home the next day. Zuo Qingxuan refuste)d;lelr; I\I/IIS. Gz(; 1d;c(l) ?s}i :l:;;:tt’ ;22
o arguing. They then went to bed. inl the mi .
gsfg?c:iiirici mi\kc hi}; pleasure with Ms. Guo, butshe ada.unarlllt;)rr1 iil:s:ii
him, and he stopped. At daybreak on the twer.lty-{.irst, Zuo Ql‘ngx -
ting on the kang, using a small knife to repair his tobacco p}llpe(.iid nOtghee(.1
Guo's clothing strewn about the kang, he told her off, but she v
him and talked back. Zuo Qingxuan then struck her acrqss the back is
ipe. Ms. Guo blocked it with her hand and started cursing. Zuo Qingxuan
el nd used the knife to threaten her. Unexpectedly, although she
S artlizi,szed Ms. Guo struck him. Zuo Qingxuan was unable to pull back
:::S;?n in time, and stabbed Ms. Guo to the right of her heal.rt}.1 S;m?dai-,_e]._
d. she died. Zuo Qingxuan was terrified and came up with the idea of
o o y hanging. He got Ms. Guo fully dressed and then

disguising it as suicide b e i
by the neck from the rafters behin ' Hd
used her belt to hang her by p—

opened the windows and went out. Upon 1nterro : e

fession, denying nothing. Accordingly, Zuo Qingxuan is prov. y sen.

tenced to strangulation according to the statute. - 'y
Thus, as MemoriaLizeD by the said governor—general, Zuo Qingxuan, iy

ordance with the statute on a husband striking and killing his wife, has

d to death by strangulation subject to review at
. not daring to arrogate [powers not our own],

acc
been provisionally sentence

the autumn assizes. Your subject

mit this MEMORIAL for IMPERIAL APPROVAL:

respectfully sub

NOTES

g g’ i I. i i Punish-
Source: Nei i i G S 1al8, Crime a
: Newge tlbe? Xingfa 1 an(‘ ecretariat routine memaor d

ment], 2—-1949—7, film 60, 6—9.

. 1 5 't
Zhiyuan is an honorific term used by lower-degree holders; Guo Tingyi uses!
T

g O 140 to ei T to l roughout de osition. A manm} 1l
a ﬁrS perS 1 p noun rere h mse f th gh L1 hls p sition g
as %

y wife, but if she died, he was encouraged to remarry.

have only one primar = -

». Traditionally, a bride visited her natal family on the

ding. . .
f 710 Yuanrang uses the term jiansheng, a purchased title that designate

i inati ronoun here:
ars eligible to participate in the metropolitan examinations, asa p
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CASE 4

1i Cang: Blackmail and Arsenic (Shanxi, 1803)

The following case depicts, with startling precision, the effects of ingesting poison;
the point 1S 10 leave no ambiguity about the cause of death and no discrepancies
petween the testimony as vecorded and the physical evidence of the case. As with case
5, this translation omits vepetitions of identically worded testimony.

soursubject DONE Gao [here follows along list of titles] respectfully humbly sub-
s this MEMORIAL tO explain a case. The Board of Punishments has copied
outa case submitted by Bolin, Governor of Shanxi, concerning a past event;
According to the report submitted by Zhu Shaozeng, Judicial Review Com-
missioner [of Shanxi], which forwards the report submitted to his office by
ve Ruzhi, Magistrate of Jiangzhou, in which according to the report sub-
mitted to his office by Li Ze, Magistrate of Jishan District, on Jiaqing 7.7.15
(August 12, 1802], local warden Duan Wu reported that according to a peti-
rion filed by Li Fu, on 7.13 (August 10), his elder first cousin Lj Cang ate
steamed dumplings that had been poisoned, suffered great pains in his belly,
vomited, and later that night died.

Thereupon, I [Magistrate Li Ze] personally went to ascertain the facts. In
order to make my report properly, I went in person to examine the body. At
the site, the coroner Yang Shi reported orally that he had examined the
corpse of the deceased Li Cang, forty-four sui in age; from the frontal aspect,
his face was blackened, a fatal condition. On his forehead, a contusion in one
place, 1 cun wide and 2 fen broad, nonfatal; his eyelids were swollen open, the
two eyes enlarged and bleeding, a fatal condition; blood from the two car
canals, nonfatal; in addition, blood from both nostrils; darkened gums top
and bottom; mouth opened; pustules on the tongue; lips cracked; belly dis-
l‘:;‘::ulill :en toenails darkened. From the posterior view; all ten fingernails
B T;“::l ;u 2; :?]w.ﬂen m‘1d protrudlng. When a silver hairpin inserted

e deceased was examined for color, it had turned black

ind could n iped
s not be wiped clean, unquestionably a case of death by poison.”
10 his examin .

e I ation was concluded, I personally inspected [the body] and
M4no discrepancie

Warden Duan wi
Boned the neig
fied tha, before

5.1 completed the report and entered it into the record.
1 reported that in response to the complaint, he ques-
an Liang, Duan Shihui, and Li Jinlin; they all testi-

ne s .
Yon on 7.13, Li Jinlin saw Li Cang squatting in his doorWay

hbors Dy
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ngs. As they chatted, Li Cang said that the dumplings
rasted bad, and he threw the remainder to LiJinlin's family dog. Li Cang went
inside, and before long, the dog died from the dumpling he ate. Hearing that
Li Cang had a bellyache and was vomiting, Li Jinlin went in to tell him that

the dog had died. Duan Liang and Duan Shihui also went over to have alook,
His younger cousin Li Fu tried to save Li Cang, but tono avail; Li Cang died
in the middle of that night, Duan Shizhuo had been a regular visitor at L
Cang's house prior to this. Sometimes

when Duan Shizhuo went in, Li Cang
lefr, making it look like Duan

cating steamed dumpli

Shizhuo and Li Cang's wife, Mrs. Li Jia, were

[They affirmed that] this was the truth.

having an improper affair.
Li Fu, younger cousin of the deceased, testified: “Li Cang was my older
Around midday on the thirteenth of the seventh month, Theard

ache and was vomiting, SO I went over to
see him. Li Cang was rolling around on the kang and crying out. 1 asked him
about it, and my cousin said that it was because he had eaten some steamed
dumplings. Just then, Li Jinlin came in and said that Li Cang had given hig
dog the remainder of his dumpling and that the dog had died. I realized that
he had been poisoned, and 1 tried to save him, but it was no good. Around
the middle of the night, Li Cang died. Last year, I heard the rumor that Duan
Shizhuo and Li Cang’s wife, Mrs. Li Jia, were having an improper affair. |
mentioned it to Li Cang, but he paid no attention. I beg that you investigate
this matter.”
Thereupon, I questioned and cross-examined Mrs. LiJia. In her testimony,
without hesitation, she confessed to having illicit sex with Duan Shizhuo and
to cooperating with Duan Shizhuo in poisoning her husband Li Cang to
death. In his testimony, Duan Shizhuo confessed that he had plotted with

Mis. Li Jia to poison her husband to death. This is the truth. On the basis of
this testimony, 1 arrested Duan Shizhuo and Mrs. Li Jia, recorded their testi-
mony, and filed my reports.

When 1 received authorization to carry out the investigation, I agan
assembled all relevant people and evidence, brought out the offenders, and
conducted a strenuous investigation. The testimony of the younger cousin

of the deceased and the others being in no way different from the prelirmi:

nary investigation, I do not record it here.
The adulterer Duan Shizhuo testified: 1 am a resident of Ma Village, and
ife

I am thirty-five sui in age.> My parents have both passed away. My wi
from the Liu family. I practice medicine to make a living. 1 live on the s

street as Li Cang. During the seventh month of Jiagings, Li Cans develo! ;
dicine. On the afte

n his back, and he asked me to cure it with me

first cousin.
that my cousin Li Cang had a belly

an ulcer O
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|

noon of the twenty-sixth of the ei
Jied to him that the medicine had bg(:: 2:;;}&5;:;; E) Li Ca'ng’s house and
he ow.ed me ten liang of silver in gratitude. Li Cang’s V\ZESt 1\g/{lnséng and that
that Li Cang was not at home. So I flirted with Mrs. Li Ji y Z - rep(.)rted
sexX. After that, we had illicit sex whenever it was con;lenieztan W.e had illicit
remember how many times. During the ninth month Mr[g]”i‘.’bl.an]; I don't
her husb.and knew about it and would allow us to con’tinu s. Li Jia said that
without mte'rfering. I don’t know how much money and ‘;' tCl)l get together
Cang and }'ns .wife on successive occasions after that DC O.t ing I gave Li
month of Jlaqlrllg 7, Li Cang asked me to lend him fou.r lizrlngfth.e fourth
because n.ly business was only mediocre then, I did not have a"g 0. silver, but
him. During the fifth month, he again asked me to lend him n}}l, silver to lend
COpPELS: but I didn’t have any money to lend him. From th t r'ee thousand
whenever I saw Li Cang, he would ignore me. Afterward, M at tl.m.e orllward,
1i Cang told her he would not allow her to have anythin ’ rj L1J.1a said that
if he caught us together, he’d kill the both of us. So shegtécl)d o with me, and
to come again. I got mad and went home, and I thought thme I ought not
illicit sexual relationship was really hot [ging re], we Coﬁd , .at becaus.e our
| conceived the idea of doing Li Cang in. On th’e tenth ofnt}tllus.t break it off.
went to Mrs. Li Jia and told her that the best thing to do = Sllxth month, I
der Li Cang so that we could be husband and wife forever ];V ould be to mur-
scared, and she wouldn't agree. On the third of the sevénl;: Mrs. LiJia was
over a packet of arsenic powder [ pixinmo] left over from t Eonth’ I .tOOk
anfi a packet of crushed croton seeds [badou]. Taking ad making me.dlcine
being out of the house, again I went to talk to Mrs Lg- ‘ vantage O.f Li Cang
Cang, Mrs. Li Jia said, ‘How could we poison hi . >JlJla about poisoning Li
powder and the crushed cr im?’ I took out the arsenic
oton seeds and told Mrs. Li Jia to mix them into

steamed dumplings. Wait until L
] til Li Cang is goi i
them to him to eat. If he dies outsideg g s e e

Here, the cas L

: € report is missing a page th
e tis g a page that recorded the end of Dua ] {

y he beginning of the testimony of Li Cang’s mﬁf i
[The
gml, adulteress Mrs, Li Jia testified:]

R together with Duan Shiz o1
e and my hygl ‘
lJun’ugIhe

l . .that he would not interfere with my
ey andll;o. D.uan Sl}lzhuo On many occasions gave
G o ood; I don’t remember how many times
S t)\l‘l?hs [May and June] of Jiaging 7, my husband'
i i, e Puan Shizhuo to lend him money, but D hi
¥- 30 then my husband told me that };e wou?cil rrllcs)t IZlllmo
allow

N two ace
d I dﬂ‘[
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me to get together with Duan Shizhuo, and he also said that if he ever came
e both of us. I secretly told Duan Shizhuo that he’d bet-

again he would kill th
ter not come here any more. On the tenth of the sixth month, Duan Shizhuo

came by and said that our illicit sexual relationship was so hot that he
couldn’t break it off and that the best thing would be to do in my husband
so that he and I could be husband and wife forever. I was very scared and
gree to it. On the third of the seventh month, Duan Shizhuo

would not a
husband. I asked him how we

came again and talked about poisoning my
could poison him, and Duan Shizhuo brought out a packet of arsenic pow-
der and a packet of ground croton seeds and told me to mix this into steamed
dumplings. We’d wait until my husband went out to sell fruit and then give
them to him to eat; if he died outside, then there would be no trouble about
it. I agreed and hid them away.

“On the thirteenth, my husband planned to go out to sell peaches. I mixeqd
the arsenic and seeds into the flour and made a poison dumpling. [ also made
several dumplings that didn’t have poison. Atnoon, I steamed the dumplings
and gave my husband one good dumpling and one that had poison in it. My
husband wanted to keep an eye on his load of peaches, so he went to eat
them outside the door. Afterward, he came back in; he said that eating the
dumplings made him feel bad in his heart, and he lay down on the kang. In
just a little while, his belly began to ache; he rolled around and cried out and
vomited on the kang. He kept it up until he injured his forehead. T knew it
was the poison taking effect. My husband’s younger cousin Li Fu came by to

see him, and my husband said it was all because he had eaten the steamed
dumpling. Li Jinlin also came by and said that his dog had died from eating
a piece of leftover dumpling that Li Cang had given to it. Li Fu tried to save
my husband, but it was no good. My husband died around the middle of that
night. Nobody else knew about it, and no one plotted with us. This is the

truth.”

I cross-examined them, and they insi
matter and no one had plotted together with them.

On the basis of his investigation, the aforementioned Li Ze, Magi

of Jishan District, recommended that Mrs. Li Jia should be sentenced ©
h the substatute that prescribe

immediate beheading in accordance wit
beheading without delay for adulteresses who plot to kill their own husbands
ncubiné

husband knows about the affair and allows the wife or co

when the
to have an adulterous affair with another man.3 Duan Shizhuo should bese™
izes, in acco”

tenced to imprisonment until beheading after the autumn assl
dance with the substatute that adulterers should be beheaded with delay

sted that no one else knew of the

strate
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| This report.was transferred to the department, where the aft
tjoned Ye R'uzhl, Magistrate of Jiangzhou, reexamine’d the ifrnder
discrepancies. The report was in turn transferred to the Cas'e e
judicial review commissioner reexamined the case provinee whese the

oflﬁaqmg 7.10.16 [November 11, 1802], Jin Ruchao, Magistrat f
pistrict, submitted a report stating that the aforeme’ntiofed ffe oy
L Jia, had fallen ill, and on 11.8, he subsequently reported (})1 sy
= entioned offender had recovered and was transferreg 2 Zeil tS}il e sl
aforementioned judicial commissioner [of Shanxi] ex;aminud ;ozeng‘ e
reaChed the same conclusions. Thereupon he trans7ferred thz c:s: t:)aSe "
Your sub-

jEC[' e

Hereaﬁer, the meTnorial presents the summary of the case as determined by the Board
of Pumshmen.t ’ 17.1 the capital, Beijing. The summary generally repeats the Zt'lr
of the synopsis given at the head of the document, with the following si e
changes: owing significant

... Duan Shizhuo began to flirt with Mrs. Li Jia, which resulted in illici
ual relations. Thereafter, they had illicit sex whenever it was o 1. icit sex-
only one time. During the ninth month, Li Cang became :Onven1e?t, not
questioned Mrs. Li Jia. Mrs. Li Jia deceived him about thei War(? of it al?d
and Li Cang did not express his consent. On several occasionz I:l);::r(l) ‘;;?ifla“’
) izhuo

ga € MrS. Ll ia and Ll Cang money a wi h()]n:
\ nd fOOd i nt
: i i o ) keeplng an accou

;he riiort also describes their adulterous relationship as “close” (qing mi) rath
iz ; ra
i re(;t)m }f:;z;t; ;;Li:i changes, the Board agreed with the punishments Jor tlz
i mag;stmte, the prefect, and the commissioner, The Board
T W;ls Spam:ctl: should 'have the words “vicious criminal” tattooed on
AR at?cftﬂ.énng. The Board also noted that L Cangdeserved
i e }.M”f his .\:vg’e in the commission of adultery, but since he was
gy ”mmm”. 0?< merited no further discussion. Nor was there any reason to
R s me;’ ) f ﬁ?ﬂd and money that Duan had given to the Li Samily; th
yor of the arsenic that killed Li Cang was also n e
ot to be sought.’

This memoari
A memorial was then r eir review
Sthen returned to the Three Judici
: udicial Offices for their revi
rreview of the

Fecom mended
. sentences; thei
lihﬁu'ﬂlf [ ' s . ﬂmrd i
. This b ; ; 2 Y repeats that of the Board o )
medout wihjy ¢ ;’f%’ alse determined whether every level of judicial review o
1e le 1 i g -
When s elegally defined time limits (allhad, except for the accepmbla;clar
| ! edelay

Li Jia was q17),6 Afte

v diint ) .
their own extensive examination, summarized in
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the Three Judicial Offices endorsed the

the same terms as at lower levels of review,
he cover of the memotial reads:

recommended sentences. The emperor’s comment ont

“Ms. Jia is to be confined until beheading; Duan Shizhuo should be incar-

cerated as suggested until after the autumn assizes, when he is to be exe-

cuted. The others as recommended.”

NOTES

Source: Neige tiben Xing [Grand Secretariat routine memorials, (Board of) Punish-

ments] 73, Jiaging 8.2.29 (March 22, 1803).
L. This was a common way of determining whether a person had been poisoned

in late imperial China; the poison remaining in the mouth would tarnish the silver

pin.
2. In the name Macunbao (Ma Village), the term bao indicates a walled village in

contrast to others that had no such enclosure. Presumably, Ma Village was larger than

many and had reason in the past to protect itself against bandits and other exter
Ly P P g nal

threats by constructinga defensive wall of some sort. This wasnota fortification hay-
ing military value.
3. Article 285 of the Qing penal code prescribes dismemberment as the penalty

for a wife who, after adultery, plots to murder her husband. See Jones, Great Qing

Code, 271.
4. Presumably, she had been incarcerated during her illness; it is likely she fell il]

while being transferred from one jurisdiction to another.
5. Accordingto the Qing penal code, knowingly selling poisons to be used against
persons was a Very serious crime during the Qing period, see, for example, Article

289. See jones, Great Qing Code, 274—75.
6. Those who were ill were exempt from legal action until they recovered.

CASE S

Cao Ligong: Attempted Rape That Led to Murder
(Zhili, 1803)
The memorial on this case is translated here in its entirety. It begins with an excel

i 3 s : . y s

tional meditation by the magistrate on the probable events surrounding the mltﬂf“l
; ] . I 16

the testimony he presents thoroughly confirms his “suspicions. The redundd®
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demonstrate the concurrence of each successive level of administrati
stantial facts of the case and their interpretation. The em: eros r:tw" N th'e .
reach a conclusion on whether the murderer should be sumiar:’l M
ommended and as the law stipulated, His decision, written on they e
was that the Three Judicial Offices should review the sentence a dcover g
rial on how and when to punish the murderer, e
Bracketed headings have been added to draw attention to the st
report, with its several restatements of the basic facts followed lj ] t'he
Jetails and then a summary. The carefully constructed arguments 1y Ct(;erbomtwe
are reminiscent of the general structure required for civil-servi 2.5 'Tepo'rts
essays.” The first line, the list of titles held by the author of the o 'examl'natwn
smaller characters, is not Sfully legible in this copy. e i

... Secretary of the Board of Punishments, Your subject Yan Jian respectfully submits thi
ORIAL tO T i .
T ,\? ' ? e.port a.nllatter. Qing Zhang, the judicial commissioner of th
Zhili Provincial Judicial Commission, reports on the submissi f Y: )
. ¢ : sion of Yao
Llang:APrefec;/I of Hejian, concerning the detailed brief submitted by Zha
ctin agist istri .
Lun, . il : g r.ate. of Dongguang District, that he had investigated a
comp am; ed on Jiaqing 7.8.12 [September 8, 1802] by Zhu Zhaol
warden .n . I ong @
IOIC%I a .1 t.he Cao Family Manor [Caojiazhuang] area under the j g'
diction of said district: e
al ward f i
[LO.,CO wh en Zhu Zhaolong’s complaint quoted in the magistrate’s report:]
nt i i i :
. e morning of this day, a resident of said village, Cao Fugui, ca
) : s ’ me
,h ! per;on 1\:10 c(émplam that on the afternoon of the eleventh of that month
is wife, Mrs. Ca ’
= o Wang, had gone to a field north of the village carryin
e bas i i d
q . det dto pick string beans. By evening, she had not returned, and i
search yie i : b
. ly ed no trace. Early this morning, he discovered his wife, M
ng, lying facedown in Kang Juncheng’s field north of i e
R of the village; a cotton
pped tightly around her neck as she had bee
person. At that time, he requested that I mak ey
: g makea i
upon confirmed the facts of the i 3 e
f o e . 5 complaint and hereby request that
estigation of the matter, make arres : . o
e ; P. arrests, and so on, On this same day, the
:ceased, Cao i : :
o ugui, brought the matter to my attenti
Kok v 1 y attention,
Disrics v ome here to the district yamen.”
» agistrate Zhao Lun'’s review: |
ereupaon, this h l
o this humble magistrate, t
TN agistrate, ; i
{I!-'r. - g together with a clerk and the coro-
40 Famy)
Wllage, 1

o th(-_\_ it s .
Wi e. According to the preliminary report prepared at
» Na v T . =
S bods, o 1;g_]unclu_ng s sorghum field is about two li from the
he aforementioned woman lay facedown in Kang
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