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Sogdians, famous for their mercantile activities
along the Silk Road, left traces in Khotan and
its neighboring sites along the southern rim of the
Tarim Basin as early as the fourth century CE. Due
to the scarcity of the sources, we know little about
them apart from their existence. A close reading of
the Khotanese documents from Khotan, however,
can illuminate in greater detail the Sogdians’ roles
in Khotan, especially in finance, taxation, and ad-
ministration. In this paper, I first give an overview
of the sources concerning Sogdians in Khotan, in-
cluding those in Kharoshti, Sogdian, Chinese, and
Khotanese, then examine two previously misun-
derstood key terms in Khotanese: *® -/&d - “to
borrow,”and &) /&®.) “borrowed, owed.” In
light of this new understanding, I proceed to dis-
cuss the Sogdians’ roles as money lenders, tax-col-
lectors, and administrators in Khotan and the
entire Tarim Basin in the eighth century CE.

In November 1906, the British archaeologist Aurel
Stein discovered a wooden tablet (E. VL. ii. 1, now
commonly designated as KI 661) at Endere, a ru-
ined site roughly 350 km east of Khotan.' This
tablet contains a camel purchase contract in
Kharomhi dated to the tenth regnal year of Vijida
Si g ha,* king of Khotan, whom Zhu Lishuang
(2017: 205-6) identified with Vijaya Si y ha (16) in
the .+ $! 5+ ! % +1*Q 53 whose reign Eti-
enne De la Vaissiére (2014: 86) dated to ca. 320 CE.
Sten Konow (1932: 74) realized that / 1(% , the epi-
thet of the camel’s buyer, means “Sogdian.” John
Brough (1965: 594) discerned that *%Q $ #a,
one of the witnesses to this contract, is but a ren-
dering of *5Y*0, a popular Sogdian name also
borne by the writer of the Ancient Letter I1.4 In
other words, two Sogdians were involved in this
transaction. In addition, Stein discovered at
Loulan six Sogdian fragments during his second
and third expeditions.5 In 1994, Chinese and
Japanese archaeologists excavated another Sogdian
fragment at Niya.® These seven documents share
the same script with the Ancient Letters, which
were written around 313,” and should date from
roughly the same period.®
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A few Sogdian documents from the seventh to the
ninth centuries were discovered in the Khotan
area. David N. MacKenzie (1976: ix) mentioned a
Sogdian wooden slip from Khotan.® Nicholas Sims-
Williams (1976) published seven Sogdian frag-
ments from Mazar Tagh, a ruined fort roughly 180
km north of Khotan. Yutaka Yoshida (1997: 568-
69) listed four more Sogdian documents from
Khotan: Fragment 36 in Sims-Williams and Hamil-
ton 1990 (catalogued somewhat misleadingly as
IOL Khot 158/5)," one fragment from the Trinkler
Collection, one fragment from the Francke Collec-
tion, and a seal with Sogdian writings found by
Stein. Additionally, Or.11344/12r contains a few
Sogdian words in its right bottom corner overlap-
ping the Khotanese text. To my knowledge, no at-
tempt has been made to read them.

In the past two decades, more Sogdian documents
from Khotan have come to light. Bi Bo and Sims-
Williams (2010 and 2015) published 13 Sogdian
fragments in the Museum of Renmin University of
China, including four economic documents, one
letter, five letter fragments, and three small scraps.
Among the collection of documents from the
Khotan area recently acquired by the National Li-
brary of China is BH4-136, a slip of paper with a
clay seal in the middle and one line of Sogdian.
Duan Qing (2016: 97 and 115) published its picture
and Yoshida’s preliminary reading from an earlier
picture. Based on the new picture, Yoshida (2017:
285) was able to improve the reading." I (2013) also
published a tiny Sogdian fragment from Khotan,
which only contains four words from four lines.

Some Chinese documents from Khotan contain
thinly veiled Sogdian names. Rong Xinjiang (1994:
161) collected five such examples. Yoshida (1997:
569) also collected these names and reconstructed
the underlying Sogdian spellings.> He later ( , 1
Duan 2009: 67) spotted another one in a recently
discovered Chinese-Khotanese bilingual docu-
ment.3 All of these materials attest to the presence
of Sogdians in Khotan. Due to the small number
and the fragmentary nature of these documents,
however, they do not reveal much about the Sogdi-
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(60@D ? (Skjeerve 2002: 9-10, with improved res-
toration)

This document in the British Collection is also a
loan contract, in which seven men each take a loan
of 125) | .:satan interest rate of 10%. Its left part
is slightly damaged and the first several 's . sof
each line are missing. Fortunately, the lacuna can
be restored with confidence thanks to the repeti-
tive wording of the contract itself and parallels in
other documents. In this contract, &0 9 (past, 3
pl. m.) is used in combination with , 1 9, which P.

Oktor Skjerve ( ,1 Emmerick and Skjerve 1997:

96-100) discussed at length and translated as
“promised, committed oneself.” Duan and Li (2014:
31) published a newly discovered Chinese-
Khotanese bilingual document, in which 1 9is

attested and corresponds to Chin. - %* p ‘owing.
It can therefore be established that *& -/&D -
means “to borrow.”
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Moreover, from *&® -/&0 isderived &) /&.) ,
“borrowed, owed,” not “excellent, outstanding” as
in Bailey 1979: 109. Degener (1989: 296) noticed
this word and the suffix. The intervocalic - - is
dropped, asin, &n 9, 3pl. pres. from, & J‘to
request, demand.” See Emmerick 1968: 64.

Let’s look at the passages in which &) /&.)
pears:
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Among these documents concerning loans, at least
three (Or.6394/2, SI P 94.22, SI P 103.41) explicitly
involve Sogdians. Let’s take a closer look at them.

(BO@A ? (Skjaerve 2002: 5-6, with improved rea-
ding)
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This document from the Hoernle Collection in the
British Library is among the earliest acquired
Khotanese documents. It is an order from
Inaniraka, the official in charge of the township, to
his subordinate Silaka, demanding the latter to
bring the poll tax and the money for the cloth of
winter clothes in the amount of 9370 ) | .: s within
five days, since the Sogdian from whom/, : 0
Imaniraka borrowed this sum on Silaka’s behalf
has come to collect his debt.
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This small document from the Rus-
sian Collection is a fragment of an
order. Like the previous two orders, it
also involves loans with interest from

Sogdians. Thanks to their similarities, the lacunae
can be partially restored. Issued in the fifth month
and concerning outstanding cloth, it may have
links with Or.6394/2.
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From the three documents examined above, de-
spite a few unclear words and phrases, we can see
that the Sogdians were integrated into the taxation
system of Khotan. When those from the Inner
Court came down to the prefectures to collect
taxes, the Sogdians would lend money to the offi-
cials on the prefecture level or below, and come
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back to collect their debts with an interest after an
interval of two or three months. This practice con-
tinued into Archive 3, when Khotan was under Ti-
betan rule. From Domoko A4 (Skjerve 2002:
581-82), we learned that/, : 0 Sudarrja j borrowed
20,000) | .:satan 8% (per month!) interest to pay
the tax. Heasked , $ .s Saj dara* to quickly col-
lect and send in the tax before the end of the
month so that the interest would not accumulate.

From Hedin 3r (Bailey 1961: 22), however, we
learned that Sa j dara failed to carry out the task
and Sudarrja § had to borrow 22,120 ) | .: s from a
Sogdian named Vageveda (*YZY*0 , see above).
Understandably, Sudarrja j was angry and frus-
trated.® Once again, Sudarrja j ordered Sa j dara
to collect) I .:sin full and send them before the
end of the month to minimize interest payment,
but we do not know whether Sa j dara managed to
do so. Sudarrja j JF loan is also recorded on Hedin
57 (Bailey 1961: 47), a document on wood in Ar-
chive 3.2 Note that Vagevida was coming from the
Inner Court, thus revealing a deeper degree of par-
ticipation in the administration.

In Archive 3, we also encounter Sogdian tax collec-
tors. In the 35th regnal year of Visa’ Vaham (801),
as we learned from Or.11252/30 (Skjerve 2002: 99),
44 workers (weavers) were ordered to pay as trib-
ute, in addition to cloth, 44,000) | .:s, to be col-
lected by s 1 An Kuh-syin,”” who appearsas s 1
An Kuk-syin in Or.11252/36v-a (Skjerve 2002: 102-
3),?® a fragment of an order issued by /, : 0 Sudar-
rjaJ with a hint at An Kuh-syin’s Sogdian
identity.> Later that year, it seems, S 1 An Sam re-
placed s 1 An Kuh/k-syin and came to the Six
Towns to collect the ) |.:s. On the 4th of the 12th
month of the 35th regnal year, $ 1 An Sam issued a
voucher of 40,000) | .: s paid by Namaubuda, a
representative of the residents of the Six-Town Pre-
fecture.>* This payment was copied in Hedin 19,
an account of cloth and ) | .: s delivered before the
20th of the 12th month. On the 28th of the same
month, another voucher of a payment of 3,000

) I.:sinto$ 1 An Sam’s account (, : & ) was is-
sued.® Both An Kuh/k-syin and An Sam are most
likely Chinese names of Sogdians bearing the sur-
name * ,thesurname assumed by Bukharan
Sogdians.® Two similar names, * 8%7*

and ?* y,areattested in /Ix 18925 and
Or.6407 respectively.3* This use of Chinese names

*



demonstrates that these Sogdians’ cooperation
with local authorities can be traced back to the
previous period when Khotan and the entire West-
ern regions were under Tang China’s control.>

In addition, the Sogdians in Khotan also helped
convert small cloth (08 1* ' ) into standard cloth
(5 1) for those who only produced small cloth.
According to Or.11252/38 (Skjaerve 2002: 103-4), the
Sogdians took 53 pieces of small cloth for seven
bolts of standard cloth.3® Here I take one piece of
small cloth as one foot of small cloth, because that
is the default unit used to measure small cloth.
One foot of small cloth is worth 450) 1 .:/3 and
one foot of standard cloth is worth 62.5) |.:/.3 53
feet of small cloth would make 53 x 450 = 23,850

) |.:s. Seven bolts of normal cloth would make 7
X 40 x 62.5 =17500 ) | .:s. Clearly, the Sogdians
made a handsome profit out of the deal.

The Sogdians in Khotan also displayed some mo-
bility in the larger region. The author of a Sogdian
letter discovered in Khotan (No. 5 in Bi and Sims-
Williams 2015) wrote that “I did not go to Sogd, nor
to Turkestan,? nor to Tibet” (Bi and Sims-Williams
2015: 266), indicating that he was able to go to
these places. This letter itself was sent from .33,
corresponding to DF17* ™Y, in the present-day
Aksu area, roughly 500 km due north of Khotan.
Yoshida (2017: 276) noticed that .38, which was
on one of the main routes connecting Khotan to
the oases along the northern rim of the Takla-
makan Desert, also appears in the Judeo-Persian
letter from Dandan-Uiliq acquired by Stein.

Sogdians in Kucha, it seems, played a role very
similar to that of the Sogdians in Khotan. Ching
(2012: 67-69; 2013: 357-63) found in Cp.37 + 36, a
long Tocharian document of legal complaints in
the French Collection, that a Sogdian in Kucha
named Puttewane collected money, cloth, and
horses on behalf of a local official, and was subse-
quently embroiled into conflicts with the local
people. In fact, it seems that certain Sogdians may
have occupied very high positions in the Tang ad-
ministration in the Western regions. Rong (2010:
450) noticed that Cao Lingzhong, the Military
Commissioner of Yi Zhou, Xizhou, and Beiting#
from 769-786, was probably a Sogdian, not only
because of his surname, but also because the Tang
emperor Daizong granted him the royal surname
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Li and a new name Yuanzhong, a practice only ap-
plicable to non-Chinese.

In conclusion, through a close reading of the
Khotanese documents from Khotan, especially the
clarification of two key terms in Khotanese, we are
able to gain a clearer understanding of the activi-
ties of the Sogdians in Khotan. Some lent money
with interest to the local people and officials when
their taxes were due; some converted small cloth
into standard cloth for the local tax-payers (and
made a handsome profit in the process); and some
entered the administrative system as tax-collec-
tors. We have hints that such phenomena occurred
not only in Khotan, but also in Kucha, and pre-
sumably in other oases in the Tarim Basin as well.
Their roles as money-lenders and tax-collectors
vividly reflected their financial and political
shrewdness.
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