First Year Seminar Scrapbook: “Reflections: U.S. in the Mirror” 

Prof. Elizabeth Cohn, Spring 2014


Purpose
The goal of this assignment is to take the concepts we are learning in class and think about them outside of the classroom. It is an opportunity for you to be creative by using photos, video and images that reflect the ways in which the U.S. appears to you or to others.

You will be asked to create a pictorial representation of the issues we have raised in class in the form of a scrapbook. This is a chance for you to think beyond an assigned reading, to reflect on what you see around you on campus, in Washington, DC, in the media, on TV, etc.


Format
Your scrapbook may be produced either electronically with PowerPoint slides, Tumblr or Prezi or as a hard copy with scrapbook or construction paper, but you should consult the professor if it is not one of those suggested means. 

You should choose an image – either a photo you took yourself or one you find on-line – and then explain each image in a paragraph. Why did you choose that image and what does it say about the United States? All images that are not your own should identify the creator of that image so that copyright is respected. A quote, song, video clip, etc. may be used in place of an image, but it too must be explained.


Your name and a title should be on the front cover.

Categories
There are twelve categories listed below and your scrapbook must include ten of them. It may include all twelve, but everyone must include American University. You may have more than one page of your scrapbook dedicated to one of the categories.

Categories: 
1. American University
2. Democracy 
3. American Exceptionalism 

4. America at War
5. 9-11 
6. National Security vs Civil Liberties

7. The immigrant experience in America
8. Washington, DC
9.  American inequality

10. Foreign perspective of U.S. culture

11. Foreign perspective of U.S. policies

12. Other, approved by Prof Cohn


Introduction
You will write an introduction to your scrapbook addressing the major themes you raise in it. It must make references to the readings for this course. Think about what we discussed in class and what the authors we have read this semester had to say on the themes that you raise in your scrapbook. It should integrate the ideas you raised on specific pages of your scrapbook and make references to your specific pages but not repeat what you have already said in your scrapbook.

There are ten categories in your scrapbook (from the list above), but themes are different. For example, the theme you might have raised about American University is activism. For your scrapbook introduction you might draw on E.J. Dionne’s insights about the long history of individualism and community in America, and how activism fits with thinking about the broader community and not just the individual. There may be times where the theme and category overlap, such as American Exceptionalism.

Recognizing that some of the themes you raised may not be fully discussed in our readings for the semester, you may use books or articles that were not assigned or recommended for this course. You do not have to use outside readings, but you may if that will make it easier for you to write your introduction.

Your introduction should be 500-750 words or approximately 1.5 to 2 pages, single-spaced with a line between paragraphs, 12 point font, Times New Roman. 

Grade for scrapbook assignment as a percentage of your total course grade:
Scrapbook
15%

Presentation
  5%


Deadline
Four of your scrapbook pages are due Thursday February 27. This early submission will allow you to get feedback and improve, as necessary, the quality of your scrapbook.

You must submit your scrapbook, either electronically or a hard copy, by Thursday April 24 to Prof. Cohn at ecohn@american.edu. 

Presentation
You will make a 5-minute presentation of your scrapbook in class on April 28. In 5 mins you will not be able to show your whole scrapbook, so choose a few images and explain why those are most significant to you. You should have notes on what you plan to say and you should practice your presentation. It is very important that you practice your presentation as time limits will be strictly enforced.
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