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 THE STATE’S STRUGGLE
TO MASTER ASYMMETRICAL WARFARE

Joe Wisniewski

Abstract

7KH�ODVW�GHFDGH�RI�$PHULFDQ�PLOLWDU\�SROLF\�KDV�EHHQ�GHGLFDWHG�WR�¿JKWLQJ�DQ�HQLJPD�±KRZ�

WR�ZDJH�ZDU�DJDLQVW�DQ�HQHP\�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�WKLQN��DFW��RU�¿JKW�OLNH�ZH�GR��DQ�HQHP\�WKDW�ZHDUV�QR�

uniform, utilizes any tactic, and swears its allegiance not to a government, but an ideology. However, 

WKLV�TXHVWLRQ�KDV�QRW�MXVW�WURXEOHG�$PHULFD�WRGD\�LQ�WKH�WZHQW\�¿UVW�FHQWXU\��,W�KDV�WURXEOHG�HYHU\�

governmental entity since the city-state of Athens fought Melos over two thousand years ago. This 

enigma is asymmetrical warfare.

The only way to truly study asymmetrical warfare is to take into account its long history. Thus, 

WKLV�SDSHU�XWLOL]HV�D�GDWDVHW�WKDW�FRQWDLQV�DOPRVW�WZR�KXQGUHG�ZDUV�IRXJKW�VLQFH������LQ�RUGHU�WR�

measure the relationship between the duration of asymmetrical war and the state’s chances of victory. 

The results showcased little difference in the state’s percentage of victory for short and medium length 

wars. For wars over three years, the chances of victory for the state plunged by thirty-one percent. 

7KLV�³WKUHH�\HDU�VZLWFK´�¿WV�LQWR�H[LVWLQJ�PRGHOV�RQ�KRZ�WHUURULVP�LV�HIIHFWLYHO\�HYROYLQJ�WR�FRPEDW�

the state and provides another clue in the state’s struggle to master asymmetrical warfare.

Purpose and Overview

The aircraft hovered over an old abandoned home in the deserts of rural Afghanistan. Inside, a 

JURXS�RI�LQVXUJHQWV�EUDFHG�WKHPVHOYHV��+RXUV�EHIRUH��D�FRQYR\�RI�WUXFNV�KDG�EHHQ�VSUD\HG�E\�JXQ¿UH��

7KH�LQVXUJHQWV�UHVSRQVLEOH�KDG�ÀHG�WR�D�VPDOO�YLOODJH�PLOHV�DZD\�DQG�VRXJKW�UHIXJH��7KH\�FRXOG�KHDU�

the motor and knew what was to come. A split second later, the house exploded. Ironically, the year 

ZDV�QRW�������EXW������DV�WKH�%ULWLVK�GHVSHUDWHO\�KHOG�RQWR�WKHLU�FUXPEOLQJ�HPSLUH��1RU�ZDV�WKH�

attack conducted by an American drone, but with what the British considered a piece of untested tech-

QRORJ\�WKDW�ZRXOG�UHYROXWLRQL]H�ZDUIDUH�±�WKH�DLUSODQH��7KH�VLPLODULWLHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�$PHULFDQ�GURQH�

FDPSDLJQ�DJDLQVW�WHUURULVP�DQG�WKH�%ULWLVK�(PSLUH¶V�³DLU�FRQWURO´�GRFWULQH�DUH�VWULNLQJ��7KH\�VHUYH�

as a reminder that the clash of terrorists and insurgents against the state is an age-old problem that 

troubled the ancient city-state of Athens in its war against Melos as much as it does America today. 

6XFK�ZDUV�DUH�EHWWHU�NQRZQ�DV�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUV��/RZWKHU¶V�GH¿QHV�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUIDUH�DV�IROORZV��

³,W�LQYROYHV�>D�VWDWH@�DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�FRXQWHU�D�VW\OH�RI�ZDUIDUH�WKDW�LV�DOLHQ�DQG�XQIDPLOLDU�WR�WKHP�

FRQGXFWHG�E\�DQ�RSSRQHQW�WKDW�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�FRPSHWH�LI�LW�IRXJKW�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�WKDW�WKH�>WKH�

VWDWH@�SUHIHUUHG´���������%\�XVLQJ�/RZWKHU¶V�ZRUN�DV�D�IRXQGDWLRQ��WKLV�SDSHU�VHHNV�WR�XQFRYHU�WKH�

relationship between the length of asymmetrical warfare and its effect on the outcome of the war. Bur-

ied underneath these forgotten wars are clues to how the state can master this form of war. This paper 

attempts to discover some of these clues.
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This study’s hypothesis was that as asymmetrical wars get longer, the state’s chances of victory 

dramatically decrease. The study’s dependent variable was the outcome of the war, and the indepen-

GHQW�YDULDEOH�ZDV�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�WKH�ZDU��,�FRQWUROOHG�IRU�WKH�W\SH�RI�ZDU��FRORQLDO�RU�LPSHULDO���ZKR�

LQLWLDWHG�WKH�ZDU��DQG�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�DQRWKHU�VWDWH�LQWHUYHQHG��7KH�GDWDVHW�XVHG�ZDV�WKH�³H[WUD�VWDWH�

ZDUIDUH´�VHW�IURP�WKH�³&RUUHODWHV�RI�:DU´�SURMHFW��,W�FRQWDLQV�DOPRVW�WZR�KXQGUHG�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUV�

JRLQJ�EDFN�DOO�WKH�ZD\�WR�������6WDUWHG�E\�'DYLG�6LQJHU��DQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�UHFRJQL]HG�VFKRODU�LQ�LQ-

WHUQDWLRQDO�SROLWLFV��LQ�������WKH�SURMHFW�KDV�JRQH�RQ�WR�LQÀXHQFH�KXQGUHGV�RI�SROLWLFDO�VFLHQWLVWV��7KH�

FUHDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SURMHFW�DORQH�GUDPDWLFDOO\�LQFUHDVHG�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0LFKLJDQ¶V�ZRUOG�

SROLWLFV�SURJUDP��DQG�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�UHOLDEOH�VRXUFHV�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFW���������

When I ran a crosstabulation and chi-square tests on my variables, I discovered that the hypoth-

esis was correct. As the war got longer, the state’s chances of victory decreased. What I did not expect 

was how rapidly this transition would occur. There was virtually no difference in chances of victory 

for any war shorter than three years. However, if a war were to last longer than three years the state’s 

FKDQFHV�RI�YLFWRU\�IHOO�E\������,W�ZDV�DOPRVW�DV�LI�D�³WKUHH�\HDU�VZLWFK´�KDG�EHHQ�DFWLYDWHG��,�GLVFRYHUHG�

WKDW�WKHVH�¿QGLQJV�ZRUNHG�LQ�WDQJHQW�ZLWK�RWKHU�VFKRODUV�VWXGLHV�RI�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUIDUH��H[SODLQLQJ�

how insurgent groups around the world are evolving to effectively combat the state. 

Literature Review

A Flawed View of Asymmetrical Warfare

$V�D�OLQH�RI�%ULWLVK�LQIDQWU\�PHQ�VORZO\�PDUFKHG�IRUZDUG�RQ�DQ�RSHQ�¿HOG��D�JURXS�RI�$PHULFDQ�

PLOLWLDPHQ�GLG�VRPHWKLQJ�UDGLFDO�IRU�WKH�WLPH�SHULRG��5DWKHU�WKDQ�PDUFKLQJ�LQ�IRUPDWLRQ�DQG�¿JKWLQJ�

the world’s strongest military head-on they utilized the forest as cover. Slowly, they picked off the 

British infantry until the enemy force collapsed. During our own revolutionary war, American militia-

PHQ�HQJDJHG�LQ�ZKDW�WRGD\�LV�EHWWHU�NQRZQ�DV�³DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUIDUH�´��,URQLFDOO\��WKHVH�YHU\�WDFWLFV�

are being used against our forces in Afghanistan. The purpose of this literature review is to the guide 

the reader through the historical, theoretical, and empirical perspectives of the study of this unique 

form of war. In constructing this literature review, I discovered a gap in the data and research. Few 

studies have looked at the history of asymmetrical war as a whole, and none have focused solely on 

testing the relationship between the length of war and the state’s chances of winning over hundreds of 

asymmetrical wars. 

This study, and the theory it is trying to investigate, stems from a wealth of past research on what 

KDV�EHHQ�FROORTXLDOO\�WHUPHG�WKH�³PDWKHPDWLFV�RI�ZDU�´��1XPHURXV�VWXGLHV�KDYH�VKRZQ�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�

direct relation between insurgencies in asymmetrical war and patterns in the data that emerges from 

HYHU\�VXLFLGH�ERPELQJ��WR�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO�¿UH¿JKW�EHWZHHQ�WHUURULVWV�DQG�WKH�VWDWH��*RXUOH\�HW�DO��

������&HGHUPDQ�������-RKQVRQ�HW�DO��������-RKQVWRQ��������7KURXJKRXW�WKHVH�VWXGLHV��HDFK�WHDP�

FLWHG�/HZLV�5LFKDUGVRQ¶V�WUHQGVHWWLQJ�HVVD\�ZKLFK�¿UVW�GLVFRYHUHG�ZDU¶V�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�SRZHU�ODZV�

��������,I�WKH�PDMRU�ZDUV�RI�WKH���th century were to be placed into a power law graph, the line would 

EH�GLDJRQDO��SORWWLQJ�PDMRU�ZDUV�ZLWK�OHVV�IUHTXHQF\�DQG�WKRVH�RI�ORZ�LQWHQVLW\�WR�EH�PXFK�PRUH�IUH-

TXHQW��5LFKDUGVRQ¶V�VWXG\�ZDV�MXVW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��VRRQ�SK\VLFLVWV��PLOLWDU\�RI¿FHUV��DQG�HFRQRPLVWV��

banded together to develop models to explain the order that was appearing in the data. Considering 

that Richardson’s conclusion states that low-intensity war or asymmetrical warfare will be more com-
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mon, it is important to deploy statistical analysis to discover whether the state’s attempts to master 

asymmetrical warfare are succeeding.

Power Laws and War

 The empirical study of asymmetrical warfare embraces a little-used concept in political 

VFLHQFH�±�SRZHU�ODZV��3RZHU�ODZV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�$UWKXU�6SLUOLQJ��VXJJHVW�D�GLUHFW�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�

WKH�IUHTXHQF\�RI�DQ�HYHQW�DQG�LWV�VL]H���������,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��SROLWLFDO�VFLHQWLVWV�FDQ�ORRN�DW�WKH�GDWD�RI�

any war and accurately summarize its outcome, or even theorize and attempt to predict future events. 

:DU�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�IHZ�VXEMHFWV�WKDW�KDYH�VHHQ�SRZHU�ODZV�XVHG�IUHTXHQWO\��$UPHG�ZLWK�VXFK�NQRZO-

edge, numerous studies have utilized power laws to discover that insurgents1 across the world operate 

in extremely similar ways. 

8VLQJ�WKH�IUHTXHQF\�RI�DWWDFNV�DQG�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FDXVDOLWLHV�LQÀLFWHG��-RKQVRQ�HW�DO��GLVFRYHUHG�

that the counterinsurgency wars being waged in Colombia and Iraq showed the same power-law 

EHKDYLRU���������,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKH�LQVXUJHQWV�LQ�ERWK�ZDUV�ZHUH�H[HFXWLQJ�WKH�VDPH�PRGHO�RI�ZDU��

7KH\�KDG�HYROYHG�WR�HIIHFWLYHO\�¿JKW�WKH�VWDWH��,Q�WKH�VWXG\��ERWK�WKH�LQVXUJHQWV�LQ�&RORPELD�DQG�,UDT�

KDG�D�YHU\�VLPLODU�IUHTXHQF\�RI�DWWDFNV��7KHUH�ZHUH�YHU\�IHZ�ODUJH�DWWDFNV��EXW�WKRXVDQGV�RI�OLJKW�³KLW�

DQG�UXQ´�DWWDFNV�WKDW�VORZO\�ZHDNHQHG�WKH�VWDWH���������)RU�-RKQVRQ¶V�WHDP��WKLV�ZDV�D�VKRFNLQJ�

development because the wars in Colombia and Iraq were started for different reasons, in geographi-

cally distinct places. 

Taking this further, Sean Gourley et al. discovered the same phenomena in their study, except 

WKDW�WKH\�FROOHFWHG�GDWD�IURP�D�PXFK�ODUJHU�GDWDVHW�DQG�DSSOLHG�WKH�SRZHU�ODZ��$IWHU�UHDI¿UPLQJ�WKH�

study by Johnson’s team, they continued to form a model for terrorist behavior. They theorized that 

insurgents who survive the onslaught of military power by the state have developed organizational 

VWUXFWXUHV�WKDW�DUH�XQLWHG�HQRXJK�WR�HIIHFWLYHO\�¿JKW�WKH�VWDWH��EXW�IUDJPHQWHG�HQRXJK�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�

QHYHU�EH�HDVLO\�WDUJHWHG���������:KHQ�WKH\�DQDO\]HG�WKH�SRZHU�ODZ�UHODWLRQVKLS�LQ�WKH�JOREDO�ZDU�RQ�

WHUURU��WKH\�GLVFRYHUHG�WKDW�$O�4DHGD�KDG�GHYHORSHG�VXFK�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�PRGHO��������

Cederman details a practical analogy for power laws. In his study, he found that traditional ways 

of looking at war see world politics as billiard balls, when one ball slams into another it causes a chain 

effect. Power laws are much more like moving sand piles. Individually grains of sand shift in a pile, 

barely changing the status quo. Over time, however, these individual grains can create an avalanche 

WKDW�WUDQVODWHV�LQWR�VLJQL¿FDQW�SROLWLFDO�UDPL¿FDWLRQV���������+LV�DQDORJ\�H[SODLQV�KRZ�D�VHULHV�RI�ZHOO�

timed, but small terrorist attacks can create massive power shifts. For instance, during the initial in-

YDVLRQ�RI�$IJKDQLVWDQ��WKH�7DOLEDQ�DQG�$O�4DHGD�LQVXUJHQFLHV�ZHUH�LQLWLDOO\�ZLSHG�RXW��+RZHYHU��RYHU�

time, their collective hit and run tactics completely changed the tide of the war. 

Based on the empirical studies listed above, the general consensus is that insurgents show 

XQLYHUVDO�SDWWHUQV�RI�EHKDYLRU�LQ�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUIDUH��,Q�RUGHU�WR�VXUYLYH�¿JKWLQJ�DJDLQVW�WKH�VWDWH��

insurgencies become fragmented enough so that they are hard to target and united enough that they 

FDQ�PRXQW�HI¿FLHQW�FRXQWHUDWWDFNV��

�� �7KLV�SDSHU�DFFHSWV�%DUG�2¶1HLO¶V�GH¿QLWLRQ�RQ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�LQVXUJHQF\�DQG�WHUURULVP��2¶1HLO�GH¿QHV�LQVXU-
JHQF\�DV�³a struggle between a non-ruling group and the ruling authorities in which the non-ruling group consciously uses political 
UHVRXUFHV�DQG�YLROHQFH�WR�GHVWUR\��UHIRUPXODWH��RU�VXVWDLQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�OHJLWLPDF\�RI�RQH�RU�PRUH�DVSHFWV�RI�SROLWLFV´���������2QH�VXFK�
WDFWLF�RI�LQVXUJHQWV�LV�WHUURULVP��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��LQ�WRGD\¶V�FRQÀLFW�DJDLQVW�WHUURULVP�WKH�OLQHV�EHWZHHQ�WHUURULVWV�DQG�LQVXUJHQWV�FDQ�EH�
KDUG�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK��$V�D�UHVXOW��³WHUURULVW´�DQG�³LQVXUJHQW´�DUH�XVHG�LQWHUFKDQJHDEO\�LQ�WKLV�SDSHU��
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The Rich History of Asymmetrical Warfare

The historical perspective of asymmetrical warfare destroys the popular notion that the wars 

IDFLQJ�$PHULFD�WRGD\�KDYH�QR�FRPSDULVRQ�DQG�UHYHDOV�ZK\�YLFWRU\�FDQ�EH�VR�GLI¿FXOW�WR�DFKLHYH�IRU�

the state. This notion emerges from America’s historic short-term memory. Corum and Johnson 

FRPSLOHG�D�GHWDLOHG�KLVWRU\�RI�WKLV�IRUJRWWHQ�SDVW�LQ�$LUSRZHU�LQ�6PDOO�:DUV���������7KH�ZRUN�SRLQWV�

WR�$PHULFD¶V�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�SXUVLQJ�0H[LFDQ�UHEHO�IRUFHV�LQ������E\�WKH�8�6�$UP\��WKH�8�6��0DULQHV�

¿JKWLQJ�'RPLQLFDQ�DUP\�LUUHJXODUV�LQ�������RU�WKH�ORQJ�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDU�LQ�1LFDUDJXD�WKDW�ODVWHG�IRU�

RYHU�D�GHFDGH�ZLWK�RYHU�QLQH�LQWHUYHQWLRQV���������

%\�������WKH�8�6��0DULQHV�KDG�VR�PXFK�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUIDUH�WKDW�WKH\�SXEOLVKHG�

WKH�6PDOO�:DUV�0DQXDO��ZKLFK�GLUHFWO\�ZDUQHG�IXWXUH�PLOLWDU\�RI¿FHUV�WKDW�WKH�SROLWLFDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�

VSKHUHV�ZHUH�MXVW�DV�LPSRUWDQW��LI�QRW�PRUH�VR��WKDQ�PLOLWDU\�YLFWRULHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�ZLQ�LQ�DV\PPHWULFDO�

ZDUIDUH���������6RPH�FKDSWHUV�LQ�WKH�PDQXDO�UHDG�DV�LI�LW�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�LQ�WKH�WZHQW\�¿UVW�FHQWXU\��XQWLO�

one turns the page and discovers a chapter on how to care for military horses. 

The Tet Offensive highlighted this disparity between military might and political will. On one 

KDQG��WKH�DWWDFN�FRPSOHWHO\�VXUSULVHG�WKH�$PHULFDQ�IRUFHV��EXW�ZDV�TXLFNO\�FRQWDLQHG��LQÀLFWLQJ�PDV-

sive casualties on the communist North Vietnamese army. However, from a political perspective, the 

offensive turned the American people against the war. This historical example suggests that because 

the state actor is already seen as a more legitimate force, the standards of victory on both the military, 

economic, and political fronts are much higher than those of an insurgency. 

In Sarah Sewall’s introduction to the U.S. Army and Marine Corps’ Counterinsurgency Field 

0DQXDO��VKH�GLUHFWO\�FDOOV�LQWR�TXHVWLRQ�WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�YLFWRU\�IRU�D�VWDWH�DFWRU�LQ�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDU-

fare. Some analysts, particularly neoconservatives, believe in unleashing the full power of the United 

States military to completely destroy insurgencies and establish unquestionable victory. It is a black 

DQG�ZKLWH�YLHZ�RQ�D�FRPSOH[�W\SH�RI�ZDUIDUH��6HZDOO�FRXQWHUV�WKDW�WKLV�³UHMHFWV�WKH�FHQWUDO�WUXWK�WKDW�

counterinsurgency is largely a political exercise. It also demands that Americans abandon their core 

YDOXHV��7R�VDYH�RXUVHOYHV��ZH�ZRXOG�GHVWUR\�RXU�VRXOV´���������7KLV�LV�RQH�UHDVRQ�ZK\�WKH�VWDQGDUGV�

of victory are much higher for state; they are the legitimate actor with a set of core values; they are the 

RQHV�ZKR�PXVW�DQVZHU�WR�WKH�JOREDO�FRPPXQLW\�LI�WKH\�FRPPLW�KRUUL¿F�ZDU�FULPHV��

Bruce Hoffman, the Director of the Center for Security Studies at Georgetown University, further 

explains this higher standard of victory. According to Hoffman and Moshe Ya’alon, the former Chief 

of Staff of the Israel Defense Forces, insurgents and terrorists see states within the context of the 

³6SLGHU�ZHE�WKHRU\�´�/LNH�WKH�VWDWH��VSLGHU�ZHEV�DSSHDU�WR�EH�VWURQJ�DQG�VWDEOH��EXW�D�VLPSOH�PRWLRQ�

of one’s hand can cause the entire web to collapse. In other words, insurgents see citizens in the West-

HUQ�ZRUOG�DV�³VHOI�VDWLV¿HG��FRPIRUWDEOH��DQG�SDPSHUHG�WR�WKH�SRLQW�ZKHUH�WKH\�KDG�JRQH�VRIW´��������

�����:KHQ�WKH�6SLGHU�ZHE�WKHRU\�LV�FRPELQHG�ZLWK�WKH�GHPRFUDWLF�:HVWHUQ�ZRUOG��LW�JLYHV�LQVXUJHQWV�

a further advantage of eroding the public’s support, making it easier to manipulate the standards of 

victory in their favor. 

,V�$V\PPHWULFDO�:DU�³1HZ´�RU�D�5HSHDW�RI�WKH�3DVW"

Finally, the theoretical perspective of asymmetric warfare further erodes the many misconcep-

tions about insurgents. John Robb illustrated one such misconception. Robb believes we are entering 
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D�³QHZ´�HUD�RI�ZDU��+H�DUJXHV�WKDW�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUIDUH�KDV�EHFRPH�HPSRZHUHG�E\�JOREDOL]DWLRQ��

DGGLQJ�WR�WKH�PLVUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�³QHZ´�IRUP�RI�ZDU���,QVXUJHQWV�XWLOL]HG�ZKDW�LV�FDOOHG�³V\VWHP�

GLVUXSWLRQ´�WR�H[SORLW�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�FRQQHFWLYLW\���������)RU�LQVWDQFH��GHVWUR\LQJ�DQ�RLO�UH¿QHU\�KDV�

ULSSOH�HIIHFWV�QRW�MXVW�LQ�WKH�WDUJHW�FRXQWU\��EXW�DOVR�DFURVV�WKH�ZRUOG��,Q�WKH�����V��$PHULFD�IRXJKW�

LQVXUJHQWV�LQ�1LFDUDJXD�ZKR�XVHG�VLPLODU�WDFWLFV��&RUXP�DQG�-RKQVRQ����������

*RLQJ�D�VWHS�IXUWKHU��WKH�8�6��$UP\�DQG�0DULQ�&RUSV�&RXQWHULQVXUJHQF\�)LHOG�0DQXDO��������

directly explains the theoretical paradoxes of counterinsurgency campaigns. For instance, the manual 

VWDWHV�WKDW�³VRPH�RI�WKH�EHVW�ZHDSRQV�IRU�FRXQWHULQVXUJHQWV�GR�QRW�VKRRW´�RU�³VRPHWLPHV��WKH�PRUH�

IRUFH�LV�XVHG��WKH�OHVV�HIIHFWLYH�LW�LV´�������������7KHUH�LV�QR�GRXEW�WKDW�JOREDOL]DWLRQ�KDV�KHLJKWHQHG�

the lethality of insurgents, but the U.S. military disagrees with Robb’s bold hypothesis. By under-

VWDQGLQJ�WKDW�WKHVH�ZDUV�DUH�QRW�³QHZ´�EXW�³GLIIHUHQW�´�WKH�PLOLWDU\�KDG�EHJXQ�XQUDYHOLQJ�WKH�SX]]OH��

EXW�PDQ\�RI�WKHVH�QHZ�WKHRULHV�FDPH�DIWHU�\HDUV�RI�LQWHQVH�¿JKWLQJ�LQ�,UDT�DQG�$IJKDQLVWDQ��6DGO\��

the counterinsurgency manual does not cover whether or not the length of war will affect its outcome. 

The work focuses on the theory of counterinsurgency and the practical application of such ideas in the 

¿HOG��

After reviewing the current literature on asymmetrical warfare, it is suggested that my study de-

sign is unique, for few studies take into account the asymmetrical wars that go back centuries. Many 

studies describe complex models for how terrorists operate, but these models do not go into much 

detail about how the terrorists reach that point. In addition, the historical evidence suggests that there 

will be a direct relationship between the length of a war and its outcome. There is room within the 

literature for a study on the length of war to add to the discussion. 

Study Design

Theory and Expectations 

The following study design focuses on the following hypothesis: in comparing asymmetrical 

ZDUV��WKRVH�WKDW�DUH�VKRUWHU�LQ�GXUDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�IDYRU�YLFWRU\�E\�WKH�VWDWH�WKDQ�FRQÀLFWV�

that are longer in duration. The null hypothesis of this research is: in comparing asymmetrical wars, 

FRQÀLFWV�WKDW�DUH�VKRUWHU�LQ�GXUDWLRQ�ZLOO�QRW�KDYH�DQ�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�VWDWH¶V�FKDQFHV�RI�YLFWRU\���

Consistently, each study in the literature review developed models that described insurgencies 

DV�VHOI�RUJDQL]HG�JURXSV��ZKLFK�FRQVWDQWO\�HYROYH�DQG�DGDSW�WR�WKH�VWDWH¶V�WDFWLFV�RQ�WKH�EDWWOH¿HOG�LQ�

RUGHU�WR�VXUYLYH��*RXUOH\�HW�DO���������7KLV�VWXG\�GHVLJQ�WKHRUL]HV�WKDW�VXFK�DQ�LQVXUJHQW�JURXS�LV�GH-

signed from the ground up to trap the state in a long lasting war of attrition. This is especially effective 

against democracies, where long, bloody, and costly asymmetrical wars can turn the public against 

WKHLU�OHDGHUV��-RKQVWRQ��������

Since wars of attrition are unattractive to most militaries, many states attempt to set limited 

REMHFWLYHV�DQG�IRFXV�VROHO\�RQ�FRXQWHUWHUURULVP�UDWKHU�WKDQ�QDWLRQ�EXLOGLQJ��6XFK�WDFWLFV�IROORZ�WKH�

UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�OLVWHG�LQ�$LUSRZHU�LQ�6PDOO�:DUV��ZKLFK�DQDO\]HG�WKH�XVH�RI�DLU�IRUFHV�WR�¿JKW�

insurgencies throughout the 20th�FHQWXU\��&RUXP�DQG�-RKQVRQ���������7KH�VWXG\�GHVLJQ�VHHNV�WR�VKRZ�

WKDW�E\�IROORZLQJ�VXFK�VWHSV��VWDWHV�FDQ�OLPLW�WKHLU�UROH�LQ�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUIDUH�DQG�HPSOR\�D�³JHW�LQ�

DQG�JHW�RXW´�DWWLWXGH��DQG�WKXV�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�ERRVW�WKHLU�FKDQFHV�RI�YLFWRU\��7KLV�K\SRWKHVLV�LV�EDVHG�RQ�

the assumption that the state tries to avoid a long-term war, as they have very limited resources, with 
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a public that apply pressure regardless of government type. Based on these recommendations, and the 

notion that insurgencies purposefully organize themselves so that they can slowly bleed out the state, 

WKLV�VWXG\�VHHNV�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�MXVW�KRZ�HIIHFWLYH�VKRUWHQLQJ�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUIDUH�LV�IRU�WKH�VWDWH��

Operationalization and Measurement of Concepts

7KLV�VWXG\�ZLOO�EH�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�³&RUUHODWHV�RI�:DU´�3URMHFW�DQG�XWLOL]H�WKH�³H[WUD�VWDWH�ZDU´�GDWD-

VHW���7KLV�GDWDVHW�WUDFNV�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUIDUH�IURP������XQWLO�������6DUNHHV�DQG�:D\PDQ��������7KH�

GHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOH�ZLOO�EH�WKH�³RXWFRPH´�RI�WKH�ZDU��2XWFRPH�LV�FRGHG�LQWR�VHYHQ�GLIIHUHQW�SRVVLELOL-

ties: victory for the state, victory for the non-state actor, compromise, the war changes into another 

W\SH�RI�ZDUIDUH��WKH�ZDU�LV�RQJRLQJ�DV�RI�������VWDOHPDWH��DQG�WKH�FRQÀLFW�KDV�OHVVHQ�LQ�LQWHQVLW\�VR�

PXFK�VR�WKDW�LW�IDLOV�WR�EH�FODVVL¿HG�DV�D�ZDU��,Q�WKH�VWXG\��WKH�UHVHDUFKHUV�GHWHUPLQHG�LI�WKH�VWDWH�ZRQ�

EDVHG�RQ�³FRPPRQ�NQRZOHGJH´�DW�WKH�WLPH��6XFK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDV�WDNHQ�IURP�QHZVSDSHUV��PLOLWDU\�

UHSRUWV��DFWXDO�EDWWOH¿HOG�UHSRUWV��DQG�RWKHU�VRXUFHV��%HFDXVH�RXWFRPH�KDV�VHYHQ�GLIIHUHQW�HOHPHQWV�LW�

is a nominal-level variable. 

2XU�LQGHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOH�ZLOO�EH�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�WLPH��LQ�GD\V��WKDW�WKH�ZDU�ODVWHG��7KH�³&RUUHODWHV�

of War” study breaks down the duration of the war based on the following variables: startday1, start-

PRQWK���VWDUW\HDU���DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�HQG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�SHULRG�RI�¿JKWLQJ��6LQFH�DV\PPHWUL-

FDO�ZDUIDUH�WHQGV�WR�VHH�F\FOHV�RI�LQWHQVH�¿JKWLQJ��WKH�VWXG\�EURNH�WKHVH�YDULDEOHV�LQWR�JURXSV�RI�VWDUW�

and end periods. Thus, other variables included startday2, startmonth2, and so on, which represented 

D�UHWXUQ�WR�¿JKWLQJ�DIWHU�D�EULHI�SHULRG�RI�SHDFH��7KH�³&RUUHODWHV�RI�:DU´�FRQVLGHUHG�WKH�³VWDUW´�RI�D�

ZDU�EDVHG�RQ�ZKHQ�DFWXDO�SK\VLFDO�¿JKWLQJ�RFFXUUHG��$V�IRU�WKH�¿QDO�³HQG�´�WKH�SURMHFW�GHWHUPLQHG�

the ending based on the signing of peace agreement, retreat, or destruction of all enemy forces. No 

SURMHFW��KRZHYHU��JLYHV�SHUIHFWO\�LPSDUWLDO�GDWD��&RQVLGHULQJ�WKH�YDVW�DPRXQW�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ��LW�LV�

quite possible that the start and end dates may be inaccurate. However, considering the reputation of 

WKH�³&RUUHODWHV�RI�:DU´�SURMHFW��DQG�LWV�H[LVWHQFH�IRU�DOPRVW�KDOI�D�FHQWXU\��WKHUH�LV�QR�EHWWHU�VRXUFH�WR�

turn to.

7KLV�VWXG\�ZLVKHV�WR�WDNH�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�FRQGHQVH�LW�LQWR�RQH�VLQJOH�YDULDEOH��GXUDWLRQ��LQ�

GD\V��IRU�HYHU\�ZDU�LQ�WKH�VWXG\��7KXV��RQ�HDFK�ZDU��,�VLPSO\�DGGHG�WRJHWKHU�WKH�WRWDO�DPRXQW�RI�GD\V�

RI�WKH�ZDU��)URP�WKHUH��,�UHFRGHG�WKH�GXUDWLRQ�LQWR�DQ�RUGLQDO�YDULDEOH�ZLWK�WKUHH�FDWHJRULHV��³VKRUW�

ZDUV´�ZKLFK�ZLOO�UDQJH�IURP�RQH�WR�RQH�KXQGUHG�GD\V��³PHGLXP�ZDUV´�ZKLFK�ZLOO�UDQJH�IURP�RQH�

KXQGUHG�GD\V�WR�WKUHH�\HDUV��DQG�³ORQJ�ZDUV´�ZKLFK�ZLOO�ODVW�ORQJHU�WKDQ�WKUHH�\HDUV��7KH�ORQJHVW�ZDU�

LQ�WKH�VWXG\�ZDV�WKH�$QJRODQ�3RUWXJXHVH�:DU�IURP������WR�������IRU�D�WRWDO�RI�WKLUWHHQ�\HDUV��

Research Design

7KH�³&RUUHODWHV�RI�:DU´�SURMHFW�SURYLGHV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�H[WHQVLYH�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQV�RQ�ZDU��7KH�

particular dataset being used contains almost two hundred extra-state wars from almost two centuries 

RI�ZDUIDUH��6DUNHHV�DQG�:D\PDQ��������7KH�UHVHDUFK�GHVLJQ�UHYROYHV�DURXQG�D�FKL�VTXDUH�WHVW�WR�

evaluate the relationship between the two nominal variables while controlling for whether the war was 

³FRORQLDO´�RU�³LPSHULDO´�LQ�QDWXUH��ZKHWKHU�WKH�ZDU�ZDV�VWDUWHG�E\�WKH�VWDWH��WKH�LQLWLDWRU�RI�WKH�ZDU���

DQG�¿QDOO\�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�RWKHU�VWDWHV�LQWHUYHQHG��

³&RORQLDO´�ZDUV�LQ�WKH�VWXG\�LQYROYH�D�VWDWH�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�ZDUIDUH�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�GHIHQGLQJ�WHUUL-

WRU\�LQ�WKH�HPSLUH��$�JRRG�H[DPSOH�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�%ULWLVK�WDFWLF�RI�³DLU�FRQWURO´�±�WKH�XVH�RI�DLU�SRZHU�
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WR�ERPEDUG�D�SRSXODWLRQ�LQWR�VXEPLVVLRQ�±�DJDLQVW�LQVXUJHQWV�LQ�ZKDW�ZDV�WKHQ�LWV�WHUULWRU\�LQ�,UDT�LQ�

WKH�����V��³,PSHULDO´�ZDUV�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��LQYROYH�D�VWDWH�LQYDGLQJ�D�WHUULWRU\�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�FRQ-

quering it militarily, culturally, and/or economically. For instance, the dataset considers the American 

ZDU�LQ�,UDT�WR�EH�DQ�³LPSHULDO´�ZDU��7KH�VWXG\�GHVLJQ�VHHNV�WR�VHH�LI�VWDWHV�KDYH�KLVWRULFDOO\�SHUIRUPHG�

better in colonial wars when placed in a more defensive role, rather than an offensive role in imperial 

ZDUV��6DUNHHV�DQG�:D\PDQ��������

This study design will utilize the chi-square test and run crosstabulations. This test will showcase 

ZKHWKHU�WKH�QXOO�K\SRWKHVLV�KDV�DQ\�VWDQGLQJ�DQG�DVVLVWV�LQ�GLVFRYHULQJ�WKH�JRRGQHVV�RI�¿W�EHWZHHQ�

what is observed in the data and what the study design expects. First, I will run a chi-square on my 

main independent and dependent variable. Following this, I will employ the same tests on my con-

WUROV�WR�VHH�LI�WKHUH�LV�DQ\�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�UHODWLRQVKLS��7KH�FKL�VTXDUH�WHVW�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�EHVW�

possible methods to discover the probability of state victory given certain variables. In addition, if the 

null hypothesis is correct, it would be possible to convert other variables into nominal ones and run 

the test again to attempt to uncover what exactly assists the state in winning asymmetrical wars. 

Analysis and Conclusion

Analysis

 In the previous sections, I predicted that the longer the state engages in asymmetrical war-

IDUH�WKH�OHVV�OLNHO\�WKH\�ZLOO�DFKLHYH�YLFWRU\��7KH�QRWLRQ�ZDV�WKDW�DV�VWDWHV�H[SDQG�WKHLU�REMHFWLYHV�LQ�DQ�

asymmetrical war, such as state building and spreading democracy, they leave themselves vulnerable 

to becoming trapped in their own goals as a war of attrition sets in. Using the extra-state Correlates 

of War dataset, I ran a crosstabulation on the relationship of the duration of the war compared to the 

outcome of the war. 

$V�VWDWHG�EHIRUH��WKH�GDWDVHW�VSOLWV�RXWFRPH�LQWR�VHYHQ�JURXSV��³6LGH�$�:LQV´�UHSUHVHQWV�D�YLFWRU\�

IRU�WKH�VWDWH��DQG�³6LGH�%�:LQV´�UHSUHVHQWV�D�YLFWRU\�IRU�D�QRQ�VWDWH�DFWRU��,�GHFLGHG�DJDLQVW�YLHZLQJ�

the outcome of the war in black and white. Due to the research done by the Counterinsurgency Field 

0DQXDO��%UXFH�+RIIPDQ��FRPELQHG�ZLWK�WKH�SUDFWLFDO�H[SHULHQFH�RI�0RVKH�<D¶DORQ��DQG�WKH�³6SLGHU�

web theory” discussed in the literature review, it is highly supported that the standards of state victory 

are much higher than those of an illegitimate insurgency. 

%\�DSSO\LQJ�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�WR�WKH�³&RUUHODWHV�RI�:DU´��,�FRQVLGHUHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�YDOXHV�DV�ORVVHV�

for the state: the insurgents earn a clear victory, a compromise, having the war transfer into another 

W\SH�RI�ZDU��WKH�ZDU�LV�RQJRLQJ�DV�RI�������DQG�D�VWDOHPDWH��,I�WKH�VWDWH�PXVW�FRPSURPLVH�ZLWK�D�QRQ�

state actor, the legitimacy of the government is potentially ruined, resulting in a political defeat. If the 

war is transformed into another type of war, it means the insurgency has amassed so much support 

that they can engage the state in conventional battle. Thus, the state has failed to contain their op-

SRQHQWV��DQG�WKLV�RQFH�DJDLQ�UHSUHVHQWV�D�IRUP�RI�GHIHDW��7KH�¿QDO�YDOXH�LV�ZDUV�WKDW�DUH�RQJRLQJ�DV�RI�

������7KHVH�ZDUV�DUH�WKH�UHFHQWO\�HQGHG�ZDU�LQ�,UDT��DQG�WKH�FXUUHQW�ZDU�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��7KH�ZDU�LQ�

,UDT�UHFHQWO\�HQGHG�ZLWK�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�SXOOLQJ�RXW�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\�ZLWK�D�OLVW�RI�REMHFWLYHV�QRW�DF-

FRPSOLVKHG��OHDYLQJ�EHKLQG�D�IUDJLOH�JRYHUQPHQW��$IJKDQLVWDQ¶V�IXWXUH�LV�LQ�MHRSDUG\��:LWK�D�IXOO�VFDOH�

withdraw planned for 2014, Afghanistan’s military still barely functions and our own soldiers are be-

LQJ�VKRW�E\�$IJKDQ�PLOLWDU\�WUDLQHHV�LQ�KRUUL¿F�³JUHHQ�RQ�EOXH´�VLWXDWLRQV���7KXV��ERWK�ZDUV�IDOO�XQGHU�
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the categories of defeat for the state or stalemate, and I considered these as a victory for the non-state 

actor. Finally, I considered stalemate as a victory for the non-state actor since the state’s inability to 

end a war against insurgents also ruins its legitimacy. 

$W�¿UVW��LW�PD\�DSSHDU�WKDW�,�DP�VWDFNLQJ�WKH�GHFN�LQ�IDYRU�RI�P\�K\SRWKHVLV�E\�FRQVLGHULQJ�VL[�

out of the seven outcomes in the dataset as victory for the insurgency. However, considering the mass 

differences between the well-armed, well-funded, and politically legitimate state, and the typical 

underfunded armed forces of an insurgency, I stand by my assessment. Furthermore, the state is far 

more vulnerable to defeat because it has so much more to lose than an insurgency, which has every-

thing to gain by winning, at any cost. This was seen in the works of Sewell and the spider-web theory. 

Thus, the only way for a state to achieve victory over an insurgency is to completely defeat them. For 

the insurgents, however, the threshold of victory is much smaller since they have little to lose.  

�$IWHU�UXQQLQJ�D�FKL�VTXDUH�WHVW��,�FDQ�UHMHFW�WKH�QXOO�K\SRWKHVLV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�UHODWLRQVKLS�

between the length of a war and the states chances of victory. With a p-value of .000 it is clear that a 

relationship exists between my independent and dependent variables. My Pearson Chi-square value 

WRWDOHG�DW���������D�YHU\�KLJK�UDWH�WKDW�UHLQIRUFHV�WKH�S�YDOXH��7KH�5�VTXDUH�35(�PHDVXUH�RI�DVVRFLD-

WLRQ�ZDV�������JLYLQJ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�D�³ZHDN´�VWUHQJWK��7KH�FKL�VTXDUH�WHVW�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKH�FKDQFHV�

RI�VWDWH�VXFFHVV�DIWHU�WKUHH�\HDUV�RI�ZDU�GURSV�GUDPDWLFDOO\��2XW�RI�¿IW\�ORQJ�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUV��RQO\�

QLQHWHHQ�QDWLRQV�KDYH�DFKLHYHG�YLFWRU\�VLQFH�������

My results, however, held a few surprises. Ironically, proportionally speaking, states have fared 

equally well in both short and medium length asymmetrical wars. In asymmetrical wars lasting less 

WKDQ�KXQGUHG�GD\V��WHUPHG�DV�³VKRUW´��WKH�VWDWH�ZRQ�����RI�WKH����ZDUV�LQ�WKLV�JURXS��)RU�ZDUV�

ODVWLQJ�EHWZHHQ�KXQGUHG�GD\V�DQG���\HDUV��WHUPHG�DV�³PHGLXP´��WKH�VWDWH�ZRQ�DERXW�����RI�WKH����

wars in this group. Before I ran my test, I had assumed that short wars would show an overwhelming 

percentage of state victories, whereas medium length wars would show a decrease in state victories. 

This did indeed occur, but by a minor three percent. In war a switch seems to be triggered after three 

\HDUV�RI�ZDUIDUH��7KH�TXHVWLRQ�LV�ZKDW�LV�WKLV�VZLWFK�WKDW�VHHV�D�GUDPDWLF�GURS�WR�RQO\�D�����FKDQFH�RI�

YLFWRU\"�

To further test these results, I selected three control variables: the type of war, whether another 

state intervened in the war, and whether the state started the war. The most dramatic conclusions 

emerged from the type of war. The dataset considered wars like the U.S. invasion of Iraq as impe-

rial and other wars such as the British Empire’s air control wars as colonial. Imperial wars show a 

VLJQL¿FDQW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�VWDWH¶V�FKDQFHV�RI�YLFWRU\�GXULQJ�PHGLXP�ZDUV��7KLV�PD\�RFFXU�EHFDXVH�WKH�

insurgency has not been able to effectively rally the support of the local population. Colonial wars fol-

ORZ�P\�RULJLQDO�K\SRWKHVLV��EXW�WKH�³WKUHH�\HDU�VZLWFK´�HIIHFW�LV�QRW�DV�GUDPDWLF��7KLV�PD\�EH�UHODWHG�

to the fact that in a colonial war the state has already established a framework or working relation-

ship with the local population.  The other two controls show supporting evidence for my original 

K\SRWKHVLV��7KH�RQO\�FRQWURO�WKDW�ZDV�QRW�VLJQL¿FDQW�ZDV�WKH�QRW�KDYLQJ�DQRWKHU�VWDWH�LQWHUYHQH�LQ�DQ�

asymmetrical war. 

The Three Year Switch

&DUO�YRQ�&ODXVHZLW]�RQFH�VDLG�WKDW�³LQ�ZDU�HYHQ�WKH�VLPSOH�WKLQJV�DUH�GLI¿FXOW´��LQ�&RUXP�DQG�

-RKQVRQ��������������7KH�³VLPSOH´�WDVN�RI�SXWWLQJ�GRZQ�DQ�LQVXUJHQF\��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�&RUXP�DQG�
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Johnson in their historical and theoretical analysis of asymmetrical war starts with a comprehensive 

VWUDWHJ\��%\�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�VWUDWHJ\�IRU�QRW�MXVW�IRU�WKH�PLOLWDU\�VSKHUH��EXW�VRFLDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�VSKHUHV�

RI�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDU��WKH�VWDWH�LQFUHDVHV�WKHLU�FKDQFHV�RI�YLFWRU\�������������������7LPH�DQG�WLPH�

DJDLQ��WKH�VWDWH�DVVXPHV�WKDW�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUIDUH�FDQ�EH�ZRQ�LQ�WKH�PLOLWDU\�VSKHUH�DORQH���IRU�

instance Vietnam. Almost exactly three years into the war, the Vietcong insurgency launched the Tet 

Offensive. As stated previously, the attack itself was a massive military victory for the United States. 

However, back home in the United States it enraged the public, and in Vietnam itself the local popu-

lace began to show signs of turning against the Americans. By failing to remember the other sides of 

asymmetrical warfare, it can be argued that American had set itself up for failure. 

-RKQVWRQ��������DQDO\]HV�WKH�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�RI�NLOOLQJ�WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�RI�DQ�LQVXUJHQF\��+LV�

research suggests that if the state focuses on decapitation of an insurgency’s leadership, this will 

LQFUHDVH�WKH�FKDQFHV�RI�VWDWH�YLFWRU\�E\�������������7KH�UHPRYDO�RI�OHDGHUV�LQ�DQ�LQVXUJHQF\�FDQ�

GHFUHDVH�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�WKH�ZDU�DV�ZHOO��%\�VXUJLFDOO\�WDUJHWLQJ�WKH�HQHP\��OLPLWLQJ�WKH�REMHFWLYHV��DQG�

DGRSWLQJ�D�³JHW�LQ�DQG�JHW�RXW´�VWUDWHJ\��WKH�VWDWH�FDQ�LQFUHDVH�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�YLFWRU\��

7KHVH�UHVXOWV�DOVR�¿W�LQWR�WKH�PRGHOV�FUHDWHG�E\�PDQ\�VFKRODUV�WKDW�VKRZFDVH�LQVXUJHQWV�DV�

RUJDQLF�GHFHQWUDOL]HG�JURXSV�WKDW�¿QG�D�GHOLFDWH�EDODQFH�EHWZHHQ�XQLW\�DQG�IUDJPHQWDWLRQ��*RXUOH\�HW�

DO���������%\�EHLQJ�XQLWHG�EXW�IUDJPHQWHG��LQVXUJHQFLHV�FDQ�VWULNH�WKHLU�WDUJHWV�DQG�UHPDLQ�REVFXUH��

$V�*RXUOH\�DQG�KLV�WHDP�VXPPDUL]H�WKHLU�PRGHO�DV�VHHLQJ�LQVXUJHQWV�DV�DQ�³HFRORJ\�RI�G\QDPLFDOO\�

HYROYLQJ��VHOI�RUJDQL]HG�JURXSV�IROORZLQJ�FRPPRQ�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�SURFHVVHV´������������

It is this model of organic organization that makes insurgents so deadly. The question of what 

WULJJHUV�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�³WKUHH�\HDU�VZLWFK´�UHPDLQV�HPSLULFDOO\�XQDQVZHUHG�DQG�UHTXLUHV�DGGLWLRQDO�

avenues of research. But, if I were to make another hypothesis, it would be the suggestion that the 

³WKUHH�\HDU�VZLWFK´�DQG�WKH�ZRUN�RI�VFKRODUV�OLNH�*RXUOH\�DUH�GLUHFWO\�UHODWHG��7KHVH�LQVXUJHQW�JURXSV�

reach this deadly combination of fragmentation and unity after three years of continuous warfare. The 

R-square measure of my study showed a weak relationship between the duration of war and the out-

come of it, suggesting that the length of war activates other variables, such as the organization model, 

that decrease the state’s chances of winning. If an insurgency can last this long in battle against the 

state, it has the funding, weaponry, and most importantly, human capital to pull off a war of attrition. 

,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��LQVXUJHQWV�FDQ�HYROYH�WR�HIIHFWLYHO\�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�WKH�VWDWH�DQG�ZLQ��2QFH�WKLV�VWDJH�LV�

activated, the state’s political will or resources for war will deplete. This organically organized model 

could also explain why there is relatively no difference for the state’s chances of success between 

³VKRUW´�DQG�³PHGLXP´�OHQJWK�ZDUV��VLQFH�LW�VHHPV�WKDW�LQVXUJHQW�JURXSV�UHDFK�WKLV�OHYHO�RI�RUJDQL]D-

tion after three years. 

In the state’s quest to master asymmetrical warfare, it would be suggested that the state adopt 

VWUDWHJLHV�WR�SUHYHQW�LQVXUJHQWV�IURP�¿QGLQJ�WKH�³VZHHW�VSRW´�EHWZHHQ�XQLW\�DQG�IUDJPHQWDWLRQ��%\�

SXUVXLQJ�D�OLPLWHG�DJHQGD�WKDW�HPEUDFHV�D�³JHW�LQ�DQG�JHW�RXW´�PHQWDOLW\��ZLWK�QR�QDWLRQ�EXLOGLQJ�

plans or occupation of the targeted country, the state can increase their chances of victory within 

WKUHH�\HDUV��%\�SURYLGLQJ�HPSLULFDO�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�VXJJHVWV�D�VR�FDOOHG�³WKUHH�\HDU�VZLWFK�´�WKLV�VWXG\�

advances our understanding of asymmetrical war by a slight extent, and strengthens the models cre-

ated by other scholars. 
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Tables and Figures

)LJXUH����0DLQ�7HVW��2XWFRPH�DQG�LWV�5HODWLRQVKLS�WR�'XUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�:DU
Outcome ³6KRUW´�:DU� ³0HGLXP´�:DU ³/RQJ´�:DU Total
State Wins ��� ��� ��� ����ZDUV
Insurgents Win ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV

Measure Value

Pearson Chi-square ������a

P-Value .000

Cramer’s V ����

With a P-value of .000

Lambda �����

With a P-value of .002

Figure 2: Control for type of war and the outcome

Colonial:
Outcome ³6KRUW´�:DU� ³0HGLXP´�:DU ³/RQJ´�:DU Total
State Wins ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV
Insurgents Win ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV

3HDUVRQ�&KL�VTXDUH���������

3�YDOXH�RI�����

Imperial:
Outcome ³6KRUW´�:DU� ³0HGLXP´�:DU ³/RQJ´�:DU Total
State Wins ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV
Insurgents Win ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV�

3HDUVRQ�&KL�VTXDUH���������

P-value of .000

Figure 3: Control for additional state involvement in the war 

No additional state involved: 
Outcome ³6KRUW´�:DU� ³0HGLXP´�:DU ³/RQJ´�:DU Total
State Wins ��� ��� ��� 106 wars
Insurgents Win ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV

3HDUVRQ�&KL�VTXDUH��������

3�YDOXH�RI�����
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Additional state involved: 
Outcome ³6KRUW´�:DU� ³0HGLXP´�:DU ³/RQJ´�:DU Total
State Wins ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV
Insurgents Win ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV

3HDUVRQ�&KL�VTXDUH���������

3�YDOXH�RI�����

Figure 4: Control for the state starting the war

State didn’t start war:
Outcome ³6KRUW´�:DU� ³0HGLXP´�:DU ³/RQJ´�:DU Total
State Wins ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV
Insurgents Win ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV

3HDUVRQ�&KL�VTXDUH���������DQG�D�3�YDOXH�RI�����

State did start war: 
Outcome ³6KRUW´�:DU� ³0HGLXP´�:DU ³/RQJ´�:DU Total
State Wins ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV
Insurgents Win ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV

3HDUVRQ�&KL�VTXDUH��������

P-value of .000
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