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DISCOURSES

Political Party Spectrum

How is German identity represented in

discourses on refugees and asylum-
seekers?

* Refugees:
* Deserving or undeserving?

CONTEXT

e Angela Merkel declares open border policy for
el refugees and asylum-seekers coming to Germany

* Criminal, Schiitzbedurftigen
(deserving of protection),

e Passage of Asylum Packet Il — quicker deportation
and restricted family migration

e Passage of Integration Act — easier access to job

market, integration course requirement
German

ldentity

Political Party

Leitkultur - anti-

Islam
o DIE
Alternative c
D u e liNK E Leitkultur -
\ o Grundordnung,
openness

Sozialdemokratische
Partei Deutschlands

(SPD)

Alternative fir Christlich Christlich-Soziale
Deutschland Demokratische Union in Bayern

(AD) Union Deutschlands (CSU)
(CDU)

Discourse analysis to show constructions of
German identity and how they relate to
discourse on refugees and refugee policy

Leitkultur - against
multiculturalism

Multiculturalism,
Grundordnung

* Party platforms on asylum and integration

* Press releases making an argument about
migration

Multiculturalism,
Socialism

* 3 months period before state parliament
elections in March 2016 September 2016

Political Left Die Linke SPD cCbu Csu

* ldentity:
* Inclusive or exclusive?

AfD Political Right

* Leitkultur (Grundornung —
basic law - and cultural
hummanitarian responsibility identity)

* Multiculturalism
(Grundordnung and tolerance)

Refugees

Criminal, economic
burdens, difficult
to integrate

Schutzbedurftigen
— expected to
integrate with help
of society

Schiitzbedurftigen
— must integrate

Victims facing war,
violence, or
political
prosecution

Victims of
inhumane
governments

Right wing
extremism goes
against basic law
and democratic

values

Die Linke

Liberal refugee
policy not
consistent with
German values of
security and
women’s rights

CONCLUSIONS

- Discourse on Leitkultur (leading culture)
was present in more party discourses, and
confined to the political right

- Leitkultur questions deservingness and
promotes stricter integration procedures

- Tension between fear of nationalism and
cultural heterogeneity

- Debate between different parties shows a
healthy democracy
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