rative centers in Zhili were

tion of these strictures: because the administ
part), the normal span allot-

closer than some (only abouta hundred miles a
ted for the review process was reduced by several days.

Case 1 is missing its last pages, torn off accidentally and apparently lost at
some point over the past three centuries. Case 5 is complete and includes the
vital final summary. A boon to researchers, these synopses are written in
smaller characters so that they would fit on a single page and provide the
emperor with all the relevant details of a case along with the recommended

punishment as he reached his final decision.

CASE 1

Xu Si: A Scuffle over a Debt (Jiangsu, 1702)

In addition to a detailed outline of the various levels of judicial review required for
a case of this magnitude, this report reveals the work of anxious judicial officers:
not only is there no discrepancy between the various summaries of the case, but even
the depositions are represented as verbatim renditions of one another, presumably in
an effort to eliminate ambiguity about the facts of the case or the guilt of the perpe-
trator. Regardless of how eatlier reports (from the district and prefectural trials)
might have read, the last judicial official to edit the record made certain that there
would be no confision about the perpetrator’s motivation for the crime. Clarity and
n crime reports justified the suggested verdict and demonstrated the con-
scientiousness of the various judicial reviews. Especially because the death was acci-
dental, it is not surprising that, according to the report’s cover, the imperial decision
was to send the case back to the Three Judicial Offices for their recommendation at

the autumn dassizes concerning appropriate punishment.!

consistencyi

Your subject Song LU0, Grain intendant, Provincial Commander in Chief of Military Affairs, Governor of

Jiangning and Other Areas, Vice President of the Censorate, Third Additional Grade,z reSPCthUHY sub-

mits this MEMORIAL concerning a capital murder case:

The detailed memorandum submitted by Commissioner Ton
he had examined a cer

¢ Yuxiu of

the Jiangsu Provincial judicial Commission states that
tain individual named Xu Si, twenty-nine sui in age, a native of Chongming
District of Suzhou Prefecture. The complaint contends that this Xu Si and
the late Zhang Mingfu, whom he beat to death, bore no previous enmity:
It read: “Xu Si is a winemaker by profession. Zhang Mingfu, originally
from Tongzhou, together with Jiang Junlong, a native of Jurong District Wh
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is presently in custody, lived nearby in New Kaihe Market in Chongming Di

trict, where together they opened a wineshop. Previously, Mingfinllladg "
chased wine from Xu Si to sell, but he was in arrears in the amount ofpl1 .
coppers. He was billed several times, but he did not repay the debt. -

“On Kangxi 40.7.5 [August 8, 1701], Xu Si again went to collect the debt
Mingfu still did not repay the debt, and the two of them fell to arguing. X .
gi smashed pottery bowls in the shop, and Mingfu butted Si with his l’gl;ia;
Thereupon, Si wrongfully used his fists to return the blow, injuring Mingfu’s.
ribs on the right side, and he fell to the floor. At that point, Jiang Junlong and
others urged them to separate. Zhang Mingfu’s injury was seriousg and
qround nightfall he perished.” ’

7hang Sanyuan, the nephew of the deceased, now in custody, subse-
quently filed the complaint of capital murder listing Xu Si as the pt’:rpetra—
tor, with Jiang Junlong and Li Jingshan as witnesses. The local warden Shen
Danwen likewise submitted his report on the matter. These documents were
filed at the magistrate’s yamen on 7.6 [August 9]. Magistrate Wang [Wenyu]
of the aforementioned Chongming District, accompanied by a clerk and the
coroner, rode by single horse with few followers to the site of the corpse. In
the presence of the original parties to the case, he personally conducted. an
inquest at the scene of the crime.

Coroner Fan Jia reported orally that the deceased Zhang Mingfu was
forty-five sui in age; his ribs on the right side had a lethal fist wound, purple-
red in color, 2.4 cun across. There were no other causes of death. \J\;hen the
cxan?ination was complete, the corpse was enshrouded and encoffined. The
verified report of the coroner’s examination was entered into the reco.rd to
be :/ailaple b(;fore the criminal is brought to court for investigation

petition based on t iminal’ iti .

mission to the varioush:;;;:;ialosfgfio21:1(1): ;Vas ther'l e
received a rescript from the Suzhou Prefecture a tPl)lpr(')p'nate. There?fter, I
gation of the facts concerning the homicid du' z e spe:edy e
based on the depositions. Then [ await clE a‘n 'Lhe Pmp(')sal e ih
frum the various superior COIL-II“I."E I l‘elcei re]bc.:?rf; gl‘:-.mtmg .
from the .S‘Lw.lmu—.‘j(mgjiang Cira'lj.it a]_loE ";ecr l‘ Py Pdaeree
gate the facts concerning the murder .\l‘ld‘tmé . pl’E'FE(ftLIrc o dveste
POrt. Then | awaited modieeres 0; ! o‘propnse sentencing in a detailed

: approval by the Censorate and the

[Jiangs, ;

Su Provincig {5

al Judicial] ¢ N

9 - al] Comn T .
tion from the judic; tission. I received a rescript of authoriza-

thorouphly 41
Lonsidergyi,

al COMmMmissi r i -
| facts ¢ mission allowing Suzhou Prefecture to investigate
4cts concerni
m with de cerning the murder and to submit a statement of
Fpositions ; } :
Positions and proposed sentences. Then | awaited indi-
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cation of the approval of the Censorate and the [Suzhou-Songjiang] Circuit.
I received a rescript of authorization from Censor Song, the provincial gov-
ernor, allowing the judicial commission to investigate thoroughly all facts,
to determine penalties, and to submit a report. Then I awaited indication of
approval from the Governor-General’s Judicial Office. I received a rescript of

authorization from [Board of Punishments] senior vice president [buyuan] A,

the governor—general, allowing the Jiangsu Provincial Judicial Commission

to investigate and to ascertain the facts concerning the capital murder and to

submit a report proposing punishments.? Then I awaited a rescript of autho-
dicating his approval. The district

rization from the provincial governor iny
having received this rescript, Wang Wenyu, Magistrate of Chongming, sum-
moned the criminal and all relevant witnesses to court.

Thereupon, he conducted a strenuous investigation. He interrogated
Zhang Sanyuan: “What was your relationship with the deceased Zhang
Mingfu? Why was he beaten to death by Xu Si? Ordinarily, was there any
enmity between them? Testify.”

He testified: “I am from Tongzhou; Zhang Mingfu is my uncle. Together
with Jiang Junlong, he sold wine for a living in New Kaihe Market of this dis-
trict. He had no enmity with Xu Si. My uncle sold wine he bought wholesale
from Xu Si, but he owed him 120 coppers for the wine. On the morning of
5.7, Xu Si came to collect the money, but Uncle had none to repay him. Xu
Si and Uncle began to quarrel, and he beat Uncle up. At dusk, Uncle died. 1
wasn’t in the shop when they were fighting; Jiang Junlong told me about it

and 1 filed the complaint. I beg Your Honor to get to the bottom of this!”

Interrogation of Shen Danwen: “you're the local warden? Do you know
why Zhang Mingfu was beaten to death by Xu Si? Testify.”

He testified: “T am the local warden. That Zhang Mingfu was from
Tongzhou. Together with Jiang Junlong, a Jurong marn, he opened a wine-
shop in New Kaihe Matket. There, Zhang Mingfu sold wine he bought
wholesale from Xu Si, but he owed him 120 coppers for the wine. On the
morning of the fifth of the seventh month, Xu Si came to collect the money.
When Zhang Mingfu had nothing to repay him, they got into an argument.
Xu Si hit Zhang Mingfu and injured him. At dusk, Mingfu died. 1 live far away
from the market town, so at first I didn’t know about it. On the sixth, Zbang

Sanyuan came and told me about it, and I immediately filed my reporl,"

Interrogation of Jiang Junlong: “Where are you from? Living here with
Zhang Mingfu, what did you do for a living? Why was Zhang Mingfu beate?
to death by Xu Si? Testify to the facts.”
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He testified: "I'm istri
Tongzhou. Together, wirc:; iuvrvci)Z::gshDISt'nCL Zhan'g P
. . . ; op in New Kaihe Market in this dis-
trict. Xu Si's family made wine. Zhang Mingfu bought wine from hi :
sale for us to sell. But we owed him 120 coppers for wine. On th lm Wh(?le_
of the fifth of the seventh month, Xu Si came to collect t.he mo s
Mingfu answered him, ‘Come back this afternoon, and I'll pa ney; fhang
si had his mind made up that he wanted it now. So the poty iyou, .
ment. Xu Si smashed some of the pottery bowls in our s}z’oi anlcliti(r)l :11 all;gu_
of the moment [gingji] Zhang Mingfu butted Xu Si with his £1ead X S? heat
inocked Zhang Mingfu down with a single punch of his fist. I a;ldu 1 t' I
por, Li Jingshan, got them apart, but by dusk Zhang Mingfu .was deac;l flgh'
Interrogation of Li Jingshan: “From your perspective, why did X i ;
7hang Mingfu to death? Testify.” Gy e
He testified: “I'm the neighbor next door to Zhang Mingfu’s winesh
7hang Mingfu sold wine that he bought wholesale from Xu Si Buzv;nes o
him 120 coppers for the wine. On the morning of the fifth o.f the sz Owei
month, Xu Si came to collect the money. Zhang Mingfu answered h"]ent‘
won't have it until this afternoon,” but Xu Si had his mind made u thlm’hI
wanted it now. So they got into an argument. Xu Si smashed sor:e ? : he
pottery bowls in the shop, and Zhang Mingfu butted Xu Si with hisoh t de
Then Xu Si gave him one punch with his fist, and Zhang Miﬁgfu fell dea .
on the ground. I and Jiang Junlong got them apart, but by d =
Mingfu was dead.” s R
y lnter?rogation of Xu Si: “What enmity was there between you and Zhan,
b f;ngfu Why did you provoke a fight with him and beat him to death? Tef
He testified: “I m i ivi
between me and Zhar?;idglzlfi.f:eiolllzmg e L
. : wine he bought from me at whole-
T ppers for wine. I tried to collect many times, but
B oo con pay me. On the morning of the fifth of the seventh,
! — the money, but he still wasn’t abl
to him about it, but he cursed me in ret s 'to R
il g, anc e e e u_rn. Momentarily I lost my temper
et buteed e s i e po‘tlelry bowls in his shop, Then Zhang
it oy i L ead, a@d Lhit him back once with my fist. I never
i 1 1 ing him in the ribs would make him fall over. By dusk, h
the B e o Chf:gsrlrll?r\:;ngi:;i recorded in the report, Wang Wenyu,
, concluded: Xu Si brews wine for a liv-
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ing. He had no prior enmity with Zhang Mingfu, who was beaten to death.
Mingfu’s place of origin was Tongzhou; he lived with Jiang Junlong of
Jurong District, and as partners, they opened a wineshop in New Kaihe Mar-
ket of this district. Mingfu had prev iously resold wine purchased wholesale
from Xu Si, and he owed him 120 coppers for the wine. He was billed repeat-
edly but did not make repayment. On Kangxi 40.7.5, Xu 8 returned to bill
him, but they got into an argument. When Xu Si broke pottery bowls in the
wineshop, Mingfu butted Si with his head. Si then raised his fist, struck, ‘and
injured Mingfu'’s ribs on the right side; Mingfu fell to the ground. Jiang Jun-
long and others separated the two, but Mingfu was seriously injured; at dusk,
he expired.

The nephew of the deceased filed a complaint with the district, which
examined the wound and submitted a report. Having received rescripts of
authorization to conduct an investigation, this office thereupon examined all
the true facts concerning the injury; the aforementioned criminal confessed
everything without hesitation. Xu Si should be punished in accordance with
the law on “killing a person during an affray”: the perpetrator “should be
sentenced to strangulation after the autumn assizes.”* Local warden Shen
Danwen, having not seen the essential evidence of the affray, has already
been released from responsibility. Whether or not this meets with your con-
currence, I humbly await instructions from the Prefecture.

The depositions and the facts of the case having been forwarded to the
prefecture, the aforementioned Shi Wenzhuo, Prefect of Suzhou, brought
forward the criminal for examination. His deposition was identical [to that
in the magistrate’s report]. I adjudge that in the case of Xu Sibeating to death
Zhang Mingfu, there was originally no enmity between them. The cause lies
in Si’s brewing of wine as a profession; previously, Mingfu had purchased
wine wholesale from Si for distribution and had accumulated a debt of 120

coppers. On several occasions, he was billed, but he made no repayment. On
Kangxi 40.7.5, Xu Si again went to demand payment, and the two argued
with each other. When Xu Si smashed one of the pottery bowls in his
wineshop, Mingfu butted Si with his head. Si raised his fist and struck himin
return, injuring Mingfu’s right ribs, and Mingfu fell to the ground. At dusk,
he expired. The nephew of the deceased filed a complaint with the district
which filed a brief on its preliminary examination and was authorized 10
carry on a detailed investigation. The magistrate having forwarded the crim-
inal, this office again carried out a strenuous investigation of the injury along
with the depositions. I concur with the magistrate’s recommendation tht
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Xu Si receive the punishment of i i
= instmctioni strangulation. I humbly await the commis-
The case having been forwarded to the commission, this Commissi
prought forward the criminal for examination. Interrogation of ZhSlon
Sanyuan}:1 “Was the deceased Zhang Mingfu your uncle? What enmity dic‘l?l Ef
. -

?::e::ﬁ. ;(e:j;y }Nhat was the source of the conflict over which he beat him
He testified: “Zhang Mingfu was my uncle. Originally, he was fr
Tongzhou. Together with Jiang Junlong, a Jurong man, as ,his partner, O}rln
opened a wineshop in New Kaihe Market in Chongming. He had no enr;l' ;
with Xu 8i, but because Uncle bought wine wholesale from Xu Si to sell llzy
owed him 120 coppers. On the fifth of the seventh month, Xu Si came b7 tz
collect, but Uncle was not able to repay him. So Xu Si injured Uncle anjlr he
died. I was not in the wineshop during the fight. Jiang Junlong and,Li Jing-
shan were witnesses. i
Interrogation of Jiang Junrong: “You ran a wineshop with Zhang Mingfu
Why was that Zhang Mingfu beaten to death by Xu Si? Testify.” .

He testified: “T am from Jurong District. Zhang Mingfu is a Tongzhou
man. We ran a wineshop together in New Kaihe Market in Chongming. That
¥u Si brews wine as a business. Zhang Mingfu bought wine from him vx'fhole—
sale to sell, and he owed him 120 coppers. On the morning of the fifth of the
seventh month, Xu Si came to collect the money. Zhang Mingfu said to him
‘Come back this afternoon, and I'll give it to you.” But Xu Si had made up hi ,
mind that he wanted it now. An argument broke out, and Xu Si smashecllj thls
\S)\{inesh(})lp’s potteryhbowls. Zhang Mingfu butted Xu Si with his head, and XE

i gave him a punch, knocki i ifi ’
s Z;;I . Mingﬁljl;i;lfn down. Li Jingshan and I separated them,

Interrogation of Li Jingshan: “From your perspective, what is the real rea-
sonl Ll'hat Zhang Mingfu was beaten to death by Xu Si? "[:estify 3 N

e testified: “T’ i .

Zhang Mingha bonght wine ol Gom Ko 5319 ol e o
120 coppers. On the morning of the fifth of th L owéd "
bl e o gM' : of t (? seventh month, Xu Si came
emoon: B s, Sy1 o :;gd 1ngf}111. salc-i to him, T’ll have the money this
Ry q? : ulp “ is mmfl that he: wanted it now. An argu-
Mingfi butted e 55 i # 1'0.(&. the wmesl'fop s pottery bowls. Zhang

ith his head, and Xu Si gave him a punch, Zhang

IV”I'I A il Sep. m h]-"- t
By fell d{)Wn 8]
n lhl‘_‘ gl'{}l_lnd ian
< 3 unl ¢ separ
LIU' ' /‘.hilllg Mingﬁ.l (Ii{-d " J g.] l]l'ig a d I's "'l al alf.'d them, B
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“what enmity did you have with Zhang Mingfu?

Interrogation of Xu Si:
during which you beat him

Over what matter did you getinto the argument
to death? Testify.”

He testified: “1 brew wine for aliving. I never had any enmity with Zhang
Mingfu. Zhang Mingfu bought wine from me wholesale to sell, and he owed

me 120 coppers. 1 tried to collect it several times, but he wouldn’t pay me. On

the morning of the fifth of the seventh month, I went again to collect, but
he still wouldn’t pay me. I spoke with him, but he cursed me back. In anger,
Ibroke a pottery bowl from his shop, and then Zhang Mingfu butted me with
his head. T hit him back just once. [ didn’t think that hitting him in the ribs

would make him fall down. At dusk, he died.”

sioner, the document was forwarded

Afier another summary by the judicial commis
cover is his decision: to remand it to

to Beijing as a memorial to the emperor. On the
the Three Judicial Offices for their recommendation concerning the d ppropriate pun-
ishment, which was very likely less than strangulation, perhaps d beating and g

period of exile as the next most strenuous punishment.

NOTES

Source: Neige tiben Xingke Xingbu Xingfu [Grand Secretariat routine memorials, Board

of Punishments, Crime and Punishment] 522—113, Kangxi 41 (1702), Suzhou.
L. The Three Judicial Offices (Sanfasi), also known as the Three High Courts of

Judicature, are the Court of Judicial Review, the Board of Punishments, and the Cen-

sorate—the highest capital officials.

2. Song Luo’s many positions are normally held concurrently with that of

© His awards are ordinary, for regular honorable service. See

provincial governo
or a biographical

Brunnert and Hagelstrom, Present Day Political Organization, 511. F
sketch of Song Luo, see Eminent Chinese, 689-—90.
3. Manchu names are often treated as Han names; the first syllable is used asif it

were a surname. Because the last pages of the report are missing, the rest of this

official’s name is not obvious.

4. According to The Great Qing Penal Code, Article 290. ‘Anyone who, during an
affray, strikes and kills another, regardless of whether he has struck with the hand,
or the feet, or with another object, or witha metal knife, will be punished with straf”

gulation (with delay)” (Jones, Great Qing Code, 276).
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CASE 2

1i Huaiyu: The Missing Brother (Hunan, 1736)

Complications abound in this memorial, sent to the capital in the name of

nighest imperial princes. The murder had gone undetected for several Zst()f th;
when the investigation finally began, move deaths occurred: Illness took thz life (IJ m;
magistrate who originally heard the case, and one of the suspects died in ft e
ostensibly of an infection, although the care with which the next magistmit’: o
ducted the inquest suggests that he was initially unsure whether foul pla .
involved. In order to make a recommendation of punishment, he had to reexan'; .
the case, and through this process, he learned far more about those involved "

The principals in this case were among the pootest in the region, at the. level

which children were sold as indentured servants, and even though ‘the victim th
wealthy by comparison, he was indistinguishable in dress and appearance from S
roaming beggar. It is hardly surprising that members of the elite serving in ubl'a
office should have found the stories of these people hard to understand; the ;;m';c
lies so prized by the elite seemed to be less important than personal integirity to th &t
poor folk.” Even so, the questioning as recorded here does reveal ever more com lese
iensions among the people involved, all of whom were related by marriage or bip t(;lx
The bulk of the memorial is from the magistrates’ detailed briefs. -

Board of Punishments ..., and Prince of the Blood of the First Degree
whieat Yunli respectfully submits this MEMORIAL concerning the re gf e
ricide and its investigation. The Board of Punishments’ Offi =n afr‘at-
e . : ce of Scrutiny
rwards a report from Wu Yingfen, Acting Adjutant for the Hu
;:r:[(:l aanljunior Vice President of the Board of War concerninggji)rigevci;c?:;
atter. Therei issi ,
g mn,\;{ij?ac?el:lglo?g’ CorTmnsswner of the Huguang Judicial
T ;n ! ,é . ng, .zpotts'm? his examination of one Liu Xinglong,
T — :Iin.j !"‘E’.Sl :nt of Xiangyang District, Xiangyang: the com-
—— ;.. . E,a_s‘a? Lll‘lll.‘:l.‘]}‘ @wiess [wangzhi faji] perpetrator of mur-
B al gain [tucai haiming). Previously, Xinglong had lodged at t
. , ‘_“' younger sister’s husband Li Huaimi gt‘ at' E
warm relations with the deceased Li Huai g i
T Hmjh Sl i Huaiyu, On‘ Yongzheng 7.2.8 [March 7,
:m Btaer sister, o cho W; n;]mg s house to offer sacrifices at the death of
e Was headed, Huaog ly 1e encountered Huaiyu and asked him where
yu replied that he was buying a water buffalo. Specu-

l.umr uai
: be cairvite e .
tarrying some silver with him, [Xinglong| determined

that he must
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