ranking.

Policy Implications 

7KH�GDWD�PDNHV�VHQVH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�+RGJH�DQG�/LHW]¶V�³SXVK�DQG�SXOO�IDFWRUV´²YDULDEOHV�WKDW�

argue that while some variables push individuals away from their originating country, others pull them 

towards countries that have glamorous industrialized nations. Although they cite most of the push-

factors to be economic such as poverty, war, and the lack of a promising future to foster discontent, the 

pull-factors they mention are sociological such as media-constructed images that offered a chance at 
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a better life. 

&KLOGUHQ�LQ�SULPDU\�VFKRRO�DUH�SDUWLFXODUO\�YXOQHUDEOH�WR�VH[�WUDI¿FNHUV��%HFDXVH�WKH�\HDUV�

spent primary school is an age where young boys and girls are most impressionable, this leads them to 

believe that a family friend or even an acquaintance that offers them a better life will deliver on such 

SURPLVHV��,QVWHDG��WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�WKDW�PDQ\�\RXQJ�JLUOV�¿QG�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�LV�QR�SDUDGLVH�EXW�D�UHDOLW\�RI�

hellish sexual and psychological abuse that lasts for years. 

:KHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�UHJXODWLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�ROGHVW�SURIHVVLRQ��VFKRODUV�DQG�SROLF\�PDNHUV�DUH�

GLYLGHG� DV� WR� ZKDW�� LI� DQ\WKLQJ� VKRXOG� EH� GRQH�ZLWK� WKH� LVVXH� RI� VH[� WUDI¿FNLQJ� LQ� 6RXWKHDVW� $VLD��

$OWKRXJK� WKH� WUDI¿FNLQJ� RI� ZRPHQ� DQG� FKLOGUHQ� DFURVV� GRPHVWLF� DQG� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� ERUGHUV� LV� DQ�

ancient phenomenon, it poses serious contemporary social, political, and economic complications in an 

LQFUHDVLQJO\�JOREDOL]HG�ZRUOG��%HFDXVH�RI�LWV�OXFUDWLYH�QDWXUH��SRVLWLYH�LQÀXHQFH�LQ�HPSOR\PHQW�UDWHV��

QDWLRQDO�LQFRPH��DQG�WKH�UHJLRQ¶V�HFRQRPLF�JURZWK��VFKRODUV�DQG�SROLF\�PDNHUV�RIWHQ�UDWLRQDOL]H�VH[�

WUDI¿FNLQJ�DV�D�SUR¿WDEOH�LQGXVWU\�LQ�WKH�ULVLQJ�6RXWKHDVW�$VLDQ�HFRQRP\��%XW�LQ�VSLWH�RI�WKH�HFRQRPLF�

EHQH¿WV� RI� VH[� WUDI¿FNLQJ�� LW� FRPHV� DW� D� KLJK� FRVW� WR� WKH� UHJLRQ¶V� VRFLDO� DQG� SROLWLFDO� GHYHORSPHQW��

7KH�SURPLQHQFH�RI�ERWK�OHJDO�DQG�LOOHJDO�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�LQGXVWU\�LQ�WKH�$6($1�FRXQWULHV�PDNHV�WKHLU�

economies dependent upon the presence of this industry.

Scholars and policy makers alike also share a common understanding of the lucrative nature 

RI�WKH�VH[�WUDGH�LQGXVWU\�ZLWK�PRGHVW�QXPEHUV�LQ�WKH�HVWLPDWLRQ�RI�DERXW���������VH[�VODYHV�JHQHUDWLQJ�

DQ�DQQXDO�SUR¿W�RI�DURXQG�������ELOOLRQ�IRU�WKHLU�VODYHKROGHUV��/HXFKWDJ���������VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�LV�WKH�

second most lucrative form of organized crime next to narcotics and arms sales (U.S. Department of 

6WDWH���������%HFDXVH�WKHUH�H[LVWV�DQ�XQGHUVWRRG�DVVXPSWLRQ�WKDW�VH[XDO�H[SORLWDWLRQ�DOPRVW�DOZD\V�

involves fraud and deception, the issue of consent is deemed irrelevant by the United Nations. 

%HFDXVH�RI�WKH�IUDXGXOHQW�DQG�GHFHSWLYH�QDWXUH�RI�VH[�WUDI¿FNHUV��DV�WKH�GDWD�KDV�UHYHDOHG�

WKH�SULPDU\�\HDUV�RI�D�FKLOG¶V�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�FUXFLDO�LQ�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�SURWHFW�WKHP�DJDLQVW�EHLQJ�FDXJKW�

LQ�WKH�VQDUH�RI�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�ULQJV��7KH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�SROLF\�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�WKDW�FDQ�EH�PDGH�DUH�

Southeast Asian governments commitment to protect and inform both the children and their parents 

RI�WKH�WKUHDW�RI�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�IURP�WKH�HDUO\�\HDUV��7KLV�FDQ�EH�GRQH�WKURXJK�LQFUHDVHG� LQYHVWPHQW�

in educational infrastructure and the creation of a division in the Department of Education in each 

country that deals solely with raising awareness of the issue and where children and parents can run if 

WKH\�¿QG�WKHPVHOYHV�EHLQJ�VROLFLWHG�E\�D�WUDI¿FNHU�

Question of Legalizing Prostitution

 While the issue of prevention through childhood education is crucial in combating against 

VH[�WUDI¿FNHUV��WKH�TXHVWLRQ�UHPDLQV�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�WKH�OHJDOL]DWLRQ�RI�SURVWLWXWLRQ�ZLOO�KHOS�GLVWLQJXLVK�

between sex slaves and professional sex workers. No research exists that conclusively proves that 

legal prostitution decreases illegal prostitution. Trends reveal, however, that legalization only seems 

to increase both legal and illegal prostitution while nations that already have legalized prostitution 

VXFK�DV�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV�DQG�*HUPDQ\��KDYH�EHFRPH�PDJQHWV�IRU�WUDI¿FNHUV��(UH]��(���,EDUUD��3��5���	�

0F'RQDOG��:��)����������

�:KLOH�OLEHUDO�)HPLQLVWV�OLNH�.XR�WHQG�WR�DUJXH�IRU�WKH�WHPSRUDU\�QHFHVVLW\�RI�SURVWLWXWLRQ�DV�

a legitimized market within the Southeast Asian economy, Leuchtag makes a stronger case against Kuo 

by arguing using the case study of the legalization of prostitution in Victoria, Australia. In her argument, 
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she warns policy makers against the pervasive assumption that legalizing prostitution will diminish the 

negative effects suffered by women in the sex industry such as violence, exploitation, and health effects. 

What the case study reveals in Victoria, Australia is that legalization led to the strengthening and 

perpetuating of the culture of violence and exploitation inherent in prostitution. Under the auspices 

of protecting voluntary prostitutes, the legalization of the industry only led to the proliferation of both 

OHJDO�DQG� LOOHJDO�EURWKHOV�DOO� WKH�ZKLOH� LQFUHDVLQJ�WKH� WUDI¿FNLQJ�RI�ZRPHQ�LQ�RUGHU� WR�PHHW� WKH�QHZ�

GHPDQG��/HXFKWDJ���������6KH�FRQWLQXHV�WR�ZDUQ�DJDLQVW�WKH�DVVXPSWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�³$PVWHUGDP�PRGHO´�

works to protect prostitutes within the country. In reality, this model that legalized prostitution in the 

name of “self-determination and empowerment for women,” failed on multiple levels to protect the 

KHDOWK��VDIHW\��DQG�ZHOIDUH�RI�WKH�ZRPHQ�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��,Q�$PVWHUGDP¶V�����RI¿FLDOO\�OLVWHG�EURWKHOV��

����RI� WKH�SURVWLWXWHV�ZHUH� WUDI¿FNHG� IURP�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV²RI�ZKLFK�����SRVVHVV�QR� OHJDO�SDSHUV��

Leuchtag argues that legitimizing prostitution merely allows the government to wash its hands clean 

LQ�JLYLQJ�PHQ�WKH�³ULJKW´�WR�EX\��VH[XDOO\�XVH��DQG�SUR¿W�IURP�WKH�VH[XDO�H[SORLWDWLRQ�RI�VRPHRQH�HOVH¶V�

body. In arguing so, she cites economic desperation as a driving factor, failed policy initiatives as an 

open invitation for recruiters of the sex industry, while the patriarchal culture often acts as a conduit 

to sex work in seeing women as a “cash crop” to be exploited by both men and the state. While men use 

ZRPHQ�DV�DQ�REMHFW�IRU�WKHLU�VH[XDO�SOHDVXUH��WKH�VWDWH�KDV�RIWHQ�XVHG�WKHP�DV�D�PHDQV�WR�SD\�RII�LQWHUHVW�

on the foreign debt. Leuchtag discusses the dangerous policy implications of viewing prostitution from 

the human-rights approach and that, historically speaking, governments with the higher demands for 

VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�DUH�DOVR�WKH�VDPH�RQHV�WR�ZDQW�WR�VHSDUDWH�LVVXHV�RI�WUDI¿FNLQJ�IURP�WKDW�RI�SURVWLWXWLRQ��

7KH�PRVW�UHFHQW�DQG�QRWLFHDEO\�HIIHFWLYH�SROLWLFDO�PHDVXUH�WDNHQ�WR�FRPEDW�VH[�WUDI¿FNLQJ�

was instituted in Sweden. Since its adaptation of the Law That Prohibits the Purchase of Sexual Services 

in 1999, the country has seen a mixture of a stagnant and often steady decline of men procuring sex 

and has been touted as a model for crafting policy against prostitution. According to Swedish law, 

prostitution is viewed as a form of male sexual violence against women and children. By implication, 

men who purchase sexual services from women are criminalized rather than the women who are 

SURYLGHG�ZLWK�VHUYLFHV�WR�DVVLVW�WKHP�LQ�OHDYLQJ�WKH�SURVWLWXWLRQ�LQGXVWU\��)XUWKHU�VDQFWLRQV�DUH�SODFHG�

DJDLQVW�6ZHGLVK�FLWL]HQV�E\�VXEMHFWLQJ�WKHP�WR�SURVHFXWLRQ�LI� WKH\�DUH�FDXJKW�DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�SURFXUH�

VH[XDO�VHUYLFHV�DQ\ZKHUH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��(NEHUJ���������$OWKRXJK�QR�RWKHU�FRXQWU\�KDV�IROORZHG�6ZHGHQ¶V�

lead, data reveals promising results in diminishing the demand for sex workers from Southeast Asia. If 

this is the case, then the laws of basic macroeconomics are in our favor and we may, perhaps, see the 

supply follow the downward trend of demand.

Conclusions
:KLOH� WKH� GDWD� IURP� WKLV� UHVHDUFK� UHYHDOV� QR� GH¿QLWH� FRQFOXVLRQV� LQ� ZKLFK� IDFWRUV� DUH�

WKH� EHVW� DW� SUHGLFWLQJ� WKH� HI¿FDF\� RI� ODZV�� WKHUH� DSSHDUV� WR� EH� D� FRUUHODWLRQ� LQ� WKH� GDWD� RI� SULPDU\�

level of education and the extent to which laws are passed to protect women and children against 

VH[� WUDI¿FNLQJ��+RZHYHU��EHFDXVH�RI� WKH�VPDOO� VDPSOH�VL]H��JDSV� LQ� WKH�DYDLODEOH�GDWD��DQG�D� ODFN�RI�

LQIRUPDWLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�SULPDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�HDFK�VSHFL¿F�FRQWH[W��QR�¿UP�FRQFOXVLRQV�

FDQ�EH�PDGH�DQG�WKH�UHVXOWV�VKRXOG�EH�WDNHQ�ORRVHO\��)XUWKHU�UHVHDUFK�VKRXOG�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�

EHWZHHQ� SULPDU\� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG� WKH� VWUHQJWK� RI� DQWL�WUDI¿FNLQJ� ODZV� LQ� HDFK� LQGLYLGXDO� FRQWH[W��

%XW� LI� WKH� ¿QGLQJV� UHÀHFWHG� WKH� UHDOLW\� RI� VH[� WUDI¿FNLQJ� LQ� WKH� 6RXWKHDVW�$VLDQ� UHJLRQ��ZLWK� EHWWHU�
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preventative measures installed in primary schoolhouses, we should hope to see an overall decrease in 

VH[�WUDI¿FNHG�JLUOV�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��:KLOH�RWKHU�YDULDEOHV�ZLOO�VKDSH�DQG�DIIHFW�KRZ�WKH�VH[�WUDGH�ZLOO�ORRN�

in any particular context, there are still clear political sanctions that can be enforced in order to protect 

DQG�HGXFDWH�WKH�YLFWLPV�DQG�SXQLVK�WKH�VH[�WUDI¿FNHU��$V�WKLV� LQTXLU\�KDV�GHWHUPLQHG��JRYHUQPHQWV�

must integrate better preventative measures in the primary schools to protect children where they are 

most vulnerable. As we see schoolhouses become more and more equipped to protect and inform their 

VWXGHQWV��ZH�KRSH�WR�VHH�PRUH�HI¿FLHQW�ODZV�DQG�OHVV�JLUOV�UHFUXLWHG�IRU�EURWKHOV��Ɉ

Lozada
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