NOTES

Source: Neige tiben Xingfa anjian [Grand Secretariat routine memorials, Crime and

Punishment case records], juan 73, “Marriage and Adultery,” Jiaging 8 (1803).

1. For an extensive examination of the system and the essays it required, see
Elman, Cultural History.

2. Sorghum at that time of the year would have been nearing maturity and would

have been taller than an adult person, thus making a convenient hiding place for the

intended crime.
3. Huang Livhong, in his 1694 handbook for magistrates and their legal advisers,

strongly endorsed the importance of these initial interrogations. See Huang Liy-
hung, Complete Book, 325. In the presence of the victim (in this case, her corpse) and
very soon after the crime was committed, emotions run very high. Consequently, it
is much more likely that the perpetrator of the crime will confess on the spot rather
than later, in the yamen, after he has had time to make up a story. Likewise, witnesses’
memories will never be fresher than at this moment.

4. Her ripped clothing is mentioned repeatedly throughout the report as evi-
dence of attempted rape; fora translation of the standard commentary on the penal
code regarding such evidence, see Sommer, Sex, Law, and Society, 89

5. As opposed to a different level of punishment for the murder of a close rela-

tive.

6. Several laws in the Qing penal code seem relevant here: Article 316, “Relatives
of the Same Surname Who Strike One Another,” stipulates that if there is intentional
killing, the penalty is beheading. Article 290, on intentional homicide, stipulates that
the penalty should be beheading but with delay. See Jones, Great Qing Code, 301, 268,

7. Fora detailed discussion of the problems created as women who died to main-
tain their chastity were given imperial recognition, see Theiss, Disgraceful Matters.
8. The text is missing a clause here.
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pART II

INTERROGATION TECHNIQUES

Ithough clever interrogation formed a central part of the highl

romanticized contemporaneous fiction about crime and detecltgi .
' - .these .case reports represent working magistrates as takin thOI'l,
investigative duties very seriously. As we have seen in the precedin, : i elr
some forensic examinations could be extremely detailed and integ secu'on,
extensive before all relevant details could be discovered. Durin t}:rog:'itlon
of the eighteenth century, pressures to streamline crime.re ortsgf i ?lddle
istr'fltesh and their superiors to include only the most essentiaﬂ testir(r)lrcfr?y ;n\:g —
50, m't e cases presented in this section, magistrates sought g .
culprit’s motivations beyond doub g N
threats, in order to ascerZain the ap;;o$E:ig§u;§§£zZit e

CASE 6

Du Huailiang: Adultery That Brought Disaster
(Shandong, 1696)

I this cqge
ey

relati ips withi
onships within a household, especially between a grown son and

had been strained be ‘
-'hmlh'a”gj illed the husha eyond the breaking point. A distraught lover (Du

S own wif

his mother

e n? {Cht.'" Wenxian) of his paramour (Ms. Li) and then
ang) in the vain hope that with these people out of the way, he
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and Ms. Li would be free to live together. But the report presents him as so immersed
in his own personal feelings that he ignored the role of his mother and even the feel-
ings of his lover. Each level of judicial review carefully preserved an extraordinary
amount of oral testimony. Virtually all was otiginally collected and edited by Mag-
istrate Jin Yingdou of Liaocheng District in Shandong. These depositions are
remarkable not only for their air of authenticity but for the active role allotted to the
magistrate in examination: here, the magistrate relies on probing questions and
apparently only the threat, ot the application, of torture to bring out the final
admission of guilt and the curious com plications of this rwisted tale. As a result, the
characterization of the principals in the case is also unusually detailed.

[Magistrate Jin initially interrogated Du Huailiang as follows:] “How old are

you, and what is your n ative place?”
Du Huailiang testified: “Your humble servant is twenty-six su, and I am

from this district.”

Further interrogation: “How did you know that Chen Wenxian was
twenty-seven sui in age? Why did you kill him and your wife, Ms. Zhang? Tell
the truth.”

Du further testified: “He and have been on good terms ever since he
moved into my house to live during Kangxi 31 [1602]. That’s how I know how
old he is. Often, he and my wife Zhang made eyes at each other [meilai
meiqu]. | was suspicious in my heart, but 1 didn’t have any proof, so I couldn’t
say anything to him about any ‘smelly business’ between them. During the
fifth month, I told him to getout, and he found a room at Widow Wei's place.
He moved out on the seventh of the fifth month of this year [June 18, 1695],

On the fourth of the sixth month [July 14], 1 took a hatchet with me to sleep
in the courtyard to guard the cattle. My wife closed the door and went to
sleep inside our room. About the second watch of the night, Theard a sound
at the door, like somebody pushing it open and then closing it. Very quietly,
I got up, picked up the hatchet, and went over to the door, where I stood for
a good long time listening, Inside the room, two people were talking in whis:
pers. | kicked open the door, and there was Chen Wenxian, naked, tryingto
get away. | blocked the door and chopped at him with my hatchet. He turned
back toward the kang, where he collapsed on the floor. 1 caught up with him
and gave him a couple more chops, and he died. My wife was sitting on the
kang. With one chop, 1 killed her, too. [ called the warden and the neighbors
to bear witness, and they came along with me to report the martter.”
Further interrogation: “According to the complaint filed by Ms. Li, you
were suspicious about her husband Chen Wenxian, and you tricked him int©
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coming to your house to drink so that you could kill him. Fearing th
would t')e found out, you murdered your wife and made it .Iook likg 'tll'at' =
to deceive us. What do you have to say about that?” T
Du further testified: “I never did have any grudge against Chen Wenxi
or bad feelings about him. It was just that he came to have illicit i 'enman
wife, and Thappened to catch them atit. So I killed him and m Se'}; o
It wasn't at all that I was suspicious of him and lured him ove}rf :V llf'ljshwel{’.
Interrogation of Ms. Li: “What’s your age? What bad feelin0 cll'd -
husband Chen Wenxian and Du Huailiang have about each oth gi V\l/hym'lr
he ;i:k yoyfri hdusband into coming over so he could kill him? Teltlirt.he tthfllﬁ
e testified: “Your humble servant is twenty-six sui thi . .
41, my husband Chen Wenxian and I moved(:z ;isg:;ia}:i- }in -
Jived there for three or four years. On the sixth of the fifth montgh fm}lje =%
[June 17, 1695], they squabbled with us about the child, and on t}(l)e .
we moved into Widow Wei’s house to live. Then on th’e fourth of tslfver'lth’
month [July 14], in the evening, my husband went out, saying th }f ity
going to Du Huailiang’s house to drink wine with him YW}};engh — Wés
house, Du Huailiang killed my husband, but I don’t kn.ow wh ”e il
Further interrogation: "According to Du Huailiang’s testim(}:n h
band really went there in order to have illicit sex with his wife Hy,lzrour L]
to catch them atit, and he killed them. How can you say that h e' e
husband into going there in order to kill him?” g e
.Ms. Li further testified: “But Du Huailiang did trick my husband i
ﬁomg ;cihe.relin l(zrldl:r to kill him. He was afraid that he’d be};ound orlllt 1;;3
e made it look like my husband was having illicit sex with his wift X
o : : s wife in the
yoi,d f}::; l;elt.c:)uld cover it up. If you'd just question the two neighbors,
Wé;ltde;r(})iaﬁlcl)ré (flfe Du Wei?ruan: “What relation is this Du Huailiang to you?
n Wenxian and his wife, Ms. Zhang? You’ i
tell the truth.” e
He testified: iliang i
g zs:ﬁ(::éag[zuliilﬁinrgl : ::1 lZroungei“1 member in my father’s genera-
e h ghbor to the west, but there’s a vacant lot
i roorrln ozfr I};(I)lu;ezar the’ p;st, Chen Wenxian and Ms. Li lived in the west-
T 1ang_?,ri1 ouse. Dl.ll.‘lng the fifth month of this year, Ms.
o hc:) i aTO\r)lmt DI: Huailiang’s mother, and she moved into
i of G i w1t her husband Chen Wenxian. ‘Then on the
D W, S t 5 sixth Tr?onrh. around the second watch, I heard
Mishougy . g aT: LT ?—Iumll:-fng had killed somebody. I went over to
e, and Du Huailiang said that Chen Wenxian had come to have
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illicit sex with his wife and he had taken his hatchet and killed both Chen

Wenxian and his own wife in their room. 1 was afraid that he'd run away, so
| tried to calm him down. 1 said, ‘Since he came to have illicit sex with your
wife and you killed them, there’s no problem.’ We’ll just go tOMOorrov
morning and report it to the magistrate.’ And at daylight, we did come in to
make the report. I don’tknow why he killed Chen Wenxian and Ms. Zhang”

Further interrogation: “Is it true that Chen Wenxian and Du Huailiang’s

wife, Ms. Zhang, were having illicic sex?”
He further testified: "As a person, Ms. Zhang was extremely respectable,
hen Wenxian was also an honest

It was just that her legs were crippled. C
ouse, he often didn’'t get home a¢

man. When he went to work for the Wei h
tell that the two of them were having illicit sex ”

night. I've never ever heard
ding to Ms. Li’s complaint, Du Huailiang

Further interrogation: "Accor
had some bad feelings about her husband Chen Wenxian and tricked him

into going there in order to kill him, If they had any old suspicions about
each other, you're the neighbor, and you would naturally know.”

He further testified: “Chen Wenxian lived in Du Huailiang’s house fora good
many years, and they never squabbled. Only this year, on the sixth of the fifth
month, there was a squabble in the house, and on the seventh, Chen Wenxian
moved into the Wei house. There were 10 bad feelings, and that’s the truth”

Interrogation of Sun Erchen: “You're a neighbor: Tell me the circum-
stances behind Du Huailiang’s killing of Chen Wenxian and his wife, Ms,

Zhang.”
He testified: “On the sixth of the fifth month of this year, around noon,

the meal wasn’t ready yet. His mother said
that Ms. Li had put her up to it, and she said some nasty things about her.
Ms. Li heard her, and she got into a squabble with Du Huailiang’s mother.
My wife made peace between them. But the next morning, Chen Wenxian
was all ready to move someplace clse. Du Huailiang told me to try to make
him stay, but I couldn’t talk him out of it, so he moved into Widow Wel's
house. About the second watch of the night, on the fourth of the sixth
month, Theard Du Wenwu shouting that Du Huailiang had killed somebody
['went to see, and I saw Chen Wenxian dead on the floor and Ms. Zhang dead
on the kang. Du Huailiang said that Chen Wenxian had come to have illicit

d he had killed the both of them. I don't know why i
ouldn'rdare

Du Huailiang hit his wife because

sex with his wife, an
was that Du Huailiangkilled Chen Wenxian and his wife, and Tw

make something up.”
Further interrogation: “Were Chen

having illicit sex—do you know?”

’g Wlfe

Wenxian and Du Huailiang
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Sun further testified: “Chen i

days, he didn’t even have a chancxzngil: ;11(::;; klf/fs f;uzhe el famiy. Most

respectable person. I never ever heard it said that Cihen \I)lvg Wa‘s eemely

jllicit sex with Ms. Zhang.” erian was having

Imerrogaﬂgn of Du Huailiang: “In previous interrogations .
ou wer.e .Slfiepmg in the courtyard when Chen Wenxian ca R

to hav.e illicit sex with your wife. You heard someone talki m'e tc') A
went into tbe room and killed them. If you were sleepin n'g m}ilde’ e I
Chen Wen)'nan naturally would have seen you when hf caffnm 't ; Court?'ard’
dare to go into your room to have illicit sex? How did he de Seii
in yogr room? Clearly, you're just making this up. Tell the : . ;O =T

ou killed Chen Wenxian, and you can avoid the instrumen: utf i Wh Y

pu further testified: “You don’t need to squeeze me—I’li 0 lltorture.

that’s for sure! Chen Wenxian and Ms. Li lived with me ever si i
into my house in Kangxi 31. Later, Chen Wenxian went to vslfncli;hey Ty
family as a farmhand. When he was busy with farmwork ir o the.W?i
come home to sleep. In the eighth month of Kangxi3i[late S, e
A o e ep})ltember, 1692],
wenxian didn’t come home.* About the first watch of the ni th y l\jate" .
into my room to get a light from the fire. I saw that there vgv i
around, so I pulled her to me and wanted to have some illici o
along with it, and we had illicit sex on the kang where the j l'alsex e
prepared. After that, she had illicit sex with me either in h =y We're e

1 d(’)'r; }tl remember how many times we got together. I

1§ year, my mot i .

p Zn, i ny1e honlieer ffog;r:}f 1t10ut. On the: sixth of the fifth month,
o N [ mf; Slope where I'd been cutting wheat, and
g al ready, I gave her a couple of slaps. My
Ms. Li had put me up to it, al;d sheeacli:zz ;&er me‘ =
Ms. Li heard her, and she went into the b j:, S ostoen o RUTch
with my mother. Sun Erchen’s wife a ecl I;C oom and started a squabble
Beace between them. Whee, O n . u Weiyuan came over.to make
heard they'd been squabbli en Wenxian came home that evening and
ingof the seventh, Ch \:}1};. I?E beat Ms. Li for a while. Then on the morn-
Erchen 1 Iry to ;l.-'h.en enxian was getting ready to move out. I told Sun
then | get him to stay until we had finished cutting the wheat and

e C()uid

move, but Ms. 1i sai

they 1. , s, Li said s

hey moved away, said she was too ashamed to stay there, so

After the
¥ moved, 1 ¢ il
had been havis couldn't get together with her at all, but because I

g illic i i
¢t sex with Ms. Li, I thought about her all the time. O
.On
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the fourth of the sixth month [July 14], 1 invited Chen Wenxian over to drink
wine. He said, ‘T don’t have any free time in the daytime, but in the evening
after I've fed the cattle, I'll come over to your house to have a drink.” That

made me think about how I feel about his wife and about how I can’t even

see her now that they’ve moved away. The best thing would be to take advan.

tage of his coming over to drink in the evening to say that he was having illicig
sex with my wife and then kill him along with my crippled wife so that |
could get back together with his wife. When I'd made up my mind, | weny
home and got a hatchet and put it in my room and waited for him.

“apout the time of the second watch, Chen Wenxian came OVer. I showeq
him into the room; he sat on a plank stool, and I brought out something for
him to smoke.? When he was good and drunk, 1 took out my hatchet ang
aimed a good chop at his head. He cried out once, and then he fell down op
the floor. I gave him a few more chops, and then he died. My wife was sleep.
ing on the kang there. Then I immediately chopped her to death, too. My
mom and the old man both live in the back. ' went into the back and shouteq
for my dad to get up. I told him that the Chen Wenxian who had lived in oy
house for three or four years and who had moved out for good had come
back looking for trouble, so 1 killed him and my wife as well, and that |

wanted to go to the magistrate’s court to turn myself in. My old man called
Du Weiyuan to come to the house and take a look. I told Du Weiyuan that

Chen Wenxian had come to have illicit sex with my wife, and so Thad killed

him and my wife as well. Du Weiyuan said, ‘Since you killed them, there’s

no problem. You can go report it at the district tomorrow.” After daylight, I
went along with the neighbors to turn myself in at the magistrate’s court.

These are the true facts.”
Further interrogation: “Since you had already killed Chen Wenxian, why

did you also kill your own wife?”

Du further testified: “Since I'd had illicit sex with Ms. Li, I was afraid
there’d be a murder investigation if T Killed her husband Chen Wenxian. My
so 1 killed her as well. I hoped that if !

wife was crippled, and also homely,
[ wouldn't be charged with

killed them while they were committing adultery,

a crime.”
Further interrogation: “When you were killing Chen Wenzxian, where

was your wife that she didn’t scream?”
Du further testified: “My wife was on the kang all that time.
to scream, but 1 told her, ‘If you scream, I'll kill you, too,” s0 8

scream. This is the truth.”
Further interrogation: “How many times did you str

She was about
he didn’t dare

ike Chen wenxiah
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with your hatchet, how many ti i
: ] y times did you stri
their bodies did you strike them? Speak?f S
Du further testified: “I was in a bj '
3 a big hurry at that time
. ' , 50 I cho
at his head, and after that, I just hit him a few times wherever I co piie(i o
! . uld. §
remem}kl)er how many times I hit him or where I wounded him. Ye Czn t
. . Yest
when t e)brlmspected the corpse, toward the left side of his chin on iherl ]
shoulder ade, on the left side of his back, on the right side of’ his b W
there w}fl:re ax cuts on all those places. Ms. Zhang had ax cuts on thlsl ;tCk—
e left si
of hert roa't, on her left upper arm, on her left and right breasts, on h Sl'de
on the left s'1de, and on her left wrist. I made all of those cuts.” ’ e
Further 1ntefrogat10n: “Since Chen Wenxian came to your .house to dri
wine and you killed him, how did he come to be naked day befi o
when I examined the body?” e
h o .
Du hfurt :1;1 testified: “Chen Wenxian was wearing a short jacket and pant
when he got there. He took the jacket off himself while he was smoki o
: in
he put %t on the stcTol. The pants—1I took them off him myself afte gI) ;nd
killed him to make it look like he had come to have illicit sex with i fi g
. : «c m : ’
Further interrogation: “You had illicit sex with Ms. Li for th N
could it be that Chen Wenxian did not know about i.t?” T
Du further testlﬁéd: “Chen Wenxian was working for the Wei ho
there were lots of nights when he never came home H "
e - He never ever found
Further interrogation: “Did you di illi
» you discuss killing Chen Wenxian with Ms.
Du fi ified: “ i
i u urth;r testified: "Ms. Li moved into the Wei house west of to
, more than ten houses from here. I never went to her house. A V(‘im .
n i .
e.ver came to my house either. I never ever discussed it with h o
thing that I did all by myself. Reall i di =i e
e et - Really, Ms. Li didn’t know anything about it.”
reaer interrogation: “If you did i i S s
g not discuss it with Ms. Li, how di
pect to be able to marry her?” i
Du further testified: Si .
. : : “Since I killed her husb
;ed again, then I'd have a e o
hat’s the truth.”

, if she wanted to
: getmar-
good chance of getting back together with her.
Further inte i ome bad
; “rrogation: “In her ¢ i y
|y n her charges, Ms. Li said
e » Ms. Li said that you had
e g”m.(, ;nher husband Chen Wenxian and that you had trickedsh'm into
& - order to kill him. You claim to have had illicit sex wl'th 11\/;
i s.

ously trying to frame her.”
testified:

Li I— You are glhy;
Ju furthe .
It "
. o - If | had had bad feelings toward Chen Wenxian

ive.d 1n m &
y hﬂuse fOr three or four ears? Really lt
»

d he haye |
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was just because couldn’t even see Ms. Li that 1 killed Chen Wenxian. I'm

not just trying to frame her.”

Further interrogation: “Since Chen
ixth of the fifth month and moved away on the seventh, why was he will-
ou invited him over on the fourth

Wenxian had a squabble with you on

thes
ing to come to drink wine with you wheny

of the sixth month?”
Du further testified: “That day, it was Ms. Li who had the squabble with

my mother. [ had no squabble with Chen Wenxian. Chen Wenxian and |
were still on good terms.”

Interrogation of Ms. Li: “This Du Huailiang killed your husband af|
because of his passion for having illicit sex with you. When you moved away,
he could no longer have any contact with you, and that's why he killed your
husband. Du Huailiang has now confessed to all of this. Now you hurry up
and tell the truth.”

Li further testified: “If Du Huailiang has already confessed to all of it
then I dare not dispute it. I'll tell the truth, and that will be that. My husband
Chen Wenxian and I moved into Du Huailiang’s house to live in Kangxi 31,
Afterward, my husband went to work for the Wei family west of town, and

when he was busy with farmwork, he didn’t even come home to sleep. In the
eighth month of Kangxi 31 [late September 1692], around the time for prepa.
ing jujubes, I don’t remember what day it was, one evening, my husband
didn’t come home. About the first watch of the night, I went to Du Huail-
When he saw that nobody else was around, Du
d to have illicit sex. I struggled, but I
often had illicit sex. I didn't

jang’s room to get some fire.
Huailiang dragged me in and wante
couldn’t get free, and he raped me. Later, we

expect that his mother would figure it out.
«On the sixth of the fifth month of this year, Du Huailiang hit his wife a

couple of times because she didn’t have the meal ready. His mother then said
I had put him up to it, and in her room in the back, she cursed me for a slut
and a bitch and things like that. When 1 heard her, I got so mad that 1 said a
few things back until Sun Erchen’s wife made peace between us. That
evening, when my husband got home and heard we had squabbled, he beat
me for a while. T was ashamed to live in their house, so 1 told my husband t0

find a house someplace else so that we could move away. My husband found
venth, we moved

month, 1 was sick
ouly

a room at his master’s place, and on the morning of the se¢

to the Wei house. On the evening of the fourth of the sixth
Je, my husband went

ng’s house. ] wt'l"l""

illed my husband.'

with malaria and was sleeping. After he fed the catt
saying that he was going to go drinking at Du Huailia
sleep with the child. Tdon’t know why Du Huailiang k
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Further interrogation: “You had illi
H ad illicit sex with D ili
e . u Huailiang f
ears, ;n | ;_l' llt,.l you moved away, he then killed your husband (ﬁe Orl .
plotte with him to kill your husband because it was no lone +conve 'you
for you to ;ee each other. What else do you have to say abo ?T; ':[:n"“ment
’ L other : : ut thar?”
Li further testified: “I don’t know anything about how Du Huaili
illed my husband, and I never made any plot with him.” .
Furt'her 1nterrogation: “According to Du Huailiang ile diditb
i feehngsko(fi longing for you. He wanted to be able to be with ecaulsfe Of
: ' ‘ ou.
hadﬂ. t‘wor e : it 8.111 out with you, how could he kill your husban dy u. If he
pe willing to kill his own wife as well? You say you don’t know an th'alnd lzhen
i t in
the circums ances}. How can you go on giving false testimony? I}; 0 gda i
speak truthfully, I'll start using the instruments of torture on. y”u o
| o o ou.
Li furt:er testlﬁecll. On that one day, Ilost control, and he ra};ed me. Aft
we moved away Fo‘hve by ourselves, I felt so ashamed that I could 5 b -
it. How could I willingly get together with him again?! Furthermore . hear
pand and I ha.d been married for ten years. Seeing that we’d re ,;n L
child, our feehl‘lgs for each other were very deep. There’s no wa CIe =5 lh o
somebody to killhim. Now I have charged Du Huailiang with ki?linwou iget
band.fl hate that Du Huailiang so much! If I had been in on itg m};l Y
Huailiang, how could I not testify to it? I just beg you to e
the case.” get all the facts of
Further interrogation: “If i
¢ 1T you were not in with Du Huaili illi
your hl?sband, you should have filed your complaint at thall l'ang = klun?g
you wait two or three days and only then file it?” P
Li further testified: “T am a wi '
: oman left all b i
also had a fever from malaria. When I finall cy rrgselﬂ {&nd P
plaint, Your Honor had gone out to exami i’l Rl
the wrong route, I did not meet you al meltl S v W
: ong the w.
on the third day that I filed the complaint.”

I Ut thel
inter r()gatlon. YOou were haVlIlg IHICIt SexX'w ltll Du I Iualhang- Dld
yOUI llquand kIlO %% about 1t or not

Li further testified: *
: "My husband often did
never knew anything abour it.” .

Interroears: !

gation of Du W

i enwu:
Wenxian :

ay. This is why it was only

eturn home at night; he

Why did your son Du Huailiang kill Chen

and hig .
o s own wife, Ms. Zhang? Tell the truth,”

limg livey

YEar aboy

W testified: y

e, ied: "Your humble servant lives in the back. Du Huai
 front, > night of ' ol

i On the night of the fourth of the sixth month of thi
econd watch, Du Huailia E —

had kil o ngc
Hlled Chen Wenxian and his wife g came and got me up, saying that

- I'shouted to rouse Du Weiyuan to
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come and talk to him. When daylight came, we wentto reportit. I don’t have

any idea why he killed them.”
Further interrogation: “Du Huailiang and Ms. Li were having illicit sex.

Did you know about it?”
He further testified: “Originally, Du Huailiang and Chen Wenxian and hig

a courtyard in front. Lots of days, Chen Wenxian spent the night

wife shared
whether the

at his employer’s house and didn’t come home. I don’t know

two of them had illicit sex or not.”
Further interrogation: “On the sixth of the fifth month, why was it that

your wife gotinto a squabble with Ms. Li?”

He further testified: “On the sixth of the fifth month, my wife hit Dy
Huailiang a couple of blows because he had hit his wife. Under her breath,
she cursed Ms. Li, so Ms. Li came around to the back, and they bumped heads
and got into a squabble. A neighbor made peace between them. The nex;

day, Ms. Li moved away.”

This marks the end of the interrogation by Magistrate Jin Yingdou. His summary
follows, and then the text outlines the steps taken in the judicial review process, first
by Dongchang prefect Hou Juguang and then by the provincial judicial commissioner
Su Changchen. Both Hou and Su questioned the principals again, but there was no

change in the testimony; their answers were copied verbatim from the magistrate’s

records, with a few minor variations. When asked again whether he had plotted with

Ms. Li to kill her husband, Du Huailiang responded,

“Killing Chen Wenxian was something 1 did all by myself. Never did I plot

together with Ms. Li. She didn’t know anything at all about it. O Heaven

above—how could I wrong her?!”
Then Ms. Li offered details in her own defense that further reveal her disposition.

“ . One evening, | went over to his house to geta light from the fire. When

Du Huailiang saw that there was nobody around, he tried to seduce me into

ex with him. I tried to get away, but I couldn't, and he made me

havingillicit s
x afterward.

have illicit sex with him. It’s true that sometimes we had illicit se
But I didn’t expect that his mother would figure it out. On the sixth of the
fifth month of last year, around noon, the two of them got into @ fight
because his wife didn’t have the meal ready. Du Hu ailiang’s mother said I
was because I was stirring up trouble. And under her breath, she made o™
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pretty dirty remarks about me. § ’

evening, when my husband came hi):n(ell;?lr;?fjn:gl};tlxz'jf ?1 -
B b.e ét ,me for a while. . .. That one time in the past, I wa a’ -
had illicit sex with Du Huailiang. But after I had quarr’eled Snt}tl (}:]a;reful and
and we. moved away, I felt so ashamed that I could not beazv'lt E mother
regret it SO .InUCh—hOW could I even think of doing that t;l" vel'l nOVY, :
again” Talking about feelings—my husband and I were ma mil ‘;Vlth o
than ten ).Iears, and we had a child. How could it be that I halidrle 1'0r o
ings for hirn : hat I would have been willing to have somebod lscc')ll ltFIe o
had any feelings for Du Huailiang, then I would cover u z lh-hlm? If I
would I be willing to file a complaint against him? But I've 111) = Wh.y
jiang with killing my husband—1 hate that Du Huailiang go i;g::}ileu =

[n response Lo another question about her delay in fli
infil ; .
Al e potesee y in filing the formal complaint against

“Iama wom:.an leftall alone. And at that time, I also had a fever f; i
And my son is also small. Who could I get to take care of it fo rom?malana.
ﬁnall}‘r could get in to file the complaint, the magistrate h dr o
examine the corpses. And because I took the wrong route alI d?ccl) r:;to rl;t =
; eet

him along the way. This is why it w. ,
complaint.” y it was only on the third day that I filed the

"1{{ the officials ﬂg‘m’d that the appropriate punishment for Du Huaili

R Emf‘“ﬁﬁ_n" beheading for Du for havi :Lg committed premedit, ‘11-] ;‘#g fmd MS'

srnmga@tmn Jor Li for having been engaged in an illicit sexual d,; _,mm‘t_ﬂ; and

ended in murder* However, fudicial review officials in Beiiiﬂng d;g:::;:‘:iﬁmf t
- hat Ms, Li

was covered imperi
‘ d by an imperial amnesty and could be pardoned.” The e
curred. Du, however, was beheaded . s

NOTES

Source: Neige 1 i J
! ge— tiben Xmgffl lei [Grand Secretariat routine memorials, Crime and
51846, Kangxi 35.5.17 (June 16, 1696) =5
I According o ‘
CUmmigs adultery
and the

11{;1 Qing penal code, Article 285: “Whenever a wife or concubi
with ¢ ; e
o dTlOT.'}'-I‘El, and (her own husband) catches the adulterous wife
te place [in the very act of] adultery and immediately kills [both

ills [bot

O thers, thep
TR IS no punishment” ( Je 7
Jones, Great Qing Code, 2 italici
,271). (The italicized words
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words were sup-

Qing period legal scholars; the bracketed
r—knew of this

are later clarification by
plied by the translator). Clearly, Du Huailiang—and his neighbo

o use it as justification for the murders.

statute and hoped t
They can be dried or made intg

2. Jujubes are a common fruit in northern China.

a paste and other confections; it is not clear what “preparing juj

ubes” (z10zao) meang
in this context.

3. The reference hereis ambiguous: yan could designate
Although its effect on the hapless victim suggests that it might have been the latter,
more likely he was exhausted from work and sleepy because of the wine.

82, and Li’s with Article 285 of the

either tobacco or opium

4. Du's sentence is in accordance with Article 2
Qing penal code. See Jones, Great Qing Code, 268, 271. It is likely that being a widoweq
mother of the only heir of her husband’s

leniency. See Buoye, “Suddenly,” 68-70.
5. In his 1694 guide for magistrates, Huang Liuhong notes the important differ.

ence between adultery that begins through intimidation or enticement by the may,
and “those cases in which the parties indulge in carnal knowledge as a result of
mutual admiration” (Huang Liu-hung, Complete Book, 439—40). Bspecially becauge

Ms. Li’s report on how her adulterous relationship began was repeated several times
er the first iteration, one may surmise that the officials involveq

family was a factor in this decision for

with greater detail aft

in this case considered her willing participation to have been a function of her suitor’s

pressure on her. Ms. Li’s life was saved by the K
esty in the twelfth month of the thirty-fourth year of his reign, early in
Huailiang’s life was not

angxi cmperor’s announcement of 4

general amn
ause he had committed premeditated murder, Du

1695. Bec
282 of the Qing penal code,

spared; he was to be executed in accordance with Article

See Jones, Great Qing Code, 268.

CASE 7

Rui Meisheng: Manslaughter over an Outhouse
(Anhui, 1722)

The matter that led to blows here was not merely the foul smell of an open Jatrine: i
also involved crucial matters of respect between neighbors. The family of the defir
dant saw it as “inappropriate” that Rui Mian’s outhouse should face their front doo%
worse yet, when asked to correct the problem, Rui Mian adamantly refused. Even s
the matter did not escalate to violence until one day when Rui Meisheng had 0¢
much to drink. We should not imagine that the two doors were :;epamtc’d bya widk
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‘T’

woulevard. Most likely, the
[ -y hkefy, the alley between them was really quite narrow,
v at it was difficult to pass when the outhouse door swus ) pe
Ry " . 1 1
In the report excerpted here, the essential inte & apen.

rhaps so

gt ™ rrogation is conduct :

istrict Magistrat . . < ducted by Jingde

D gistrate Wang. The final pages of the report are missing i'r:d;:};;j 8;11
R ) ¥ ﬂg the

({”L [Tﬂ-l 1L was ] f i ”1!. over
j . Jr Vi o1 ‘vﬂ?ﬂai fo B(I I”g o fl”(l'i review, Al’..l:'ﬂfdﬂlg to co H
y HIE

imperial decision was to send the case b
. ack to the Three Judici
sideration of the sentence. e Judicial Offices for recon-

detailed m ;
T.he o Anher.norandum submitted by Judicial Commissioner Zhu Z
. o uo-
dlzg i 1;1Jud1c1al Commission states that he had examined :
. Jividual named Rui Mei ) a certain
1r1.th S ui Meisheng, twenty-nine sui in age, of middling height
wi ;) - .ace and thin whiskers, a native of Jingde District of Ng i
0 Irelz ec1 ure in Jiangnan. The complaint contends that this Meish N
rly lawiess ¢ i ~ Sheng, a
utteﬂ Yd N ountry bumpkin [xiangye yumin], together with Rui Jiu . hn
ed, in e » W
has | i an affray resulting in death the late Rui Mian, a distant 1O
, no ) 0 an -
tive in a . er generation of no recognized degree of mourning wh -~
. . W
his near neighbor and against whom he bore no previous enmi e
To wit: when Rui Mi i : iy
S T R i Mian repaired his outhouse, he changed its door to f;
utside. i ; O
the (; N }‘111 Meisheng claimed that it faced the main door of o
it from nis i i v
exit - ouse and instructed him to return it to its previo Y -
.o, Contrar ) = us orienta-
ti y to expectation, Rui Mian maintained that it was a :
: . m
his own convenience, and he refused to accede to the request atter of
Late in the day on i .
Meisheng ha , d Kangxi 60.10.2 [November 20, 1721}, after drinking, Rui
) d ° T}}:pene to go to his front door, where he was struck b -
ious odor. There S
about to strik Mupon, e wrongfully started an argument. Rui M)i,
O Strige i i ' ——
- Aelsheng, when Meisheng became enraged and pushed t}?S
over. i We
er. At that time, Rui Jiu arrived, having heard )
furthermore, he wrongfully took the initiati ’ g heard the commotion;
) itia inj Mian®
his fist. Thereupon, Rui Mian took tive to injure Rui Mian’s nose with
.. : ook up a beam from the latrine and
strike Meisheng when Meisheng agai i
beam and struck him. It ha & again wrongfully snatched away the
7 . . ppened that he injured Rui M;i
nd the right temporal lobe; th e
o . ; the wound was grievo
pired. Magistrate Song [Ti us, and before long he
Borarily i g ['Tingzuo] of Nanling Distri
arily in charge of Jingde Distri Lol O
3 Ti :
On Kangxi 60.10.3 [Novemb ctmatters, submitted the following report:
%econd Battalion q'- dVLm erat, 1721], Constable Rui Fan of the Twenty
, Second Secti whi i
"POrt on this eye nd Section [Ershierdu Ertu Lianbao], submitted hi
_ vent. His report states that one Rui Renju h 0
Aton the second, his father Rui Mi wju had filed a com-
) 1er Rui Mian had been beaten, was injured

Plaing v,

Manslaughter over an Outhouse o1




