Shizhong’s coffined body. Furthermore, Song Shichen was ordered to provide planks
as a means for carts to cross over the ditch he had dug to drain water from his field
and thereby put an end to the dispute.
The case then went in the form of a memorial to the emperor, who relayed it on
to the Three Judicial Offices for their consideration of the sentencing, as usual,
Officials from the Three Judicial Offices s ymmarized the case yet more tersely, in rel.
atively elegant language, noting how “regrettable” it was that Song Shizhong hag
died from a fall caused by accident. At this level, too, mitigating circumstances were
duly recorded, but because these events had occurred just before the cotonation of o
new emperon, the perpetrator would be covered by the imperial amnesty announceq
in celebration. Jia Mingynan wo uld go free, upon payment of twenty liang of silve,
to cover burial expenses for the victim.? Should Jia ever become involved in this sorp |
of criminal activity again, however, his punishment would be increased by oyp |
degree, probably execution with no chance of mitigation. The Bod rd of Punishments
judges agreed that thirty strokes of the cane would be insufficient for the crime of
instigating violence and causing injury and that Song Fu, Jia Lun, and Jia Mingky;
deserved thirty strokes of the heavy bamboo staff for their roles in the affray. Evey
so, they, too, were covered by the amnesty and their crimes could be forgiven. This
concluded the case, and the final memorial was submitted in the names of twenty-
four court officials. As indicated on its cover, the new Jiaging emperor accepted theiy

findings, and all of the convicts went free.

NOTES

Source: Neige Xingke tiben Xing [Grand Secretariat routine memorials, Punishments)
g, dated Jiaging 1.5.6 (June 10, 1796), submitted by Agui.

1. The term for “fields” here is tun, referring to the “military—agricultural
colonies” (tuntian) established in Manchuria late in the seventeenth century. See
Reardon-Anderson, Reluctant Pioneers, 24—26.

2. For these two articles, see Jones, Great Qing Code, 276, 285. Caning was done
with 4 light bamboo rod and was extremely painful; blows from the heavy bamboo
staff caused very serious injury.

3. This monetary repayment to the family who suffered the loss is in accordance

with the law on unintentional killing in the Qing penal code, Article 202. See Jone®

Great Qing Code, 278.
4. Not every criminal penalty could be reduced just because a neW puler cam

the throne, as specified in Article 16 of the Qing penal code. For a Jist of the G
S, Great oing

oo

‘Wrongs and other crimes that could not be pardoned inany way, see Jone

Code, 34—36, 46—47. Case 6 in this volume falls into this category.
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PART I11

INTENT AND PREMEDITATED VIOLENCE

n th.e cases presented in this section, magistrates probe their d :

testimony for the reasons behind the violence. The inept kid eponem's

case 9 are clearly guilty, but the restimony as recordeg h i
open further questions about the relationship between them eide ;eems =
of the murdered boy. And in order to assign punishment a :n t % =
nll(.)tivation of each participantin the crime must be identiﬁelt)ipw(')tilr e
‘c151on; even the child of one of the killers is questioned closel alb gr;a_lt =8
in the case. By coincidence, both case 9 and case 10 are fro:’n G(l)lut lerle
although the crimes took place fifty years apart; they are alike in thairiie(;::f’

Petrators Of Vi()lence ln bOth case re [)le c e(] a \Y
as€Es a: S icti i i
| S the 1ctims Of gnndlng

CASE 9

L o .
"o Zhongyi: Kidnapping (Guangdong, 1728)

The excepi 3 i

. :Jt;;::i [;;f:;}( the vaf'wtfs.aml depositions recorded in this case may

"H'hnimg”,'c g o'r r.rmrc Jud.lt.‘hfﬂ officials to influence the final reviewers,

B, i ;OI :; ;’ can be no misunderstanding, given all of this redundant

Wit sepong s mdi; mwl f:;i;;#ﬁseri:g murder at the center of the case. Like-
! Jndi fficials involved were serving in an acting or temporary
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capacity, which may have caused them to err on the side of length and repetition i

order to strengthen their presentation.

The case reveals a segment of the Chinese
wise, the early eighteenth-century underworld: a mobile gang of strong-ary,
enforcers and kidnappers along with their only slightly more socially savory employ,
ers, who seem to have wielded a good deal of influence in their community and pe,.
haps with the local administration as well.¥ They could be vicious; as We see her
members of this lowest stratuttt of society were only too willing to turn on their hanl_
dlers if doing so seemed to be in their immediate financial interests.” The repyy,
begins with 4 detailed initial complaint filed by the father of the murdered boy, Ty,
report contains no indication of the fate the kidnappers had in mind for the boy
beyond the immediate financial gain of selling him if their plan had succeeded, py,.
sumably, the judicial review officials did not need to be told.

Because several of the pri ncipals in the case share the same surname, the repoy,
frequently refers to them only by their given names. It begins with an unusually oy,
summary, in effect repeating every relevant fact of the case.

population not easily studied othe,

Your subject Deming, Grand Minister of the Deliberative Council, Minister of the Board of Punishmeny
n

and so on, Augmented One Degree, Recipient of Seven Citations, reSpethuﬂy submits this Memo

aiaL concerning the kidnapping and murder of a male.
The Board of Punishments” Office of Scrutiny copies hereinareport from
Yang Wengjian, who formerly served as provincial governor of Guangdong

concerning a recent event. Inturs, it copies the detailed memorandum from

Yinjishan, Acting Manager of Correspondence for the Guangdong Judicial
Commission while Detached at Guangzhou Prefecture awaiting promuotion,
which copies the detailed memorandum from Zhang Xianggian, the vice
prefect {can zhifu] of Huizhou, who forwards the report from Zhou Yuren,
the assistant magistrate [xiancheng) of Shunde in Guangzhou Prefecture
temporarily in charge of matters in Xingning District.? To wit:

Upon receipt of a complaint, have examined one Chen Yuanjue, twenty:
nine sui in age, a native of Xingning District in Huizhou Prefecture. The
en Yuanjue, stupid and violent by nature &
ly living, who ™™
aluncles
there!

complaint charges that Ch
utterly lawless, and Luo Yaosheng, a young boy, previou
kidnapped and subsequently done to death by him, were matern
dences within the district seat. previously,
hengand prese
¢ Yuanjue toge
family. Along
died O

nephew of separate resi
been no ill will between them. Luo Zongyi, father of Yaos

in custody, on Yongzheng 5.9.28 [November 11, 1727), sen
with his son Yaosheng to g0 to collect debts from the Pan
way, they encountered Chen Caiyu, 2 kidnapper [guaigit | who
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Jess after having made his deposition, on his way back to Ji '

ﬂﬂti(_ed l:ha‘t Yaosheng was clever and consequentl }'Sqi : to‘ Jiangxi. Caiyu
(hata boy like this could be sold for a considerable Zm : secretly to Yuanjue
ey finished speaking, they went their separate Ways(. unt of money. When

The rest of the summary is drawn directly from the testimony below,

[ .g,s:m‘l“liﬂﬁc? all. the depositions and the evidence, this office having recei
the autl10r1z=_mon,m do so from higher authorities. I, Zhou Yuren ; receved
ing capacity 1]r1 this district, hereby submit this provisional I'Ep()rt: inmy act-
ngzheng 5.10, st ; :
on Y(.) gzheng 5.10.11 [November 23, 1727], Luo Zongyi filed a complai
concerning a recent event, which stated: ot
« humbly submit that on the fourth of this month [Novemb
second son Luo Yaosheng by misfortune was kidnapped by the kif] 16], my
Chen Caiyu and Chen Yuanjue. Fortunately, | was .assistzd b ; napl.x."rs
malernal‘uncle, Chen Tingsheng, in searching for clues Ony ;nY “:ch S
pumbly filed a (fO'ﬂ’lp]ai nt that they be arrested, and you [;l;ad t T' ﬁ.fth, I
report and received permission to proceed with the inv.estigai:izrrle I“fnlnary
Caiyu ar.ld the others. They have admitted to the kidnapping and of Chen
that their gang members were Li Shiguang and others; agtim (lz.onfessed
o : , , e limit
ordereld within which to bring the boy back to this court, Unexpect 1dlwfls
the middle of the afternoon on the eleventh, Huang Junda rePocted Y,hln
. i r
lh(?rc was the body of a child floating near the bank of the ri e ——
Bridge. I hastened at once to look and recognized that i ver at the Nanji
dragged the corpse out and announced it to thgri ed that it was my son. I
for his examination. He attests th ¢ local warden Liang Tingten
X . at my son was killed, having b :
when he was kidnapped by the kidnappers. This i e S
B el [ beseech the coutt to .P : is is an evil act that the law
e ttom of it 2 favor £ . investigate this kidnapping and get to
, r for which I will be eternally grateful.”#

Here the repor ¥ s osttion
) t deta i i iti 3
) p 1 1lS the initial steps in the inqui Vs including anothe dﬁp Siti
o the act ng district mag1st1ate and to the 1a11 warden Liu Yiﬂd’ld"g dh
, and his

responses. The steps i
: ps included the speed
INquest performed on the - peedy arrest of all members of the gang and the

Taki
Ngalonp ¢
: gthe cor .
MPerson 1o the pla "“e; and the relatives of the deceased and others, I
lace whe s, Lwent
& 10 examine the |y ‘jre the corpse lay and ordered coroner Chen So
i * body in accor N wong-
ined Luo Yaoshe y inaccordance with the law. He reported: “I ha\i

ng, already de : Hi
y deceased: His corpse is 3 chi and 3 cun long,
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He was ten sui in age. Anterior view: he is pale in color, with eyes closed and
mouth open, blood coming from both nostrils, and blood coming from the
right ear. Puffy, white, dry skin on both hands and feet. No sand or dirt in
any of the ten fingernails. Skin on the stomach not exceptionally distended.
On the anterior side of his throat, injury from a hand squeezing, 5 cun around
and 6 fen across, green-black in color. On the posterior side of his neck, injury
from a hand squeezing, 5 cunt around and 6 fen across, green-black in color,
On the left lumbar region, a pressure injury froma knee, 1 cun acrossand 13
cun long, green-black in color. On the back of the ribs on the right, a wound
from pressure froma hand, finger marks visible, green-black in color. Beyond
these, no further injuries.”

Having personally examined the corpse, I found no discrepancies in this
report. At the site, I filled out the form and annotated the form and the image
of the corpse. I ordered a coffin prepared, that the body be encoffined, angd
that it be temporarily safeguarded at the warden’s station. I also added the
coroner’s report to the record. Thereupon, I took the relatives of the
deceased and the kidnappers back for examination.

Testimony of Luo Zongyi: “That Chen Caiyu is a distant uncle from my
wife’s father’s family; Chen Yuanjue is my wife’s distant maternal uncle. Both
of them regularly kidnap and sell people. Chen Yuanjue also often came to
my house, and so he was famniliar to my son Luo Yaosheng. On the afternoon
of the fourth, my son Luo Yaosheng went out in the street to play. When he

didn’t come home, I thought he must have been kidnapped, so I went and
told my maternal uncle Chen Tingsheng, and separately we sent people to
search the streets all around. I also went along the street banging a gong,
looking for him. But we couldn’t find a trace of him.

“The next morning, we went together to Chen Caiyu’s house to make
inquiries, but Caiyu was notat home. His wife told us that yesterday, a child
had come there for a while and then gone away with Chen Yuanjue. That’s
what she said. While we were searching for Chen Caiyu, Chen Yuanjue said
that he wanted to help me find my son. When we went back, Your Honor
was just going out, so L went along to the warden’s station to report, and they
arrested Chen Caiyu and Cai Yuanjue, who admitted kidnapping my son Luo
Yaosheng together with their fellow gang members Li Shiguang and Chen
Sanzi to take him to Jiangxi to sell. That’s what they said. I don't know how
it happened that they beat my son to death.

“On the eleventh [November 23], Huan g Junda came to report to me, say-
ing, “There’s a child’s body floating in the river under the Nanji Bridge. l
rushed over there to see and recognized that it was the body of my sl
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yaosheng. Now you have favored me with this examination; I beseech
to arre‘st every member of that gang of kidnappers and get t};e facteec 137 o
they kidnapped my son and beat him to death. Be merciful and o ’OW
this great injustice!” e
Interrogation of Chen Caiyu, he testified: “I will tell the truth. B
on the twe.nty-eighth of the ninth month [November 11], when I C;l ec;use
from the Jiangxi area, I ran into my nephew Chen Yuar’ljue walki N
with Luo Yaosheng. I noticed that Yaosheng was a clever and smartllrl (gi'?long
took him to Jiangxi, we could sell him for several liang of silver. O ah’ o
of this month [November 13], again I ran into Chen Yuanjue and. LiI;I:' S
sitting together on the foundation outside the west gate. We started 1gll;:'mg
about how hard it is to be poor. Because I was thinking a.bout ho =
kidnap Yaosheng and sell him, I mentioned it to them. I told Yuan")V e
outaplan tokidnap him. On the afternoon of the fourth of the mjue}tlo oty
jue came and told me he’d already kidnapped Yaosheng, ‘He’s an "dY -
west gate with your son Sanzi right now.” Then I went Witl; Yuanju ) Slde =5
Yaosheng to my house. Halfway there, we ran into Li Shi ine . IEOk
along, and so we all went to my house and ate some supper =
c'Jus.t as we were about to set off for Jiangxi to sell him. we heard L
zongyiand the others all around looking hard for him. We c,ouldn’t r thO
away, but if we let him go home, we were afraid he’d tell our na pl lr'n
father would file a complaint. I thought wrongly again, and I s r'rtlies -
jue and the others, ‘Now we’re stuck. The best thing to :flo woul:jilb .’ Yuar'l-
until dusk and then take him down to the riverbank and kill hi N 'to .
tracks.” They all agreed. £
i’ n/i: iii{;vvzehlizdsthoi ;a(; ')g(zjgoshengl,lteldling him we were going to take him
e, 0 on ahead with him. The rest of us followed
behind, and we went to the bank of the river under Bamboo Grove (I){iowe
. dge.
::)1: ;1;7 :;);1ui};er£ lS:}rlllm t;) go up on the hill and look to make sure there%:rai
R e e e
down on him with his knee on his waist and gd hi e
his 1ibs on the right. Yaosheng l{ickedbot‘u: haL:'SdeW'tl}j I}iénd el
hlS”erelzsdecc:lwtl; Before long, he was dead. R
G Cek (:Egct)(r)t:rlzty ftf(; .undo the silver necklace Yaosheng wore
Iried e ;aociv ! ;s) lzilerci:ttzn Slljrt. Li Shiguang quickly car-
" the mud. Then we all went home sepai:t:;]y S

“Tweigh i
ghed the silver necklace, and it weighed 1.06 liang. The next morn-
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ing,1 took it to Dalongtian, and in the ruins there, 1 traded it to somebody 1
don’t know the name of for 760 COPPETS. [ gave that blue shirt to my son Chep,
Sanzi to take out and sell; he got forty-six coppers for it. 1 used up all the
money myself.

“On the eighth, 1 was arrested, and Your Lordship put us in jail. Thy,
evening, Li Shiguang came to get the news. Thinking about how we were i,
such a hurry that night when we buried the body by the river, ['was afraiq ;;
wasn't buried well enough, and somebody might find out about it. So I tolq
Li Shiguang to dig him up and throw him in the water so the body woulq %
off someplace else. That would be a good way to hide our tracks. I neye,
thought that the water wouldn't carry it away and that it would float up ¢
the Nanji Bridge. This is the truth.”

The deposition of Chen Yuanjue taken during district-level interrogations agreey
totally with that of Chen Caiyu; consequently, his testimony was not recorded. Wy;.
rants were prepared for the arrest of Li Shiguang and Li Sanzi, but before they coylg
be interrogated, Chen Caiyu became seriously ill with jaundice. Medical interven.
tion was to no avail, and he died in jail early in the morning of the twelfth of th,
first month of the new year, Yongzheng 6 (February 21, 1728). The obligatory exam.
ination of the body by the magistrate having discovered no other causes of death, the
appropriate image and register of marks on the body were prepared and filed along
with the other documents of the case. The jailers were not charged with complicity
in the prisoner’s death. With this matter resolved, and the New Year festivities con-
cluded, the district-level investigation resumed.

Interrogation of Luo Zongyi: “How was it that your son Luo Yaosheng was

kidnapped that day by Chen Caiyu and the others who took him out and
Killed him? How did you know it was Chen Caiyu and the others when you
rarned in their names to the court? Normally, was there any sort of enmity
or grudge between the two of you?”

He testified: “1live on North Street in the district seat. Chen Caiyu isan
uncle in my wife’s father’s family. Chen Yuanjue isa distant uncle inmy wife's
mother’s family. I often send Chen Yuanjue to force people to pay the redh
grain they owe me SO that I can clean up my ledgers. On the twenty-¢iB
of the ninth month of last year, 1 told him to take my son Yaosheng and g
collect debts from the Pan famnily. I treated him well; there wasnad grievan®
between us. 1 don’t know why, on the fourth of the tenth month, he ki
napped my son Yaosheng and beat him to death.

) . treet 0
‘After noon on that day, my son Luo Yaosheng went out in the s
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plBY- when he didn't come home, | was afraid he micht h i
naPPcd‘ so I went and told my maternal uncle Chen Tii sh S
qately W€ sent people to block off the streets and to searchill a(:: . a:il P
along the river banging a gong, looking for him. But there e
hinking that Chen Caiyu and Chen Yuanjue are generally ab Z?S o fomens
11,Urnim__,\f, I went with my maternal uncle Chen Tingshez toaChOt, . 'ne)ft
pouse 0 make inquiries. His wife told us that yesterdayga child iln <(i: R
here for a while and then gone away with Chen Yuanjue. That’ llal cor'ne
while we were searching for Chen Caiyu, we asked Chf.:n Yu S ? -
mislﬁd us and said that he wanted to help me find my son T;nlue, i
the constable’s office to petition that they arrest Chen Cai u ;n; j
They admitted kidnapping my son Luo Yaosheng. The gth:: rnterz(;::hers.f
s O

heir gang are Li Shignang and Chen Sanzi. The cons
: : tabl
e e i able gave them a dead-

At this point, Luo Zongyi reiterated his account of hearing the news that hi
is son’s

body had beet discovered floating in the river. The magistrate then questioned
ohout what his child was wearing when he disappeared [

Further question: “About how heavy was this necklace?”

Further testimony: “It weighed a little i .

over a liang, b i

been a while, and I don’t remember exactly.” e

lnte.rrogation of Chen Tingsheng: “Luo Yaosheng, the son of L
Zongyi: .Is he your nephew, your sister’s son? When he was kidna ; d 11;0
Chen Caiyu and the others and done to death, how did you and Luopg il

ongyi

know to go to them to find out i
about it? Wh i ip i
R at relationship is that Chen

hl hlS testimon (:h.e 1171 eng con l'IﬂlCd the acts o thﬁ' case as p?es‘eﬂted thus
1 y’ n gSh' g f f f $

far. He also explained ho
w he and Luo Zongyi had divi '
B e v Lo gyi had divided up the area in their search

“Chen Caiyy
Ay is a er clans ¢
B yc;'nnger clansman of my father’s generation. Chen Yuan
_ ansman ol my o i | . b
Riin y own generation. Genera i
If}!’p s = Iy, they are the kind who
& The Nnext mor ‘
Iyu's hoyse
Lyesterd
hi)’ W

ning i

" mz;:s, ‘L;q:r;: v;qth m.y brother-in-law Zongyi to Chen

sy C.hii;,hmt Caiyu wasn’t at home. My niece said

h Chest , ad c.corne there for a while and then gone
jue. Then, while we were asking around for Chen
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Caiyu, Chen Yuanjue misled us and agreed to go with us to look for
Yaosheng. My brother-in-law then went to the warden’s station to petition
{or their arrest. When Chen Caiyu and Chen Yuanjue were questioned, they
both admitted that they had kidnapped my nephew Luo Yaosheng. The way.
den set a deadline for the return of the boy. I didn't know that they haq
already killed my nephew or that they had dumped him into the river.
the eleventh, that Huang Junda came t0 report, and my brother-in-law wep,

to see. He recognized the body and then came to report it to you.”
“Was it you who saw the body of Yaq

Interrogation of Huang Junda:
Bridge and reporteditto Luo Zongyy

sheng floating in the river at the Nanji
On that day, how did you know that this body was Luo Yaosheng and thy,
you should go and report it to his father?”

He restified: “ live near Luo Zongyi on North Street in the district seqy
On the eleventh of the tenth month of last year, as1was going over the Nanj
Bridge, I heard somebody say that there was the body of a child floating ney,
the riverbank. That’s what they said.  knew that Zongyi had losthis son Lyg
Yaosheng and hadn’t found him yet, so 1 reported it to Zongyi to go look |
never thought that it really was the body of his son Luo Yaosheng, He
dragged him out and petitioned for an investigation.”

Interrogation of the jail warden Liang Tingren confirmed the discovery of the miss-

ing boy’s body floating in the river.

njue: “Where are you from? How old are you thig
the boy Luo Yaosheng and beat him to deathin
time, who was the first to come up with
in your gang? How did you kidnap him,

Interrogation of Chen Yua
year? How did you kidnap
the tenth month of lastyear? At that

the idea and work it out? How many
and where did you hide him? And how did you later take his life? What

weapons did you use? Who struck first! Where did you injure him? When?
What did you pilfer from the body after he was dead? How much fwast
worth]? Who disposed of the body? Answer each one of these questions, on¢
by one, truthfully if you want to avoid the instruments of torture.”

He testified: “1live outside the north gate of the district seat. This yeatk
am twenty-nine sui. Luo Zongyi is the husband of a younger clanswoman

: ) ‘ ot hi he
of my generation. I've never had any enmity or grudge against him. In'!

past, I've often pressed people to repay the debts they owe him On e

twenty-cighth of the ninth month of last year, Luo Zong
his son Luo Yaosheng and go to collect some money owed him b

yi told me 10 tak
y the Pl
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family outside the west gate. We ran in
: sate. to my nephew Chen Caiyu j
was gettmg back .frorn Jiangxi. I asked him how business was ZEIJEIH b
said it wa;s only fair. But he saw that Luo Yaosheng was clever a;ld bri }iphew
. - Ti
sohe sal. to me,'on tl’1e quiet, If we had a kid like this, we could llgh't, o
several liang of silver.” That’s just what he said. Then we all left e or
¢ . eft.
On the ﬁrs; of the tenth month, I again ran into my nephew Cai
. i
i Shiguang, W 9 I know real well, outside the west gate sittin hyu o
Jations of the city wall, talking about how hard it is to be pi(;n tNe f‘;‘m'
' - . E
Caiyn .S?d, W}Illy don’t we make a plan to kidnap that Luo Yaoshenep iw
wa? w1't you the other day? We could sell him for several liang of silvg s
divide it uP ar?ong us. It would be a good way to get us through th, e
gmes.” Thinking wrongly, I agreed. Hgaislionsh
«On the afternoon of the fourth, I
: , I'was passing Luo Zongyi’
| saw Yaosheng stan.dmg there. Ilied to him, telling him 'Yoljlgryflai}?lley o
1o take you along with me to collect money from the Par’l family.’ T;r t’OId 5
[ said. Yaosheng went with me to the crossroads, where we ra}; int atCS .
. . . ’ O i i
son Chen Sanzi, and I asked him if Caiyu was in the city now. 1 i S
three coppers to buy some fruit for him and Yaosheng to eat an.d Igave o
o go outside the west gate and wait for me there. I hunted u, Cai .
went out of the city together, found Chen Sanzi and Yaosh Al
pack to Caiyu’s house. Halfway there, we als e Ly
) [} i i Shi
together we went to Caiyu’s house. SRR s
“Caiyu kept us to eat a meal, but j
, but just as h
A e Wi hearsc,1 Le w;s about to take Yaosheng
. ) u i i
Tingsheng going along the streets banging a goc; (:n(giyll and. S
and telling people at the mouth of every street to si rlh fOOkmg S
. « a i i
said, ‘How can we get him out? If we let him go h e e
names, and that’d be no good at all. No ’ P S o
we can do is take him down to th r leve l:e RN b thing
3 : e riverbank at dusk and do him i
ls:nouth. And everybody went along with him L e
Just about dark, Luo Yaosheng started cryi '
80 home. All of us lied to hi , crying and saying he wanted to
e im and said we’d take him home. Cai i
I £10 hang on to Yaosheng’s should s
Bved slong betind, Whes o ulder and go ahead; the rest of us fol-
: s . e
bq: Grove Ridge, Caiyu told C fm t‘“ th.at deserted place at the foot of Bam-
B s 3 wave of 1« e en Sanzi to climb the hill to be a lookout and
e a " :
:hlgu""lglhm - nd to let us know if there was nobody around. Li
s and iy ) ed Yaosheng around the neck i e
Botce B T and throat with both his
ground. I used my knee to press down
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on the small of his back and my hand to hold him down on the right side of

his ribs. Caiyu held his two feet still. Before long, Yaosheng was dead.
“Caiyu used that opportunity to undo the silver necklace Yaosheng wore

so pilfered the blue cotton shirt he was wearing, 1

around his neck and al
Shiguang carried the body on his back downto the riverbank. Everybody dug

a hole in the soft mud and buried him. Then everybody went home.

“The next morning, Luo Zongyi and the others came to make inquiries,
and I pretended I didn’t know. ‘Let me go find him for you.” That’s just what
1 said. Then Luo Zongyi went to the constable and made a complaint and
had me and Chen Caiyu arrested. When they questioned us, we confessed
that we had kidnapped him, and the warden set a deadline for bringing
Yaosheng back. It was late on the eighth that the warden arrested us and
_ took us in for questioning. Just then, Li Shiguang came by to get the news,
¢ was worried that we didn’t bury him deep

Caiyu told him secretly that h
h a hurry on the night we buried him on the

enough because we were insuc
riverbank, and it would be no good if somebody found it. So he told

Shiguang to dig him up and throw him into the water so that the body
would be carried away, and that would hide our tracks. Shiguang dug him
up and threw him into the river, but who'd have thought the water wouldn’t
carry him away and he’d float up to the Nanji Bridge and be recognized by
Luo Zongyi?

“The ones who made the plot to kidnap and sell him were Caiyu and me
the three of us. Chen Sanzi found out about it only later.”
“Where are you from, and how old are you?
i? For what reason did you kid-
ath in the tenth month of last

and Li Shiguang,
Interrogation of Li Shiguang:
What grudge did you have against Luo Zongy
nap his son Luo Yaosheng and beat him to de
year? Who was the first to come up with the idea that day? Where did you
work out the plan? How many are there altogether in your gang? How did
you kidnap him? Where did you hide him? How did it happen that you beat
him to death? What weapon did you use? Who acted first? Where did you
injure him? When did he die? What clothing and objects did you pilfer from
the body? Who disposed of the body? Answer these questions gruthfully, one

by one.”
He testified: “1 live outside the north gate of the district seat.

I’m twenty-seven sui. [ never even knew Luo Zongyi before this. 1
the first of the tenth month of last ye
e the west 81
d for

This year
didn't have

any grudge against him. On ar, | ran

into my good friends Chen Caiyu and Chen Yuanjue outsid
sitting on the foundation of the wall, The three of us sat there and talke

a while, and we talked about how hard it is to be poor. . ..~
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l he rest Of ’lis tesllmony is n€a1l l‘dﬁ'ﬂtl‘( atl to h(ﬂ of ( :hﬁn h,{ n p
f ' f f a JM.E, up to the

“We waitet'd until about dark, but Yaosheng started to cry and
home. Caiyu lied to Yaosheng, telling him he was goin yto t le}ilr'lted o
He told Tne to take Yaosheng by the shoulder and go ah;.gad ar?d . :ilm -
be best if we walked sort of fast. Caiyu and the rest came ISall | WO'UId
when we got to that deserted place at the foot of Bambo aGOng be}'nnd'
Caiyu told Chen Sanzi to climb the hill as a lookout and '0 e
the hand to let us know if there was nobody around ’%‘1}‘1[6 O
vaosheng around the neck and throat with both of my ha.nds endIf Squeez'ed
down on the ground. Chen Yuanjue caught up with us and uznd h?rced o
press dov.vn on the small of Yaosheng’s back and his hand to held hls s
on the right side of his ribs. Caiyu held his two feet still e = o
B o ill. Before long,
“Caiyu used that opportunity to i
around his neck and also pilferzi th;_J Eﬁit(l:l;ttscl)lzesrhrilretcll;lzavcve YaOSheng o
pody on my back down to the riverbank. Everybody du O}rf.ll C’arned "
mud 1e:tnd bur(iied him. Then everybody went home I
“Afterward, Luo Zongyi went t .
the others of kidnappingg},, and Oni::;;?i‘iﬁ:; :::ris:frg}zez iy
away tlo wall(ijt for qﬁestioning. When I went to find out the ne\;secszj (t;lil'(en
secretly told me that if they were questi i i : N
ping. He was just worried that we gid;’ttlzzi;,hti}rl?:ijeldz;s nliybto i
wf.gr; 1111) suc'h a.hurry when we buried the body that night amdgthate :}alzstf Vc‘lle
zliotdi; ;?i{ff ;)nlg :}Illrd so?eb?dy might find out about it. So he toldc;n)e’
by ti(fzt water, and that woolj;d }Ezel r;tli)rtt};zci\sler P e
After dark on the ing
theew it into the rivet:rllt}lll’elvteiotllila Ca;rymg R
et ' ought the water would be so slow and
2 'arry him away and that he’d float up under th. ji Bri .
e ;ecogmzed by his father.” i
nterrogation i«
iy rge . zide};elil lfi:;nm. ‘Where are ).r)ou from and how old are you?
y nap Luo Zongyi’s son Luo Yaosheng and beat

him ¢

0 death in th

, e tenth month of la

' . st year? W

with the idea that da year? Who was the first to come up

l 1,
here altogetherin

M} How did it
you Nse

y? Where did you work out the plan? How man

’your gang? How did you kidnap him? Where did youyhia;::

" e ::];p-m that later )‘rou did him to death? What weapon did
ed first? Where did you injure him? Who disposed of the
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body? What did you strip off the body? How much [was it worth]? Answer
these questions truthfully, one by one.”

He testified: “My father Chen Caiyu lives outside the west gate of the dis.
trict seat. I'm fifteen suiin age. How my brother Chen Yuanjue and my fathe,

came up with the idea or talked over kidnapping Luo Zongyi's son Lyg

Yaosheng, 1 don't know. On the afternoon of the fourth of the tenth mong,

of last year, I went inside the city wall with my father and was playing at the
crossroads there when Chen Yuanjue brought along Luo Yaosheng. Wher,
he saw me, he asked if my father was in the city, and then he gave me three
coppers to buy fruit for Luo Yaosheng to eat and told me to take Iy,
d wait for him there. I bought two cop-

Yaosheng outside the west gate an
pers’ worth of glutinous rice SN acks and a copper’s worth of peanuts. [ ate

them with Yaosheng, and we went out the west gate to wait for him. After.
ward, Chen Yuanjue and my father Chen Caiyu came out and took Yaosheng

back to our house. . . .

The rest of this boy’s testimomy corresponds to that of Chen Yuanjue and [4

Shiguang.

Further question: “That night, when your father and the others did Luo

Yaosheng to death, since you went along, surely you must have had a hand

in it. If you weren’t standing beside them, how do you know so clearly who

did what and when? Now tell the truth about this.”
“That night, when we got to Bamboo Grove Ridge,

But Father was afraid that someone would
me up the ridgeasa lookout. Really, I didn't
far from them, and I was high up,
stion Chen Yuanjue and

He testified further:
1 had planned to lend a hand.
come along and see us, SO he sent
take partin it. The lookout spot was not
so I could see everything they did. I beg you to que
the others, and they1l explain.”

Further questioning: “That day when Yaosheng was in your house, he
was wearing a silver chain around his neck. Why didn’t your father and Chen

m then instead of taking it off only after he Wi

Yuanjue take it away from hi
d? How did

dead? How much were it and the cotton shirt sold for afterwar
they divide it up? How much did you get?”

Further testimony: “That day when we kidnapped Yaosheng [3
brought him] to our house, if they had taken him to Jianggi, they ¢
taken that chain offhis neck at any time; they had no need to doitrig
And if they had taken away his chain in our house, he might have start
ing and scared people, and that would have been bad for us. Lateb

nd

suld have
bt the
ed ety

pathef
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T

rook it off only after he was dead. The : )

iang. They tookit to the ruins at Da1onlglfi);;rgr(l)drlz)rii’i?z}?e,rwe”}ghhed Larres

45 760 coppers for it. At first, they said they were going to df—- u ? fence gave

rice to eat. My father gave the shirt to me and said that it w V1 He 1tlup to buy

jrouton the street and sold it to a secondhand clothing sho a; a fmme..I took
ers, which T handed over to Father to use. Yuanjue and S}Ij' " Orty..sm cop-

any share of that. That’s the truth.” iguang didn’t get

1 her i i - i g p
F iy questlonlng. \;V here 18 that Secondhand ClOthln Sho \;V llat ,S
] e narx () Of the man there.” .
F 1 er tes i y' i \;V
u h ; timony: The Secondhand Clothlng Shop iS on est G
. t i . ate
S1 e€ . . ; O the mans name, but 1f you take me there i y
t (l() 1 k NOoOw m CuStOd s I d

The magistrate then questioned the adult defendants in order to clarify detai

the murder and its motivation (vobbery or kidnapping for the pur, ify fftalls. about

cild). All agreed (their testimony is recorded as a collectiveljfesposg of selling the

individual responses) that Chen Caiyu had received and kept allpt(;lme rather than

the sale of the child’s stolen property. But the investigation did noteeiﬁthiiSf;i);
[ (4

youth C_henls‘ml was sent under escort to identify the used-clothing seller; thi
peng Liangjun, was also brought to court SRECIC AT,

He testified: “On the fifth of the tenth month of last year, th

brought in a blue cotton shirt, which he said was his ):)w’ bat e
was poor, .he had to sell it in order to buy some rice. So I b(r)ll,l ll‘jtt 'b;cause 'he
f(})]r fort};mx coppers. The next day I sold it to a passerby for%:ift;t a;(Zirrtlhhlr’rl
the truth. You can check my ledger on that. At that time, I did not’ know t;tai

it had been stripped off somebod ;
for this!” ody they had killed. I beg you to forgive me

”lc used'dot i Y Wi 14 ’i i t g ¥ t of tne
's ) hlng Selle as eleased ajte ques ionin y th.ls ma kS h.e end f h
lag lrate’s Tep(”t 1 tr Uo ]. Vi “’ 10 tt p' Ctur 1 Vi 1 1 uang—
l . he Strenuous inves gat na h.e €f€ a lC €l, .n G
2ho t, uncover €d no new 1. ormati 1 t co t p' 1t.
Tl:f ation, Thep e_ﬁfc Ci ndudcd h.at the Cul ] S Should

kfpmlfshed i (()Td w1l t W 1 tat 0 C d a d lhtﬂ IhelaM}
mdac i
ance th. he la Onp Emedi a €d h m1 1 € an
S

oncerning robber /

! v were irrelevant. Speci '

o . Specificall . '

€Qing penal code, “p} otting to Kiuf ifically, in accordance with Article 282 of

With delay ¢ Another,” the principals
ay for veconsideration at the autumn a’s S e e

UG Chen 5,4 5t otk sizes. As an accessory to murder, the

W from s home, H e beaten one hundred strokes and exiled three th , d
s home, Ho . : ousan

the g, wever, given his youth—no more than fourteen at the ti of
ime o

tne reco I 1 5 ]h 1L hl sentence be ('()mmuled to a fine, 1 he
mmendat on wda g
£ S
f
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jailers were found innocent of any wrongdoing in Chen Caiyw’s death of illness in
prison, as was the acting magistrate under whose jurisdiction the malefactor died,
ty stolen duringa murder, however, Chen Caiyy

Because he alone had received proper
was sentenced to beheading? His debt to Luo Yaosheng’s father for the stolen chain

and shirt was passed on to the son Chen Sanzi to repay.
The emperor’s decision, written in red on the cover of the file, reads:

ndation, Chen Yuanjue and Li Shiguang
and imprisoned until execution after the
d as recommended.”

“In accordance with the recomme

are to be sentenced to strangulation
autumn assizes. All others shall be sentence

NOTES

Xingke tiben [Grand Secretariat Office of Scrutiny routine memorials]

1728), Guangdong.
I trade routes that began in westery

Source: Neige
2-34—23347, Yongzheng 6.8.21 (September 24,

1. Brokaw, in Commerce in Culture, traces boo
Fujian and extended in all directions. It would seem that the kidnappers followed 5

similar route from Guangdong through Fujian to Jiangxi. The activities of these

with fanciful tales of heroic outlaws so frequently pre.
sented on the stage and in novels such as Outlaws of the Marsh (Shuihu zhuan).
2. After a similarly callous multiple murder in Kansas in 1959, a psychiatrist diag-

nosed the perpetrators as having “schizophrenia, simple type,” meaning that the

ers had suffered no delusions while com
See Capote, In Cold Blood, 315.

“highly sinified Manchu of minor

criminals contrast sharply

murder mitting acts of violence but had sim-

ply divorced their thinking from all feelings.

3. Rowe describes Yinjishan (1696—1771) as a

noble origin” and a favorite of the Yongzheng emperor. A man of many talents, he
53, 55, 6162, 67~

held numerous important posts. See Rowe, Saving the World, esp. 52—
68; and Eminent Chinese, 920—21.
4. The complaint here alludes to a line

nicles [Zuo zhuan), Duke Xuan 15), xian huan

from a text in the civil service curriculum

(The Zuo Chro ie cao, “to express ratitude.”
J] pressg

5. See Jones, Great Qing Code, 268.

CASE 10

Wang Azhen: Murder for Extortion (Guangdong, 1779)

ommitted & prutal
rgent ee

in this case are represented as having ¢

The perpetrators
sed only their own ¥

with neither mercy nor remorse. Instead, they expres
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murder

o find ~Tom«s’ relief from their constant financial difficulties
report gn.zes no details to substantiate their claims. In fact, th:ere W
of any kind beyond those required by law and ordinary j;dici:lare Vm"yfew c'iemils
Joes suggest, h.oweve‘r, the vulnerability of the handicapped in lart,récnce' 'Thls o
The follmfvmg selection is from the beginning of the report, th e.m_lf?m.al o
rion and testimony the magistrate takes at the inquest. The fi , l i mma'l "
sented by De].‘it after the provincial judicial review, rela.yin ama e
gc,,w;-;d of Liangguang, concurrently acting governor of éuliz(;jn? Zhe gfivemor-
, based on the

. dicial commissioner Li e
judict ter Liang Dun’s report on the case, which was presented i
2 ed initially

by Xu Xian, Magistrate of Chenghai, in Guangdong

_.. On Qianlong 43.5.13 [Jun s
ansheng, stating that when [lfe a:oZ;ij];;eizt;tE?: e
ing of the twelfth of the fifth month of the current eaOO}r1 earlly on the morn-
pody lying' on the ground outside his door, coVere}:i Vi’itheljmcovlered adead
pized that it was a local man, Lu Ayu [Simpleton LuJ; he h ood.” He recog-
right temple, the occipital bone of his skull, the 1 ; he had wounds on his
There wWere 1no bloodstains on the ground ’H ¢ lower r.leck, and the throat.
warden Wang Tingbao to inform the decéaseed,tshizxctnes lj.m for t?e local
come and identify the corpse. He did not know WhOOh dlrli .Lu Ajllang to
rep"(;;lt:tdsgzzlatter asis only right, and he entreated the coaurt tlil ?jv:;? -

ay, accompanied by Wang Ti 1gate.
::;tei:)r;ed area ;am‘e to the distr?ct cou%t. i[r‘z)ggt:;;)l’ezh\jzx rc(f)ilcl)r(l)irtze; i
investi’gati,r(gzz Ifi;nt Pe?son to the place where the corpse lay in oidecro 2)-

i es'tlmony there was identical with his petition.
© duuf?st.lmony of Lu Ajiang: “Lu Ayu is my own younger
Batch crabs to sell in Ov;ltted‘ Every night, he goes down to the seashoregto
Fight of the cleventh rfC; to earn a living. During the second watch of the
R of the fifth month of this year, he went out the door
fng of the vivel fih, hﬁi:’ fﬂ down to the shore to catch crabs. But by morn-
Tingbao said that somf:i;od G}tl ren.}»mEdI Thereafter, the local warden Wang

y had killed my brother at the jiansheng Gao Lai’s

fite. At pne
-~ At once, [ rushed
:d ove . ; ;
Brothe er there to examine him, and it was indee

neck

. He had wounds is i d
s on his right t ; my
vand his throat. I don’t kn. ght temple, the skull above the temple, his

0 fin oy ow who killed him. I beg you to investigate

that’s the thing,”

Ther
feupon, 1 § ex
» Linstructed th i
Borpse ed the coroner ¢
" 1 to conduct the exami i
amination of the

accordane f
- ance with the | b
Imip e law. The coroner call i
ed out his report;
8 rt: “I have

ed thay
the deceased 1
sed Lu Ayu was twenty-five sui in age. Facing
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