are later clarification by Qing period legal scholars; the }.Jrack'e;et::lozvir;ljevvx;elefs;i
lied by the translator). Clearly, Du Huailiang——anddh1s neigl
Is)tatute and hoped to use it as justification for the.mur ers. P
j common fruit in northern China. They can. e ! @
a p:s.ti:]rl:; Z:: zonfections; it is not clear what “preparing jujubes (zu02a0) meang
o e here is ambiguous: yan could designate either tobacco or opium |
I\ :1 Tt:irtzfzger;eonethe hapless victim suggests that it mightfh:re b.een the latter,
. because of the wine.
B e ot e o and L ARGl
4. Du’s sentence1s ‘2:5 Great Qing Code, 268, 271. It is likely that being a widoweq
Qinipenafl i}i:ec.):;rei:;ir (;f her husband’s family was a factor in this decision g,
mother o
feniency S.e i Buoye,.;sid:l Tnni};isffaz:. Huang Liuhong notes the important diffe;.
W glu1 ; t(})mt begins through intimidation or enticement by the man
o e o adu' teryh'ch the parties indulge in carnal knowledge as a result of
and “those c'ase.s 111 WH1 ang Liu-hung, Complete Book, 439—40). Especially becayge
mutuil admlratfiojv hir aiulterous relationship began was repeated several time,
M.S o repordt (zail after the first iteration, one may surmise that the. officials mVC.ﬂVe.d
w1th.gfeater i idered her willing participation to have been a function of her suitor's
S— C(})lrm Ms. Li’s life was saved by the Kangxi emperor’s annf)un?ement of.a
i —— i .h cwelfth month of the thirty-fourth year of his reign, earlyin
e n amnesl:}f’: lklllati :ommitted premeditated murder, Du Huailiang’s life was not
1695. Because

i i i enal code.
d; h asto be executed in accordance with Artlcle 282 of the Q ngp
spare: ; Ne Wi h

See Jones, Great Qing Code, 268.

CASE 7

Rui Meisheng: Manslaughter over an Outhouse
(Anhui, 1722)

e\
led to blows here was not merely the foul smell of (11'lhl1pt'ill !:i:;;;m
e e' s of respect between neighbors. The family t}f f “i,mﬁ
R CII'ACMI matt'erte » that Rui Mian's outhouse should face Li1f1 I'J'ff'i:m! 3
i mapp:iof r::‘(l)‘rrect the problem, Rui Mian adamantly rr%"used . pllm.l -
L M:i}flnnistk:sca(;ate to violence until one day when Rui Meisheng
the matter di

rink. We wo doors were parated
imagine that the two door: sef

i 1d not imagine that t

much to d T’lk. (3 Shou

by aw
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poulevard. Most likely, the alley between them was really quite narrow, perhaps so
aarrow that it was difficult to pass when the outhouse door swung open.

In the report excerpted here, the essential interrogation is conducted by Jingde
pistrict Magistrate Wang. The final pages of the report are missing, including the
jate that it was forwarded to Beijing for Jfinal review. According to the cover, the

mperial decision was to send the case back to the Three Judicial Offices Sfor recon-
i
sideration of the sentence,

The detailed memorandum submitted by Judicial Commissioner Zhu Zuo-
jing of the Anhui Judicial Commission states that he had examined a certain
individual named Rui Meisheng, twenty-nine sui in age, of middling height,
with pockmarked face and thin whiskers, a native of Jingde District of Ning-

o Prefecture in Jiangnan. The complaint contends that this Meisheng, an
atrerly lawless country bumpkin [xiangye yumin], together with Rui Jiu, who
pas fled, beat in an affray resulting in death the late Rui Mian, a distant rela-
ve in an older generation of no recognized degree of mourning who was
his near neighbor and against whom he bore no previous enmity,

To wit: when Rui Mian repaired his outhouse, he changed its door to face
the outside. Rui Meisheng claimed that it faced the main door of entry and
exit from his house and instructed him to return it to its previous orienta-
tion. Contrary to expectation, Rui Mian maintained that it was a matter of
his own convenience, and he refused to accede to the request.

Late in the day on Kangxi 60.10.2 [November 20, 1721], after drinking, Rui
Meisheng happened to go to his front door, where he was struck by a nox-
ious odor. Thereupon, he wrongfully started an argument. Rui Mian was
about to strike Meisheng, when Meisheng became enraged and pushed the
outhouse over. At that time, Rui Jiu arrived, having heard the commotion;
furthermore, he wrongfully took the initiative to injure Rui Mian’s nose with
his fist. Thereupon, Rui Mian took up a beam from the latrine and was about
10 strike Meisheng when Meisheng again wrongfully snatched away the
beam and struck him. It happened that he injured Rui Mian on the crown
and the right temporal lobe; the wound was
Spired. Magistrare

Porarily in ch
On K

grievous, and before long he
Song [Tingzuo] of Nanling District, who was tem-
arge of Jingde District matters, submitted the following report:
Angxi 60.10.3 [November 21, 1721}, Constable Rui Fan of the Twenty-
::::Ir‘:l(:?:::a-{i”,n’ Sccm}d Section [Ershierdu Ertu .Lianl?ao], submitted his
Bl . !:I':r;_vt‘f:t, His relport states tha't one Rui Renju had filed a com-
1€ second, his father Rui Mian had been beaten, was injured,
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and had died a violent death at the hands of Rui Meisheng and his brother,
te. These being the true facts, the

A constable thereupon was sent to investiga
local warden Wang dared not conceal them, and appropriately he submitteq

a report on this matter.

The complaint submitted by Rui Renju concerning the murder of hig
father further states that on 10.2, in a sudden fit of malice (tu za0 xiong 'e),
Rui Meisheng and others by force smashed and destroyed the outhouse oye,
the pit latrine of his household. His father Rui Mian used reasoned words
oppose this force. Tragically, he was with most foul malice struck a blow thy,
injury, and he perished. Witness Rui Bao can provide acey,.
rate testimony as to this foul murder of my father. In accordance with the
law, 1 have respectfully filled out the forms and urgently request an exam;,

nation be held of the injury, with submission of a full report. ...
gistrate, but because that acting

gave him a severe

This case came 1o the previous acting ma
ate had received a commission to escort military provisions, on the
fourth, the matter was cransferred to my humble district. On the sixth, Trog)
provisional responsibility and rode alone with few followers, taking along 4

clerk and the coroner; 1 proceeded in person to the [warden’s| station where

the corpse lay to inspect it. Relatives of the dead man reported that the

deceased Rui Mian was fifty-five sui in age. Coroner Fang Qi reported orally
dy, there was broken skin on the forehead
toward the right side measuring diagonally 1.4 cun, a lethal injury caused by
2 wooden implement, anda round, red-purple nonlethal injury on the bridge
s caused by a fist. Beyond this, there were no causes

magistr

that on the anterior of the bo

of the nose 2 cun ACros
[of death]. ] made careful entries of the coroner’s findings in the record,

Constables Wang Fa and Yao Ran reported that in the case against Rul
Meisheng and others brought by Rui Renjt, the criminal Rui Jiu named o
the search and arrest warrant given them had fled and has not yet been appre
hended. Appropriately, they reported this fact. Accordingly, | separately
jailed Rui Meisheng and Rui Bao and ordered an intensive gearch for Rui Jiu
and that he be thoroughly interrogated on the day he is apprehended, with

the request for authorization forwarded. Appropriately, | filled out and ann
orpse and compiled these

d out in the case; these

documentt

tated the register of injuries to the ¢
| submitied

reporting the procedures already carrie

to the offices of the governor—general and provincial governor.
3 N : : , . : o

authorization from Anhui governor censor Li and a rescript of authorizt

n to arrest Rui Jiu fof examination,
awaited auth

| recelv

pmviﬁ‘il‘

from the judicial commissio -
0

sentencing, and forwarding of the criminal. I thereupon

tion from the gove rnor-general.
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oher p‘rocec?uré, including the passing of memoranda back

Channelsﬂﬁ’]udtcial review for the purpose of discussing limictatj:: ﬁmh £ o the
rehension of t}.le fugitive, and so on, are noted here. With final s 1mp('>se‘d for the

the preﬁzcture, the investigation was conducted by the new magi Pfrmu.swn from

pricty Wang Manchuan; the time limit was reckoned — dg“lstmte of Jingde Dis-

mstmctions from his superiots to carry it out exPeditiousl; ate he took office, with

stables origi i

The con riginally assigned to the case report that Rui Jiu h

. trace L

ithout 2 ah. iellnd that they have no leads on where to appreh dshﬂed
on, this i i i

Thereup umble magistrate examined Rui Meisheng and —

Juring @ strenuous interrogation at my court e et

I questioned Rui Renju: “Testify as to whi
py Rui Meisheng and the other man.” y your father was beaten to death

He tes_tlﬁeid: Our family had an outhouse that was falli
year, 0UT family rebuilt it. That Rui Meisheng and the oth alling down. Last

i e others said
my family make the door open toward their front door? Tim - .Should
asked us to ch‘ange the direction to what it had been ‘L)eforee 1nd again they
paid no atter'mon. ”.Fhis is the truth. Then on the second of th, ut my father
10 our surprise, Rui Meisheng and the others knocked down n‘: tinth. m}onth,
house. At first, my father reasoned with them, but uneXpectzdla%m}l)ly s
my fther up. At that time, I was working in the fields. When I }}1’ they beat
shouting, I ran over as fast as I could. I saw my fathe1.‘ wase:l :lard o
2 q I

scious on the ground. Rui Bao and I carried him home, and eady uncon-
beg you to make right this injustice!” , and then he died. I

Further questioning: “Who i
! : gave him the blow i
ol . on his forehead,
I ;;{Z@;nt ,Was us;d? Who gave him the blow on the bridge of hi e what

i Renju testified: “The wound on hi is nose?”

d n h .
Meisheng when he hit him with a beam jfshforehead was given him by Rui
by Rui Jiu, who hit him with his fist.” . The wound on his nose was made

Further questioning:
g "If you were working i
know all these details so clearly?” Rt et

He further testi
stified: “As fa ing i
3 fied: r as seeing it, Rui Ba .
Furl:l.ljust question Rui Bao, and he'll explain it Sls’,aw it all and told me
| er questioning: .
g g “When you got to your father, what might he have
He further testified:

th "By the ti
Eground. e i~ ¥ the time | got there, Father was unconscious on

t talk anymore.”

lllI‘T.h('I (] llt*,stlt)l'llllg-
i I
"‘ril { er m k”‘]\‘h] r

"How did your fath S
T er and Rui Meisheng refer to
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He testified: “Rui Meisheng called my father “uncle,” but they were nine
degrees of mourning apart.”

Interrogation of Rui Bao: “Who injured Rui Mian and what weapon was
used? You witnessed the killing; tell the whole truth about it.”

He testified: “I was on my way back from the fields on that day when I
heard them shouting. 1 walked over and saw Rui Meisheng and Rui Jiu, both
of them, arguing with Rui Mian. Rui Jiu hit Rui Mian on the bridge of the
nose with his fist. I pulled Rui Jiu away, but then Rui Mian picked up a beam
from the outhouse and went after Rui Meisheng with it. Meisheng grabbed
the beam away from him and hit Rui Mian once on the head with it. When
I saw that Rui Mian had been knocked down, 1 held him in my arms for a
while. His son Rui Renju ran up then, and he and I together carried Rui Mian
home. I didn’t expect that Rui Mian would die.”

Further interrogation: “Since you were at the scene of the beating, why
didn’t you snatch the beam away from Rui Meisheng?” ‘
Further testimony: “At that time, I was holding Rui Jiu back. I didn't
expect that Rui Mian would pick up the beam to hit Rui Meisheng with. But
Rui Meisheng snatched the beam away from him and hurt him with it.”
Interrogation of Rui Meisheng: “How did you and Rui Mian refer to each
other in kinship terms? What enmity was there between you before this?
Why did you beat him to death? Make a true deposition.”
He testified: “Rui Mian was my distant uncle but not within the rules of
mourning, Ordinarily, we had no bad relations at all. It was all because the
door of his family’s outhouse used to open inside, and then, all of a sudden,
in the old year, he changed this door to face outward. When it was open, it
just about faced the main door of my family’s house. Since it wasn’t conve-
nient for us when we went in or out, many times I asked him to change the
door back to where it had been. But he was stubborn and refused. On the
second of the tenth month, after I'd been drinking, 1 happened to be walk-
ing up to our doorway, where I smelled a foul air that hit you hard. So I went
over to discuss [lilun] it with him. How could I know that he’d want to hit
me? That made me mad, so I pushed his outhouse over. And that’s the truth.
Then he grabbed that beam and came after me. In haste, I grabbed the beam
away from him and hit him once on the head with it. And then he fell down-
They carried him home, and he died.”
Further interrogation: “Who was it that hit Rui Mian on the nose with his

fist?”
Further testimony: “Before [ hit him, my brother Rui Jiu heard us arg"”
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lng and came over and hit R i .a .]l ” € nos W | h
\ a1 Ml nit i i e
.” € once lth hlS ﬁSt his iS €

urtheI interro ation I llat beaIIl dlat y ou Illt lllnl W lt]l W] 1C1
g B
F » €re 1s 1t

Further testimony: “T hit Rui Mian once and saw him fall: th
beam down' and ran away. I don’t know where it is now.” hentthrenthe
Further interrogation: “With that one blow, you hit .him
on the head. Clearly, you intended to kill him. How can ouon alh?thal'sg’m
Further testimony: “Really, it was because he was coi’nin ex}z‘tam s
the spur of t}he moment, I grabbed that beam and just swu o 'er me: ¥
expect thatI'd hithim on the head. And I didn’t know that itn AT il
Even. though we were distant uncle and nephew, ordina 'lWas -
relations at all. How could I hit and kill him With’ crimin rI1 y < h’?d nood
Further interrogation: “Where has your brother Rui ]j T g
Further testimony: “I've been in jail, and I don’t knowuv?}l:;rszl?? ff
ran o

»

to.
Interrogati i
Inter gation of [local warden] Rui Fan: “Tell me the details ab
Rui Meisheng and the other man beat Rui Mian to death.” i
He testified: ’ .
i I'wasn’t there when they were hitting each other. On th
| . . e
S JIL came to make a report to me. He said that Rui Meish
is bro i :
an ) er had beaten his father to death over an outhouse. so -
see, and sure en i Mi S
nd: ough, Rui Mian was dead. So then I submitted
the district yamen].” i
All depositi i
positions were entered into the record. According to the investi
estiga-

1‘01’] Of l 5
. ]le af()Ie]IleIltloIled IIlangtI ate ()f lllgde DlStl 1Ct. V\/ ang Manchuall
R VIC S le]lg was t}le dlStaIlt Ilephew ()f Rlll Miall, now de( eased. Bho"s

Written here is a
clear summary of the facts as revealed above, It concludes:

Without waiti sudici

e tllllleg f;z iu;:l‘:.ct:l tormr(?, t}.le aforementioned criminal spilled all

Statute on cases in which1 e Meisheng accords with the

he dies, and the lethal W;eV(f; él together strike a person with the result that

B eon AT und is the most serious, and the one striking the
should be strangled.” I recommend that he be held in jail

awaiting ¢ i i
e g strangulation. Since he was at the scene, saw th
pted unsuccessfully to intervene : v

be beats :
. teﬁa.tlng with the heavy staff, Rui Fan
S »
tify, ought first to be held accounta

ek and
ui Bao’s punishment ought not to

the local warden who did not deign
ble (zhaishi) for Rui Jiu, who has fled
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and who should be tried separately upon his apprehension with all the

related people taken into custody by the prefectural yamen.
The remainder of the report details the review process, during which each successiy,
level of review agreed with the findings of the magistrate’s court and added repeqy, i
injunctions to speed up the review. In the portion of the repott that remains, there ;
noindication that Rui Jiu was ever apprehended, nor is there any change to the deqyy
sted initially. Because the emperor’s decision was to commang y,,
d advise him concerning the Sentence

ommuted, or at least reduced, afier

sentence SUZZE
Three Judicial Offices to reexamine the case an

it is likely that Rui Meisheng’s execution was ¢

the autumn assizes.

NOTE

Neike tiben Xingke Xingbu Xingfa [Grand Secretariat routine memorials, Boarg

Source:
¢ and Punishment] 522—102. Because ¢,
¢

of Punishments, Office of Scrutiny, Crim

final pages of the memorial are missing, | am unsure of its precise date.

1. Citing Article 302 of the Qing penal code. See Jones, Great Qing Code, 2868,

CASE 8

Jia Mingyuan: Accidental Homicide (Fengtian, 1796)

close neighbors got into an argument that resulted
in the death of one of the oldest among them, perhaps from a stroke, although foren:
sic medicine at that time could not make such a diagnosis. At the beginning of 1k
case, Bolin, a Manchu and the prefect of Fengtian near the modern city of Shenyang
quotes the synopsis offered by Wen Duxu, Department Magistrate of Fuzhot.

In this case, three generations of

1795], local warden Sun Rong submitted3
by the familydf

7, Yu Dehai, a laborer hired
o report that toward evening on 65
rain crops on

dig a ditch acre

On Qianlong 60.6.25 [August 9,

repott, saying “On 6.23 [August7
Song Shichen, had come to his home t
after it had rained, because he was concerned that the g

would be harmed, Song Fu instructed Yu to
o drain the water. Jid Lun 9“1-:
it and injured Jia

marshlands
the cart path alongside our land by which t
d a dispute. Song Fu h
Fu. Then Song ghichen:

ong Shichen was ©

Mingkui stopped him and starte
and Jia Mingkui. Jia Lun struck and injured Sun
Shizhong, Jia Mingyuan, and others came up. S
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jron spt:al'.that he handed over to Song Shizhong. Jia Mi

awayh €4 .usmg him to fall, and Song Shizhong wi Jila' ingyuan snatched it

song Shizhong to Jia Wenli’s house, At sundown ;’Uured. ”.rhen they took

preathing and died. As appropriate, I have reporte’:d ?tnt%) i’}szong i
u for investiga-

fion-

[he magistrate then proceeded to the location of the cor

The coroner reported that Song Shizhong was stenty-oni s:ut"’. conduct an autopsy,.
ayof wminor scrapes on his cheeks and elbows, but the only s lbln agf?: H.tf had a vari-
pruise from a fist on the left side of his forchead. Even so i’n uh stantial injury was a
{lies nad already attacked the body, which was beginnin ) r the summer heat, blow-
1he clder Mr. Song had died as a vesult of his fall. He a%s ) Swell.l i
other pflﬂ..l‘gs in the scuffle, all of which were healing ap iOEthlmmed the injuries of

At the site, the magistrate conducted his initial inqufﬁefnﬁﬁely
yothing new to add, but the hired farm laborer Yu Dehai cl' . e local warden had
dispute and provided more details on what had happened arified the cause of the

« . Song Fu said that our crops in th
: e marsh field mi
flooding, and that I should take a wooden shovel and ;:f:t be damaged by
with him tol open a ditch across the cart path that runs ?mattock and go
order to drain the. water. Then Jia Lun and Jia Mingkui v; E(ng that field in
that we were cutting off their cart path. And they got into :n ed up and said
. o )
S:“? Fu}; Jia Lu.n punc.hed Song Fu in the left eye, and Song F ri%l.ent il
;I e ofreh ead with the iron hammer he had brought along t%) t.uh it Jia Lunin
; : l(: L 9 matt(l)ck, and he started to bleed. Jia Mingkui ca e
it him ancll injured him in the left ear, Jia Lun grabb me up and Song
merand left with it. Song Fu and Jia Minglun st dgra ed Song Fu’s ham-
. o .
and l'[”ICd to pull them apart. ‘Then, one afte ;te scuffling on the ground,
Wenli, Jia Yile, and Song Shichen . f the other, Song Shizhong, Jia
up. Song Shicl carrying an iron spear in hi
g Shichen wanted to get into the fi is hand all came
e fight, but Jia Wenli stopped him. All

Leould hear was 1
ar was fia Mingyuan yelli
e el J yelling that Song Shichen had an iron s

:11:11] turned around
Mingyuan ran off

e ear.
ad just pulled Song Fu and Jia Mingkui apartpan(ri

to look, I saw Song Shizhong fa
i walked e Burtlt??rd the west, and Song S}izli)(ril;v:;ggdd}lf S
Song Shizh(-mg oy a .LL'r afew steps, he sat down on the oround —
hiis hegd and hi;]nfmjl”-'y on his head. I asked him abfut 'n o th?t
e, sleft elbow hurt. Together with Song Shi ;t, -
By the morning of the twenty—t}%ird 1cSo(;l; ;Islti(;;died
) ong

‘ ay home
ttalk )
and ¢ oy
Song Fu told me to go inform the local ward
en

flnynu,re
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