
In light of the egregious murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud Arbery, the SPA

Leadership Diversity and Inclusion Co-coordinators would like to declare solidarity with the Black

community. We have seen systematic racism prevail in the United States, working diligently to oppress

vulnerable communities, which can be seen on our own campus. This is unacceptable, and the Black

community at AU has been proclaiming this, long before these brutal murders. We join them in calling

for justice for everyone who has been wounded by the long standing tradition of American racism and

police brutality, especially for those whose lives have been taken from them.

 Along with President Burwell, and Dean Vicky Wilkins, we fully denounce police brutality, and place

unwavering support behind the Black Lives Matter movement, including the current protests. Through

the Leadership program, we as students, coordinators, and members of the AU Community work to

become leaders who acknowledge the injustice in the world, and do everything in their power to put

an end to it. As incoming Diversity and Inclusion Coordinators, we will work tirelessly to increase

solidarity and amplify marginalized voices throughout the upcoming year. We believe in the power of

diverse voices in leadership, and in the idea that everyone deserves a seat at the table. 

American University and the United States should strive to be a place where everyone feels safe —

regardless of race, sexual orientation, or gender. We recognize that while solidarity is important,

meaningful change comes from action. Below we have linked a variety of organizations that are

committed to inciting change in our flawed system, as well as nonfinancial options to catalyze

change.We thank the Leadership community for making diversity a priority, and hope that the

upcoming school year will include more conversations about what we can do to make a more just and

inclusive world. 

Sincerely, 

The Diversity and Inclusion Coordinators

To our SPA Leadership Community:



Take Action 
Organizations: 

Black Lives Matter
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/ms_blm_homepage_2019

Communities United Against Police Brutality
https://www.cuapb.org

Justice for George Floyd
https://www.change.org/p/mayor-jacob-frey-justice-for-george-floyd

Justice for Breonna Taylor
 https://www.gofundme.com/f/9v4q2-justice-for-breonna-taylorhttps://www.change.org/p/andy-
beshear-justice-for-breonna-taylor

The NAACP Legal Defense Fund
https://org2.salsalabs.com/o/6857/p/salsa/donation/common/public/?
donate_page_KEY=15780&_ga=2.209233111.496632409.1590767838-
1184367471.1590767838https://org2.salsalabs.com/o/6857/p/salsa/donation/common/public/?
donate_page_KEY=15780&_ga=2.209233111.496632409.1590767838-1184367471.1590767838

Contact Information:

Call County Attorney Mike Freeman 
612-348-5500

Call Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison 
651-296-3353

Call Governor Tim Walz 
651-201-3400


