
Talking Points Memo 

 

Thesis:  

The United States should pull out of Afghanistan but not without a careful and cautious 

legitimate peace agreement, making sure all parties are fulfilling their agreements, as to make sure 

the U.S., the Afghan government, and the surrounding countries security and interests are 

positively ensured.  

 

Talking Points:  

- It is not in U.S. interests to remain in Afghanistan because  

- The combination of U.S. soldier deaths and civilian deaths caused by U.S. and U.S. 

led forces 

- 2,400 military deaths  

- 100,000 total civilians killed since the UN began recording civilian 

casualties  

- Unknown number of how many civilians have been killed by U.S. because 

of lack of transparency  

-  The costly aspect of the war particularly now when the U.S. faces crisis 

economically and because of the ongoing pandemic  

- Congress has allocated about one trillion dollars in total between 

Afghanistan and Pakistan 

- Billions have been spent in Afghanistan on military and reconstruction 

efforts  

- There is extensive corruption within the Afghan government that the U.S. has backed 

- U.S. has flowed cash into the hands of many corrupt figures in and surrounding the 

Afghan government  

- If the U.S. is not ensuring a proper Afghanistan government after causing instability 

in the region, then why do they continue to be there?  

- U.S. interests are generally unclear after bringing down the Taliban and Osama Bin Laden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Should the United States Pull Out of Afghanistan in the Near Term?  

 

 The United States and Afghanistan have a complex history, one that really began to kick 

off after the events of 9/11 when George W. Bush decided to invade Afghanistan in an effort to 

combat terrorism (CFR, n.d.). The United States interests in Afghanistan have become extremely 

unclear, especially after the U.S. knocked the Taliban regime down from power and killed Osama 

Bin Laden, the leader of al-Qaeda who is responsible for the deaths of thousands on 9/11. In the 

course of the United States 20 yearlong invasion of Afghanistan, it has cost the U.S. about a trillion 

dollars as well as a countless number of soldiers and Afghan civilians who didn’t deserve to die in 

addition to U.S. aided corruption in the Afghan government (Team, 2020). The United States 

should pull out of Afghanistan but not without a careful and cautious legitimate peace agreement, 

making sure all parties are fulfilling their agreements, as to make sure the U.S., the Afghan 

government, and the surrounding countries security and interests are positively ensured.  

 The United States should definitely pull out of Afghanistan not only because intentions 

have become unclear, but also because of the costly effects of the war, and the sheer loss of life 

between U.S. soldiers and Afghan civilians. According to the U.S. Department of Defense the total 

military spending in Afghanistan was $778 billion and in addition to that about the U.S. The State 

Department and the USAID have spent $44 billion on reconstruction projects. Throughout the 20-

year war in Afghanistan, this brings the total cost of Congress approving about one trillion for 

Afghanistan and Pakistan (Team, 2020). In the current state of the United States, a raging 

pandemic, immense social issues that need to be addressed, and an ongoing economic crisis due 

to the pandemic that is affecting millions, the United States does not need to be allocating billions 

right now in military funds. The domestic issues the United States is facing cannot be ignored any 

longer and giving billions of dollars to efforts in Afghanistan has proved to not change the situation 



there or here. The costly effect of the war in Afghanistan has harmed the United States is no longer 

in the U.S.’s direct interest to remain there.  

 The casualties that have occurred because of the war in Afghanistan, U.S. soldiers and 

Afghanistan civilians alike because of U.S. led forces, are reason enough for the United States to 

pull out. By 2020, there has been about 2,400 military fatalities and 20,660 soldiers injured (Team, 

2020). There is no clear number of civilian casualties caused by U.S. and U.S. led forces as the 

United States refuses to disclose that information (ACLU, n.d.) but more than 100,000 civilians 

have been killed or injured since the UN began recording civilian casualties in 2009 (Team, 2020). 

According to a U.N. report, civilian deaths caused by U.S. and Afghan government forces are on 

the rise and even surpassing for the first-time civilian deaths caused by the Taliban and other 

insurgents (Gannon, 2019). The lack of transparency the U.S. military has is concerning and raises 

other questions about questionable behavior displayed in Afghanistan by the U.S. like highly 

publicized incidents in where soldiers were caught killing unarmed, innocent Afghan civilians. 

This is the true cost of war in Afghanistan, a war in which the United States interests have become 

increasingly unclear. Afghans are constantly “bearing the brunt of an increasingly deadly [20] year 

war” and this can be preventable by strategic negotiations between the U.S., the Afghan 

government, the Taliban, and foreign entities (Mashal, 2019).  

 It is also important to mention the corruption within the Afghan government and the impact 

that U.S. involvement, or lack thereof, has caused to the people of Afghanistan. If the United States 

refuses to fix the corruption in a government it led to rise and support, then what are the true 

intentions of the United States in Afghanistan? The United States has tolerated warlords, drug 

traffickers, and defense contractors because they were “allies” of the U.S. (Whitlock, 2019). In 

addition, the United States has been seen to be responsible for fueling the corruption through 



“doling out vast sums of money” (Whitlock, 2019).  This was made possible by the extensive 

amount of funds allocated to Afghanistan by Congress. If the U.S. aim for security was the intent 

in Afghanistan, then why is the United States aiding in Afghan governmental corruption therefore 

delaying Afghanistan a reliable government and regional peace. In the coming months the United 

States needs to pull out strategically not only to ensure their own interests, but to prevent further 

irreversible damage to Afghanistan and the people there.  

The United States should pull out in a more strategic and comprehensive way, significantly 

different from the Trump administration’s plan of pulling out. The Trump administration's rushed 

pull out of U.S. troops was negligent in ensuring the peace in Afghanistan, particularly between 

the Taliban and the Afghan government (Thomas, 2020). As the Afghanistan Study Group found 

“the most important revision is to ensure that a complete withdrawal of U.S. troops is based not 

on an inflexible timeline but on all parties fulfilling their commitments” which includes the Taliban 

committing to contain terrorist groups, reducing violence against the Afghan people, and achieving 

a compromised peace agreement (Afghanistan Study Group, 2021). And despite the Trump 

administration's efforts, because of the speedy nature, Afghanistan is still war tore with rising 

violence. Thousands of civilians have been killed since the U.S. agreed to pull out all troops by 

May 2021 which proves that an agreement that is not strategic and does not ensure all parties are 

fulfilling their agreements that violence will continue in Afghanistan (Al Jazeera, 2020). Fighting 

intensified and civilian casualties soared after peace talks began between the Taliban and the 

Afghan government, showing that a complete and quick withdrawal of U.S. forces without a peace 

agreement between all parties involved is not the way to go, especially when there are civilian 

lives at stake (Zucchino, 2021). Ultimately, the United States needs to expand the withdrawal date, 



create conditions for a proper peace agreement, and create a regional diplomatic strategy in order 

to lessen violence and ensure peace (Afghanistan Study Group, 2021).   

Over the course of the past 20 years the United States has been in Afghanistan, it has 

become extremely costly, there have been many unnecessary deaths of soldiers and civilians alike, 

as well as U.S. presence giving way to mass corruption within the Afghan government. The United 

States should pull out of Afghanistan but only with a careful and strategic peace agreement that all 

parties are fulfilling their agreements on, as to make sure the U.S, Afghanistan, and the surrounding 

countries security and interests are ensured. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Works Cited  

 

Al Jazeera. (2020, October 27). Nearly 6,000 civilian casualties in Afghanistan so far this year. 

Al Jazeera. Retrieved from https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/27/violence-continue-in-

afghanistan-even-as-peace-talks-began-un  

 

Afghanistan Study Group. (2021, February 3). Afghanistan study group final report: a pathway 

for peace in Afghanistan. United States Institute of Peace. Retrieved from 

https://www.usip.org/publications/2021/02/afghanistan-study-group-final-report-pathway-peace-

afghanistan 

 

Dobbins, J. Campell, J. H. Mann, S. Miller, L.E. (2019, January). Consequences of a precipitous 

U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan. Rand.  

 

Gannon, K. (2019, October 06). Anger grows at civilian deaths by US, Afghan forces. Retrieved 

from https://apnews.com/article/f8a3204232f140be9e4e99e661a69b27  

Mashal, M. (2019, July 30). Afghan and U.S. forces blamed for killing more civilians this year 

than Taliban have. The New York Times. Retrieved from 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/30/world/asia/afghanistan-civilian-casualties.html  

 

The Human Cost - Civilian Casualties in Iraq & Afghanistan. (n.d.). American Civil Liberties 

Union. Retrieved from https://www.aclu.org/human-cost-civilian-casualties-iraq-afghanistan  

 

Taliban Country. (2020, January 21). Frontline PBS. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxvZvRzNlV0  

 

Team, R. C. (2020, February 28). Afghanistan war: What has the conflict cost the US? Retrieved 

from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-47391821  

 

Timeline: the U.S. war in Afghanistan 1999-2020. (n.d.). Council on Foreign Relations. 

Retrieved from https://www.cfr.org/timeline/us-war-afghanistan  

 

Thomas, C. (2020, November 10). Afghanistan: background and U.S. policy: in brief. 

Congressional Research Service. Retrieved from https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R45122.pdf 

 

Whitlock, C. (2019, December 09). U.S. officials admit to fueling corruption in Afghanistan by 

flooding the country with money - and then turned a blind eye. The Washington Post. Retrieved 

from https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/investigations/afghanistan-

papers/afghanistan-war-corruption-government/  

 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/27/violence-continue-in-afghanistan-even-as-peace-talks-began-un
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/27/violence-continue-in-afghanistan-even-as-peace-talks-began-un
https://www.usip.org/publications/2021/02/afghanistan-study-group-final-report-pathway-peace-afghanistan
https://www.usip.org/publications/2021/02/afghanistan-study-group-final-report-pathway-peace-afghanistan
https://apnews.com/article/f8a3204232f140be9e4e99e661a69b27
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/30/world/asia/afghanistan-civilian-casualties.html
https://www.aclu.org/human-cost-civilian-casualties-iraq-afghanistan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxvZvRzNlV0
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-47391821
https://www.cfr.org/timeline/us-war-afghanistan
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R45122.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/investigations/afghanistan-papers/afghanistan-war-corruption-government/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/investigations/afghanistan-papers/afghanistan-war-corruption-government/


Zucchino, D. (2021, February 23). Afghan civilian casualties soared after peace talks' start. The 

New York Times. Retrieved from https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/23/world/asia/afghanistan-

civilian-casualties.html?auth=login-google 

 


