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DESCRIPTION
Fit D1SGCOYVERIES

OF THE

Antient City of HERACLEA,

FOUND

Near PorTiCI, 2 Country Palace belonging
to the KinG of the T#0 SICILIES.

In TWO PARTS.

Part I. Containing an Account of the Foundation of HEra-
CLEA, together with a Defcription of that fatal Eruption of
Mount Vesuvius, by which it was deftroyed.

Part II. Containing a curious Account of the Difcoveries which
were made in the Years 1689 and 1711, and thofe of a later
Date, giving a full Defcription of the Grand Theatre, Temples,
Infcriptions, Statues, Columns, Lamps, Urns, Veflels of Glafs,
4nd other Metals, Paintings, Medals, and fundry other Cu-
riofities found therein.
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Marquis Don MARCELLO di VENU

By WICKES SKURRAY. =

To which are added,
Some LeTTers that pafled between the learned Fo. Matthia
" Gefner, Profeflor at Gottenburgh, Cardinal Quirini, and Her-
mannus Samuel Reimarus, Profeflor at Hamburgh, concerning
thefe Difcoveries.
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Tranflator’s Preface,

B —

75 7| HE following fmall Treatife is an authentick
a4 0\ and concife Account of the Antiquities and
Curiofities, which have been difcovered from
#ll Time to Time, in the City of Heraclea;
! Part of which was overwhelmed and covered
w;{i{';ﬁ;;'by an Eruption of Mount Vefuvius, and Part
was fwallowed up by an Earthquake, and remained in
that Situation, as it were in a State of abfolute Oblivion,
during the Space of one Thoufand fix Hundred and ten
Years, when fome few Difcoveries were made, though
very trifling to what has been within thefe ten Years ;
Wherefore I (out of a Curiofity, which is natural to any
one) no fooner faw the Original hereof advertifed, but I
bought it, at firft barely with a Defign of perufing and
tranflating -it, for my own Amufemeént in my leifure
Hours : But on fhewing my Tranflation to fome Gentle-
'men of my Acquaintance, who bad actually been on the
very Spot, and even in the fubterraneous City herein
treated of ; They, after a proper Revifal and Corre&ion,
gave me Encouragement to offer it to the Publick ; and

though fome few (and I hope) trivial Faults may have
been inadvertently paffed over ; yet, as it is the firft At.

tempt I ever made of the Kind, their * known Indulgence
leaves. me no Room to doubt of their giving it a favoura-
ble Reception, '

* The Publick’s,
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AV F the Finding of any curious Monuments
= of Antiquity bas always been reckoned one
W |19 of the mbleft Pleafures of the Learned,
SR and all thofe who would be accounted the
" Patrons and Friends of the Arts and Sciences : How
much greater will be the Glory of the King of the Twa -
Sictlies, who bas bad the good Fortune, not barely of
fmding fmall Fragments, &c. but (if one may ufe the
Term) be bas, as it were, unburied an entire City, be-
" decked with magnificent and precious Ornaments, viz.
Theatres, Tt emp?ge.r, Paintings, Buildings, Coloffal and
Equefirian Statues, both of Marble and Brafs, &5c.

The Fame of this lucky Incident, wortby of only
Such a King, who takes a Plegfure in encouraging Arts
and Sciences, bas excited throughout the World f[uch
Amazement, as raifes both a Kind of Envy, and lau-
dable Curiofity, in thofe who delight in Azztiguit_y, and
bave any tolerable Share of good Senfe,

/nd as it bappened 1o be my Lot to be the firft that
bad the Honour to participate and explain to bis Ma-
Jefy the firfp Difcoveries of thefe Curiofities, and alfa
Jeeing [o many Accounts daily publifbed, and feveral il-
luftrious Members of the learned Republick firiving,
with a Kind of Emulation, which fhall be the firfi 1o
difcourfe thereon s I refolved (with the fole View of
fatisfying the many Requefts which I bave bad from
- Jeveral Perts of Europe) to publifb a fhort and minute

. L5 © Deferiptivs




The AuroRr’s PREFACE. vil

Defeription of the firft Difcoveries, which were made
under my Direfiion ; together with fome Jbort Differ-
tations, which I read on that Subjeit, in our Tufcan
Academy at Cortona; and in order that thofe who bave
taken upon them to publz/b the Defigns, may be able
fecurely to purfue the Defeription.  And Signor Mu-
ratori [peaks thus* : Inter tot pretiofa antiquitatis
Romanz monumenta, ftatuas, columnas, aliaque
elaborata marmora, quz in Villa Refine extra
Neapolim, anno 1739, effoffa funt, & adhuc effo-
diuntur, & quorum defcriptionem fperare nos facit
dotiflimus Eques Venuti, primum hoc marmor
effodientibus fefe obtulit, ex quo innotuit ibidem
extitiffe Theatrum cum orcheftra, &c. This and
other Accounts were tranfmitted bim from Time to
Time by me, and the Abbot Ridolfino Venuti my Bro-
ther. Signor Gori is publifbing a Book, entitled, Col-
letanea Antiquitatum Herculanenfium : This Work
confifts of a Collettion of all the Accounts, whick bave
been publifbed to this very Day, by him carefully re-
vifed and put together 3 where, among the many other
Things, he produces feveral Letters, which be received
from my Brother and me, concerning thefe Difcoveries.
" But I being called away by my domeflick Affairs,
tho' wvery much againfp my Will, obtained the King’s
Permiffion to return Home, wherefore I could not be
prefent at the Profecution of this grand Enserprize :
And as the King was pleafed to order me to write a
Di(fertation of the Antiquities of that Place, which be
tranfmitted to the Court of Spain 5 and being wrote
within the Space of a few Hours, I find myfelf necef-
Sitated to publifb it in a more difiingt and better Man-
nery to fatisfy (as I [aid before) the impatient Curiofity
of fome Perfons 5 in order, that if this my fuccini?
Detail fhould fall into other Hands, they may be better
informed of the Difcoveries and the Hiflory thereof :
Which (Difcoveries) bave daily increafed, and ba've,
* Teforo delle Ifcrizioni, p. zo21. 1.
o



viii The AuTHOR’S PREFACE,

10 my great Satisfastion, confirmed all that I from the
Beginning (as it were &y a Kind of Foreknowledge)
furmifed, i. e. that under the Spot where they firft be-
gun to dig, was buried, not only a grand, noble; and
[fumptuous antique Theatre, but alfo an antient City,
which by the Grecians, and in particular by Strabo,
was called "HPAKAEIO'N, and by the Latins, as
Pliny, and many otbers, Herculanium and Hercula-
neum, fituated in Campania Felix . the Situation of
which, I' cannot better defcribe, than by giving you
the very Words of * Florus, who fays, Omnium non
modo Ttalia, fed toto orbe terrarum pulcherrima
Campaniz plaga eft ..Hic 1illi nobiles por-
tus . . . Hic amicti vitibus montes Gaurus, Fa-
lernus, Mafficus, & purcherrimus omnium Vefu-
vius Etnzi ignis imitator. Urbes ad mare For-
miz, Cume, Puteoli, Neapolis, HErcuLaNEUM,
Pompei, &c. Permit me bere to add, that this Dif-
covery clears our learned Aychbifbop Nicolas Perotio,
from an unjuft Cenfure caft upon bim by Elias Vineto,
in bis Notes on the above Paflage of Florus, by find-
ing Fault with bis placing Heraclea in Campania Fe-
‘lix, thus : Fuerunt autem haz (urbes) multe, qua-
rum una Campanie hic celebrat® : qua urbs ea~
dem fuit cum Herculaneo, fi quid Perotto, ® ho-
mint multa f{ine ratione, auctoreque tradenti, cre-
dimus.

Having dzmded the Work into two Parts, I fball in
the firft give an Account of the Foundation of the City
Heraclea, beginning firft with fearching out who that
Hero (Hercules) was, and what the Mythologifts [ay
concerning bis Travels from Spain into Italy : In the
next Place, 1 fhall give you the Hiffory of the City
Heraclea, and its firft Inbabitants, beginning from the
Ofcians and the Tufcans, and continuing it down to the
Romans, without mentioning the Wars, which were

* Lib. 1. de Bell. Samnit. ® In Cornucop. pag. 207.
edit. Venet. anni 149. '

carried
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tarried on in Campania Felix, and particularly near
Heraclea.  But as fome Perfons would blame me (and
not without Reafon) for mot [aying any Thing of the
famous Battle that happened there between the Ro-
mans, and King Pyrrbus, I will not omit giving you
in this Place the very Words of Florus®: Apud
Heracleam, & Campaniz fluvium Lirim, Lavino
Confule, prima pugna: quz tam atrox fuit, ut
Ferentanz turmz prefectus Obfidius invettus in
Regem turbaverit, coegeritque projectis infignibus
prelio excidere 5 but on bringing FElephants into the
Army, the King gained a compleat Victory 5 by which,
as Florus fays, totam trementem Campaniam, Li-
rim, Fregellafque populatus, prope captam Ur-
bem a Preneftina arce profpexit.  Elias Vineto con-
founds bimfelf in this Pafage, mnot knowing bow to
Jfind out what Heraclea that is, in Campania Felix,
wbich is mentioned by Florus, and Paul Orofius ® 5
[eeing there is only ome mamed by Strabo, and Pliny,
in the Confines of ltaly, between the Rivers Siris and
Aciris, but a great Way from Campanta, and the
River Liris, where Plutarch (in bis Life of King
Pyrrbus) fays the Battle was fought 5 which, if be
bad more nicely obferved Florus, be would bave found 5
and thefe new Difcoveries more and more confirm it. -
But to return to the Difiribution of this Work, I
Jball next treat of the firfp Eruption of Vefuwvius, as' I
bappened to read publickly in our Tuftan Academy.
Finally, in the Second Part, I fball deferibe the Anti-
quities found, svgether with the Account of the firft
Difcoveries of the Theatre, Temples, and Paintings,
which bappened in my Time 5 for there bave fince been
found feveral otber Paintings, €c. A naked Hercules
as large as Life 5 a Satire bolding a Nymph in bis
Arms 5 Virginia accompanied by ber Fatber, and Icis
Bus bet Spoufe, whil M. Clandius is demanding bers
tfore the Decemvir Appius : And the Education of
" *Libiijeapig. - YLibgapr
0 B T it
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Achilles under the Centaur Chiron s but. that of Virs
ginia is univerfally admired above all the reff, being
ane of the bef preferved. Alfo two Baffi Rilievi 5
the ome reprefenting fome Perfons playing at Dice : Un-
der each Perfon is bis Name wrote in Greek. The
ether reprefents a Cbariot, drawn by a Parrot, and
guided by a Crickes. | | .

I congratulate our Age, that it has been able, as it
were, to look back, and aflually to [ee the Cuftoms and
Manner of the Ancients. If any wifb for the Perpe-
tuity of any Thing, that bas ever bad its defired Effet,
I fhould imagine it to be that Motte, which is to b¢
Jeen on @ Medal of Titus, baving on the Reverfe &
bandfeme Temple adorned with Horfes, fix Columns,
and thtee Statues. The Motto is this; ETERNI-
TATI FLAVIORUM. Tbkis is not a Place to
examine the Legitimacy of that Medal, nor to wbat
Fabrick it pertains 5 but it is eafy to imagine, that as
thefe Monuments of dAntiquity (which, doubtlefs, were
put up in Heraclea to the Honour of that Family) thas
bave lately been diftovered, bave eternalized the Name
of that Imperial Family bitberto 5. they will eternalize
for the future, she glorious Name of CHARLES
BOURBON, tbe fortunate King of the Tewo Si-
cilies.

The lafp Thing I have to fay is, that whatever [
write, £ fball only bear Witnefs of what I bave feen
with .my own Eyes; and I folemnly proteft, that [
bave no Intention to publifh or defcribe the other Cu-
rigfities, which bave been fince dug up 3 nor to pre-
. judice any one that propofes to treat thereon: Bus only
shat this my fhort Treatife (in which there may be fome
Tbings mentioned, which others know nothing of,) may
ferve as a Forerumner and Conduflor of the curious
Work, which,- by Order of bis Majefly, is preparing.
uind for Example, 1 faw in & French Account (whick
s now printed) the Infcription om Mammianus Ru-
Jns (polfibly @ Defeendant of that L, Mammins, called

. b3
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& Dzony/' 45 * vir non obfeurus, who faw, the Oracle

engraved in the Temple of Fupiter Dodoneus) found in

.the Theatre ‘towards the Sea, as is the Manner of

other Theatres, and particularly according to Florus,
and Orafio dcl Tarentino, who fays thus :

L. ANNIVS. L. F. MAMMIANVS. RVFVS. IIVIR
QVINQ. EATRO ., .... NUMISIVS. P. F.
ARO............ HERCVLANEN . .... |

 There were two Inferiptions (as I fball treat about
in my Defcription) pretty much alike 5 the firft, in fe<
weral Pieces of a grand Architrave, wbhich I put to-
getber thus.

A ,...MAMMI ..... RVFVS. IIVIR. WN.'HB'\E-
, ' ORC....DE. SVO

" On ibe fecond Corm/b, or Architrave, Fellow to the
firt, was another Infeription in thefe Words : ‘

L. ANNIVS L. F. MAMMIANVS. RVFVS. 1IVIR,

QUINQ ']3 ‘m + +« P. NVMISIVS,
F.AR...TEC.

And as the Warlcmen brolce and jjmled every Thing,
and pulled the Architraves in Pieces, (tho® they were
euntire when under the Ground) it might bappen, that
they put two different Things together, and [o confufed
every Thing, It was, indeed, propofed, that every
%mg foould be preferved, but it cquid not be obtained ;
only the meft precious Things were placed as Orngments
n tlae Rayal Kille of Portici, wheve the following In-
Jeription is pus up, wbich I propofed 3 in which is 4
Painnefs, which I take great Pleafure. in.

2 Djonyf. Halicarn. Antiq. Rom. Lib. 1. pag. 15.

.. . aas .  KAROLVS:
A
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"KAROLVS. REX
PHILIPPI. V, HISPANIAR. REGIS. F,
LVDOVICI. GALLORVM. DELPHINI]. N
LVDOVICI. MAGNI. PRONEPOS
THEATRVM. SPLENDIDISSIMVM
OLIM. TITO. IMPERANTE. A. VESEVO
©BRVTVM. ET. TEMPORVM. INIQVITATE
DIRVTVM
IN. APRICVM. RESTITVIT
SIGNA. ET. STATVAS. AD. VILLAE
ELEGANTIAM. ACCEDERE
IVSSIT
ANNO. MDCCXXXIX.

Ewery.one is fenfible, that from the fortunate Succefs.
of thefe furprifing Difcoveries, is derived a great Part
of the immortal Renown due to the Name of bis Ma-
Jefty CHARLES VIIL. King of Naples, who bas
made bis Country bappy, by patronizing boneffs Men,
Arts, and Sciences, increafing their Commerce, and
Jundry other publick Services and Bencficences 5 among
which let us mention the enlarging and [ecuring the
Wharf, (which is embellifbed with new Fountains) and
in particular bringing thitber, the fine Fountain, ex>.
riched with curious Baffi Rilievi, wrought. by Bene-.
detto da Majarm s which lay abandoned and negleded,
among the Ruins of the famous Villa of Poggio Reale,
at prefent the pleafant Retirement of King Alfonfus.

- In which Place, I propofed (permit me to mention it)
Should be fer up, a large Statue of Bromze, (which
was in the Arfenal of the.Caftle of Naples) made by
the famous Donatello, wbich I imagine to be the Ef-
figy of Francefco Sforza, crafbing a Serpent, and I
think, bears an Allufion to the juft Temper of our
King, wbo is a great Enemy, and Oppreffor of Vice.
All which was performed, under the Direflion of Don
Michael Reggio, Captain General of the Marines,

and now Licutenant, and Capiasn General of Naples,
5 and
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and Counfellor of the State 3 whe ordered the followi
Infcriptions to be put om the four Fronts of tbe faﬁ
Fountain s which, being ok different, I bupe tho
courteous Reader will pemu me i copy bere, viz,

(1.)
GENIO
CAROLIL. REGIS

PHIL. V. HISP. REGIS. F.

~ QVOD o

NEAPOL. REGNO. RESTITVTQ

VIRTVTEM. ALVERIT
- VITIA, DEPRESSERIT

(. z' ) .
- QVOD o
LACVM. EREXERIT o,
ORAM. MARITIMAM. MOLES
PORTVMQ. VI. MARIS
" DIRVIVM
RESTITVERIT

(3)
QVOD
TRIREMES: NAVESQ.
AVXERIT
ET. NOBILIB. EPHEBIS
" CLASSICAM .
ACADEMIAM |
FVNDAVERIT

(4.)
QVOD
CVRIAM. COMMERCIL
INSTITVERIT

VOTA. PVBLICA
D. D.

M.D.C.C.XXXIX.
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. The learned World render their gratefallq/t‘ Acknoty-
ledgements “of the ~Magnificences of the unparallelled
CHARLI:.S King of the Two Sicilies, “whe, not re-
garding any Expence, hbasnot only caufed thefe precious
Monuments of Antiquity to be dug out of the Bowels
of the Earth s but alfo preferves them with the great-
¢ft Care and Dzlzgeme 5 baving reflored to the World,
a City which was buried; and bad been, as it were,
entirely forget, and of which one may fay, as Seneca
did * of the Villa of C. Cefar in the fame Heraclea :
C. Cafar Villam in Herculanenfi pulcherrimam, qua
mater fua aliquando in illa cuftodita erat, diruit, fe-
citque ejus per hoc notabilem fortunam ; ftantem e,
nim prenavigabamus: nunc caufa dirute queritur ;
there remaining Rill a grander Idea of the Roman
Magnificence , and a more glomu: Remem&rame of
our invincible King.

2 De Ira lib. 3. cap. 23.




