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What are the benefits 
of collaborative 
learning?

• Fosters classroom conversation

• Improves student professionalism
• Accountability 
• Time management  
• Communication 
• Problem-solving

• Universal design 
• Plays to individual strengths 
• Offers alternatives to large-group engagement 

• Deepens understanding of material 

• Cultivates respect for peers

• Develops the trust necessary for tough conversations 



Challenges 

• K-12 and college admissions emphasizes individual work

• Current political era 
• Mistrust of people with different views
• Erosion of cooperation
• False equivalency / all ideas welcome myths 

• Technology 
• Texting is less like face-to-face than phone 

conversations 
• Public shaming and group think on social media

• Imposter syndrome and expert complex

• Bad experiences with collaborative work



Building teamwork 
into courses

• Lay the groundwork- transparency about assessment, 
group work, shared values, community standards, and 
discourse.

• Small group problem-solving exercises (include in class 
participation).

• Work with students on Blackboard discussion forums.
• Peer critique and editing (assessed).
• Student participation in evaluation. 

• Provide clear rubrics
• Incorporate appealing to / persuading peers into assignment.

• Offer collaborative options for assessed projects.
• Group projects

• Assessments
• Q&A
• Debrief



Assessments



Assessing collaborative work



Group project assessment



Rubric



Questions?


