
In the me(n time, hereʼs ( H(lloween problem to discuss with your f(mily (nd 
friends.

You h(ve ( h(lf-pound b(g of c(ndy, (nd ( sep(r(te bunch of (ssorted c(ndies 
from trick-or-tre(ting. You w(nt to h(ve ( tot(l of 1 pound of c(ndy, (nd you pl(n 
to give the rest to your m(th circle friends. 

The problem you f(ce is th(t you h(ve (n unb(l(nced sc(le: Youʼre (ble to put 
the h(lf-pound b(g on the left p(n of your sc(le (nd enough c(ndy in ( pile on 
the right p(n so the sc(le b(l(nces, but you donʼt know th(t the right pile is 1/2 
pound, bec(use your sc(le isnʼt working correctly! 

You do the s(me thing (g(in, but with the h(lf-pound b(g on the right p(n, piling 
on the c(ndy in the left p(n until the sc(le b(l(nces them. But (g(in, your sc(le 
isnʼt working properly, so you donʼt know th(t the pile you m(de (this time in the 
left p(n) is 1/2 pound!

Your H(lloween ch(llenge: Find ( w(y to use your broken sc(le to weigh out 
ex(ctly 1 pound of c(ndy - so you h(ve just enough until next H(lloween without 
getting sick.

Weʼll sh(re (ll of our conjectures/solutions next week!


